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sent around «3 that hadfa Sjority. 

f> tha nana-ooont and - “j 1Uani in-t”la Je«. 

I don't recall ' ^ wrour of IS®, 

jjo one asked nc to jai® =-ny nni^i ** 

, » . * joT^V'^n^ 1 ^notht. r aint • 

.,t this «te I ~ f . ,..UA. bocanae I 

am y tho^Ljority ot tha nan «» In *»* 

l^jced th’t uni <n» *‘*= - tajujn. 

of i q^q when I *rcis vorkinc 

■About a Tro.k after 0 , c ‘ *_ back to nA In 'l® e ®* 

_ . --i _, go "o'. Elshoff Q^kod no t>‘ « ■ .. .. the 

Panther B . ** di: not Jain the tr 

T soon returnee -o n ru *n *-u* 


"I joined the U.^ f h u£^ ^ »•*"" 

v»^rkin ■ in line B, and I f-» !£ r m * and X can't rene ber any 

U* i ****£ * ««“* 1941 

particular r-asans fur ny jainuK 

A voted for » i_-„vin 

. ,a m . t> t hr>v2 never scon any trouble 

, f M7 *2°; STJSSfS *- ** — • 

•i sr^uSS*^ - * 

one other typewritten pj£, 
knowledco and recollection. 
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ft interviewed at hi« residency 

W I?— *-->** ^ A T1H*aU /m 

^b^spoci&i ^€ en ^ s fflHIIHHB 404 

appeared to be willing tocooperat^Ena after 
giving the signefl statement ’sot forth below, Advisod that he would be 
willing to testify to the facts in this statement. It is bellowed that 
this person would make a good witness. 

The following is the signed statement obtained from 

■ a l *J - \ J 1 

August 25, 1945 

tho following voluntary statement to 
ar whom I know to be Special Agents of 

^hJ^TeScra^^ureau^nnvosTTgaTTon, U. S. Department of Justice, 




m l nro sontlv reside a 
and I was born 


Springfield, Illinois, 
inois. 


"I joined the United Llino Torkcrs, hereinafter referred to as 
the TJ1C.', and became a charter member about jHL and I romained a member 
of the Ul£7 until September, 1952. On about September 6, 1952 the TJM7T, 
local 2403 transferred to the Progressive I'ino T.orkors. hereinafter referred 
to as the PICT at which time I was%orking at mine B near Springfield, 
Illinois. I also transferred ovor to the PUT.' at that tlmo, and I remained 
a member of PUT. and never went back to the U1CV. I worked off stnd on at 
lline B for about 


“TThile employed under the UKT^ 
ooramitteeman in loc al 2403 for about 
years ai 



"Prior to September, 1932, it appoarod that the TJ1TV and Mr. ElsRoff, 
Operator of B. were getting along well togother because they had a 

working agreement. TThcn the P&ffT, Local 54 was formed at ]£ine B on 
Scptenfcor 6, 1932, I thought the viewpoint held forth by the PUS? was correct, 

a 1 i-t. * A At — A. S-Li. f A> enffiA fkfif f < TWA T iM A 

RIAU lUCi, bfkiV V*1U I 9Dk U1 kiiC UMUW1 D ACAW wu^ otuuy **v vuuv* * 

not take an active part in the formation of PICT in this or any other mine, 
but I wont along with the group, because I felt that the group was right. 
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“Regarding the relationship between Elshoff sad Local 54, 

RE, between Septsafcer, 1932 and April, 1937, everything 
■went along alright to start with, but about fro® 1936 on, 
Elshoff seemed to favor the DKT and wanted to deal with 

thon and not the PITT. At this time I did not take an activo part in union 

affairs ant? a'", unarrare of the methods which nay have been used by Elshoff 
to influence thu men to join the DIET, I do know that in January, 1940, after 
the mine had re-opencd, on threo consecutive days 1 ohsorvod about fourteen 
miners, whom 1 laic** to be members of the F2f.’, apply for work in the mine 

offices, but were refused with the statement that there was no work for 

them, Thoy were at that time members of Local 77* PICT* I also observed 
that during the same period, a number of cthor miners were hirod by the mine, 
all of whom were members of the U1TT. 

*As to the relations between HIT officials and PUT minors, I feel 
the members v^ere satisfied and felt tho union was being run well. There 
vas no split in the Fli. luitil the OUT and Elshoff attempted to persuade the 
PITY miners to join the ILTT* I say this because several miners, whose names 
I do not remember, told me that they were approached and threatened if they 
did not join the UMTT, This was accomplished by bringing in men by OlfT who 
pretended to be working, but in reality they spent their time contacting 
the miners to got then to join the TJKY. These men told tho miners they had 
bettor change their minds and join the TM.Y. Some of those men ha d not worked 
in the mine until tho trouble start ed. Their names are 


b .mine unt il tho troubl^stnrte^^Tl 
, whose las^name^^r^li 


but I cannot recall al 

names, ‘ihest jnfen, whose las^TSSHS^^n^liBtod above worked with the\. 
following twelve men who were holding PICT union cards, but who formed a TOC* 
local and tried to connect the minor a with tho TJlffTj Joe Albanesc, Andre w 
Schrelevious, Dominic Paequole, Fete C arter , Frank Austin* Tony Pl otck. 

John Ananias, John Sir t but, George Jackway, Emory ~Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, 
Janes Hale , ' ’ — - - 

*7,ith reference to tho relationship between Local 54 and DlfT from 
September 1932 to April* 1937, I do not recall that DIET had a picket line 
or distributed any literature, but tho TOE7 did havo organisers in the 
)!inc B who I mentioned previously in this statement* Those organitors worked 
harder on the miners who could not speak good English and it has been s«r 
understanding that some throats were used and sa^^mincr^wore beaten up as 
WIT pressure. 1 recall tha^^^^^|B^^|^^wh^resi<fe of 
and is employed by 
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re - 
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*1 felt that the member* of P|CV who wore defendant* in the 
bombing cases were not responsible for their *ct* # but 
I do not know who did the bombing, Tho miners I spoke 
with thought those non woro framed, 

W I ras satisfied with the financial administration of the Fiti. If 
there woro ar.y special aeaessmonts they were voted for by the rank and file. 


*1 don’t recall what the PIT. officials said about tho temporary 

a . —2 it tl,U -I ^ 1 Q T *7 Wut +:V>r> ‘PUTT _ rm A Ufet S (YnAl 

ikgretjnuiuv wi wi au .a mi x * v ^ ^ w*-w « «•*! *—■ — — — - - — ’ — 

Scale, was smaller than tho "DM", I knew that the PS£7 would go along on 
about the same basis as after th* T3i:~ made known thoir contract. 


"I did not attend the PICC meeting held on the night of May 11, 
1937. I recall that the announcement for the meeting was posted on the 
bulletin board at tho mine by the chock woighman. I knoiv that the five 
PIT. miners who wore expelled from PStV during that meeting woro charged with 
recruiting for the UII7. I suppose the minors who did not attond the 


4 • j> .J _i 


. , ,.1 _ 1 v. r 4- V f -J -rr^v * WI A I^Vl 

mooting were notn igu oi tnc exp ui ww xxvo , *^jr *• u* « w* **x^*-.»** 


*1 do not knew why the coal cars were loaded short after the 
abar e five men were throve out of Local 64, Pit.* I signed the F1£T petition 
on Kay 26, 1937 which was presented to Elshoff shoeing that the FMV had a 
majority and should bo tho sole bargionin^ agent. There won no compulsion 
used to onduce members to sign this petition* and tho petition was presented 
to the miners - at the mino* I do not recall that Ul£7 issued a petition in 

the summer of 1937* I was not asked to join UI£7 local 7469 on July 29, 

1937, but a miner mimed Loo 0, Bumgarne r who had been a member of tho F5E7, 
but ’who lator joined wi th the Evolve men ’whose names I havo sot forth in 

the above statement, including D ominic Past^uaJ U, approached me and said, 

f I f d like to see all you old follows joined up with UJ£7 as I*m afraid you 
will lose your jobs if you dor^t,* He did not otherwise threaten me. How- 
ever, as already mentioned in this statement, other members were threatened 
and somo were beaten. 


"TTith reforonoo to the attempt to open the mine on Soptombcr 27, 
1937, I believe 1 got notice of the opening by work of mouth* As I recall, 
prior to tJ*xs opening, the BK7 had a meeting and docidod that if the mine 
oponc* would only open as a PUT mine, because tho PUT had a contract 
rath the Mine B* 


"The PIT*' did not consider that tho Federal Injunction of Decer&er 
13, 1937 was just, but all the FKT miners complied with it. The operatives 
attempted to open j^inc E on December 13, 1937, I did not got to work on 
tho first day, but wont there on December 14, 193T. I heard that ttfolve , 
men had gone below grousxl the day bef ora* Tho PUT started picketing and 
I helped them picket a couple of days* 7.3 did not import men from outside 

• . * 
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the n£ V to help in the picketing, although a *e« of the 
pidkots, all member® of PICT, were from other mine® near 
Springfield , Illinois* 


*In the National Labor F.olation* Board election hold on December 15. 
1937, there v:ns a regular ballot cast. I bolievo this was v iaken at the 
Arsenal Building, in Springfield. To ray knowledge, there appeared to be 
nj fraud or strong arm tactics on the part of any member of F3£7. After 
this election, I stayed on VTPA as the rains r:as not open. I don f t recall 
on attempt to re-open I£ine B on January 4, 1938. 


"At the opening of the mine on November 6, 1939, I understood 
that the regular wage s^alc would be paid, Elshoff did not want the RET 
mon on x-ne mine proper no we.nx.ea xo ca^uacv y/xxsx \*nv wjav viw 

but could not do it too. use the majority of the miners were with the B£T, 


"During the period from November 6/ 1939 to February 21 # 1941 # 
when the election was hjjd. as I vms a regular member of M7. and a miner, 
and did not have conduct v;ith thi Operatives of the mino, I cannot say 
what evidence thcro might have been indicating that the Operatives were 
favoring the DIET. Tho U1E7 continued to try to coir ert PK^ miners * 


"In 1940 I was a member of tho Ft 1 -, and so did not sign a union 
number ship car* I remain a member of the PICT. 1 believe Elshoff favored 
tho UMV* 


tr 1 A .1 * i -3 . . 1 t-_ J XI ~ rn# 

1 nave caroiuny rtua unu xuixy wmerewiHv vi;o wirye ui 

this statement which contain* tho truth to tho boat; - of ay knowledge. 


(signed) 



F.B.I. (signed) 

Spl. Agent, F.B.I. "(signed) 



(o 


<"0 
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Springfield, 

Inoi B, was i_nteryieT» ed on_AuguBt 27, 1943 

Special A ’enis makes & good 

appearance, is since^^^an^eouTT make a^resentabTe wj^ness to the facts . 
within his knowledge. He executed the following written statement* 

"Springfield, Illinois 
August 27, 1943 


and 

eau of Inve 



make the following voluntary statement to 
whcra I know to be Special Agents of the Feder. 
_on, U. S. Department, of Justice. 



‘•X was bo: 

Dnited^^ne nc yksis of 
about in ' 

in the mines in" 
l ived for the 

:rin; fiel 




I Joined the 

ieric- who win be referred to hereinafter fts D1£T 
when I was about fourteen years old. I worked 
id later moved to Springfield, Ill inois where I hav e 
years, i-t r present resid ence is | 

.x» I am employ ed by P """ 



about 
DI.7< untS. 
vas formed. 
P1M. 


"I first started working in Iline "B" near Sprin 'field, HI. 

as a member of i worked in tliat mine as a member of 

eptember, 1932 until the rro^-.tfslve_j£ Lne wo r kers of A merica 
This last named union will be' 'referred to -hereinafter as the 


"On Hag 12, 1937, the day I recall the miners first struck at 
Mine "B", I left the mine and never worked there after that date. I never 
held any office in any union, 

"From the time I started working in Mine "B" until September, 
1932 relations were generally good be tween U157 and Carl Elshoff, the 
mine operator. 

"I heard that Elshoff had visited Ray Ednundson’ s Office in 
the UMT building in Springfield, HI, and had been seen a number of times 
1 savin.- the UI4T buildin.,* I heard Oscar Falcetti made trips to Auburn, 
Virden, Dawson, and Springfield, Illinois to try to persuade P!IA. meabors 
to change over to DM3. These trips were made after May, 12, 1937 after Mine 
"B" had struck, I have no personal information concernin this, but learned 
it by word of mouth; the ori ; in of which is not known to me* 

•During this period I am firmly of the opinion that Elshoff 
and Falcetti did not want to do business with the officials of the KIA union. 
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WTSIWIZ.: ,fITH *1 ^6 satisfied with the leadership of nr 

(continued) union. Local 54* TJA at all tines. 1 never 

knew of a FMA. member “who wanted to return to 
ULTw while I was employed at line *B H » 

"I attended r.bout one third of the PUA union meetings during 
the period bvitwcc.i September, 1932 and April, 1,37, tout I *»ss not active 
in union matters. 



•I knew nothing of the activities of the twelve miners iShd 
were alledged to be acting as spies while holding Progressive Union cards 
and employed’ at Li ne "B t: . 

"Relative tr the ra ;e scale con Iroversy in the Spring of 1937 
the PIi& officials i. I'r.y, 1937 told the mine, s that they- were supposed to 
,,-et buck pay datim; back to April 1, 1937 on a retroactive a^ree^ent. This 
■was never paid, and z. my knowledge has never been paid to this time. 


•To ny knowledge,, there was never ary trouble in April, 1937, 
because of dissatisfaction over wa^ts. As to the back pay, llshoff stated 
he never had a contract to pay the miner retroactive pay and refused to have 
ary more to do with that matter. I understand that there never was a 
written contract eoncernin; the retro&ctivs pay feature, but that there was 
an oral agreement on the matter with Bishoff . 

•I did not attend the R!A meeting held on the night of Hay 11, 
1937 at which time, I understand evidence was presented a, inst some FUA. 
members who were expelled froo FT*. I understood, these nen held cards with 
the UliT as well as with the F1£A and this was why they were expelled from the 
Fit.. I b-lieve the coal cars were bein* loaded short because Elsboff would 
not discharge the miners who had been expelled from the Pf’A union on the 
night of Hay 11, 1937. 


There was a lot of talk at this time, that is, at the time 
the coal cars were being shorted, about the miners who had bee ejected 
from Hift. As far as I know all the miners with whom I talked Icnew ay 
Hay 12, 1937 that the miners had been ejected from .14.. As I recall/ the 
following uen were thrown out of local 54, Plli. at the F?^ meeting on the 
nijht of Hay 11, 1937 > 


JQ£,J,IJUrSS&- 
DQIHi JIC FaS^vLE 
.“STaa C /uTTbR 

«Bja.^s«sn» 

IQfrT rLOTCE 


JOH N A VJ ILJ5 

jogr siMcw • 

b. 'oit T 

‘ CII^IEs BOKAW ON 
jahes Tan 
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IiNTuRVT'L" "The Miners learned of the ejection of the abovt 

(contixiued) men from Local 54, by word passed from one 

miner to another* I did not know of any miners 


mho die? not feel that these men should have been thrown out of the unitwi, anr 
the, felt that these miner* should not continue working at Mine "B*. I signed 
the PI A. petition of liay 26, 1937. • - 


•It was understanding that Elshoff always contended that 

the Ult,' had a iuajority in this mine, and I signed this petition to show I 
was a Progressive member. I signed it voluntarily. 


n I renomber the; later cn in 1937 I signed another P!li petition 
but I don't recall the .haracter of it." 


■I t; S 3 personally approached in tin- business section $t Springfield 
by Bill Sir tout, a mom.' r of U! r ,' and he told me that he eoiuld get ten dol- 
lars who was President of Ulf r anytime he wanted it, be- 

cause of the worlc W -. TTau dons for TJ1H7. This was on Nev Tears Eve, December 3’ , 
1937. 

"I recall that E mory Jacaway came to my house two or three days bafa - 
Mine attempted to r-’-open "in’ ember, 1937. Ko tola me that he wanted 
rau to go back to work when the mine was tc re-open and named the date it was 
to re-open. However, he told me that if x did not change ov^r to UIf7 thera 
would be no need for me to come to the mine at all. 


"I have always been satisfied with the manner in which the : 114 local 
54 has been managed by its officials and at no time have I been desirous 
of returning to work under DJI,. 


"1 have read and initialed each pa^c of this statement consisting of 
two and one half pages and it is xruc and correct to the best of my knowledge.** 


/«/ 




Special Agent F. B. 
Special * .ait F. B. 


I. 

I. B 


•Witness i 




< o 


-/* 
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.linois. 



1943 by Special Agents 

a ppeared sincere » c ooperative, and a< 

7 ;g C lB^ BB^V ^ stated he would not care to 
in he dic^o^Tffis^Tn^prc'ent officials of that union. 


bsacuted the follov-lng written statement! 

fl^^B Illinois 
1943 



io f oll-'.-ing voluntary statement to 
whan 7 Inr.au to bo Special Agents of the 
, S. Departin' jrt of Justice# 


rs old having been born 



"I jo ined the United .’Une Workers of America at ltLne #6, 
This union will be referred to hereinafter as Ulf;. 



•*1 worked at the C. .F. coal mine at 
funder the THAT, 


tder the TW** 

Illinois until 




**I went to Illinois and v»orked there under the Hlf- from 

• eaae toB^ES Illi nois and worked under tH27 at the 


■ About I started working under the UU” at ”ine ’’B’ 1 near 
Springfield, Illinois. I last worked at nino m W on ! lay 12, 1937 1 

"T he only u nion office I have ever hold 
at a nine atjjjkBHj^K Illinois sooctino from 


Connittec 
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"I remember that Bonctinu from 


there were 




INTERVIK. TTTH 
icantinuQC _ 

am^^MB^^^HWvBT'vrerc 
of Carl Elshoff. The union members, who had the interest 

of the miners at heart. 


"John HA^hlkcr during that poriod frJD 1929 to 1932 was the 
St -'to President exthe ITIT. Talker did not seen to fight against the 
discharge of the UT.' numbers. I think those racn night have objected to 
the \;?.y E lshoff acted on thccontract had between himself and the UU7 at 
that tinc.^MiHH^au5H|^bvjore officials of the TUT' at this tine. I 
think that Elanof^^^.T;~ tni^njriud wowld h.vc acted beyond the contract 
in his own inter. £t" during this period if he h d gotten the chance to 
do so. It s-.ras to rij that 4ohn H. 'walker night have boon afraid of Elshoff 
for sanu r a son during this period. 


n I remember - one incident prior to 1932 when Elshoff and Falcetti 
wanted the non to take a ha3'’-hjur lunch poriod instead of 15 minutes which 
would make the ncn. work until 4*40 ?Ii and not 4*15 FT. Elshoff would 
h'vo benefited a for- minutes on each company nan by this arrangement. The 
company men all belonged to U1J.7, Elshoff did not get his way and the men 
did not have to cork the extra tine. 


"In 19o2 John H. Talker was strong for a reduction in the. w.ge 
scale contract with UT.' and the operators, 

\ 

"The St'ta officials of UII7 held the first vote on the reduction 
at every local office. It a ope '.red that the majority voted against it. 

Than another vote was taken and it Trent stronger against the reduction 
than the fir 3 t vote, John H. ‘.Thlkcr knew ho could not handle the situation 
and it mist have been important that th^rc should be a reduction in the 
wage scale for Talker was then backed by John L. Lewis aha claimed the second 
voting ballots were stolen end pushed through the reduction. It looked 
tv ne like the ballots were stolen by Lewis's erm men. 

"'.Then the Progressive Lline Torkars of America was formed In 
September, 1932 which Trf.ll bo referred to hereinafter as I wont along 

with the others and joined, I ires in favor of the Now Progressive move- 
ment, I believe that the officials of the UH7 night have conferred with 
thejpllinois Coal Operator Assn, on the natter of reduction of the wage 
scale an that the UM.7 officials night have been getting financial assis- 
tance for putting this law<*r wage scale into effect. For this reason nnd 
the reason that I bcliaved the ballasts were stolon by the Ull. r themselves^ 

I an glad to join the PIft. 
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Re s JOHN L. IE .IS, ZT AL 


ip *7 C— hQP 


1 "I got clone “well with tho Pitt officials and &a far as 


distributed by 017 sen. 

”On May 11, 1937 therj was a Special necting called by the Pitt. 
I believe I attended this owetir.g. I do recall tho twelve nen who held 
P!L» cards, but who a'; — it^ted for the UMM. I believe the following dinars 
were the five who wore thrown out of the rltt at this faceting on I fay 11, 


"Froe ny own knowledge, I can not say that any of tho twelve 
niners accused of argitating for Uio-' actually did do so. 


”1 tain: nothing about the relations between the DU..' and the 
operators prior to 1937. 


by Elshoff and Ei» officials the minors would net the back pay to April 1, 
1937. 


Spring of 1937, when “no were wondering if we were going to get our back 
pay, that we hod no contract id.th Elshoff and what was the use of working 
without a extract. Ho said the niners ought not go down into the nln 

rrxr^ ■norlr bcClUSC thOfC VT?,? nn contracts 

"1 know 5 odc of the coal cars wort shorted on ifay 12, 1937, but 
I don't know why. 


Ray Ednundson clained the D17T had tho majority and FHA wanted to show that 
Edmunds on was wrjng. I signed this petition near the picket line at the 
nine . 



I know the other Pitt nembors felt the sane my. I heard 
no stories of chisling on the part of FI.il officials. 





"I heard that UI77 noney was paid to some of the twelve niners 



"I understood fron Pill officials that if the contract was signed 


"I hoard Fete Carter say one doming during this period, in the 


"I believe I signed the Ktt petition ox l lay 2b, iyj7, 1 believe 


"I sipped the petition of Hay 26, 1937 voluntarily. I have 



C O’ 


\ 


I 


Re: Xm L. LE.1S, ET AL 


b 


S\ r* 


bio 
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jjcvjr •gorkod since liiy 12. 193*7 • Vy doctor told do not 
to work in the nines a^nin. 



n nincr at line 
tr 13no «F* was ‘ 


*Ih s ine- nonnorl hood th at 
"S* had been beaten up by ^ 

Tin ally re- opened. ' r ’ 

"Under the present set-up I would not want to work under the 
u:r:. I do not trust u::: officials. It is not a democratic organization 

-i . _ T c "mv ri-m hold* *11 <5 h C Tfltr ol • 

Its UC3 U JiUi m -■* ^.W**^* •“►'*** 

«I have rend this at it errant consisting af three and me half 
and have initialed the pn^cs and it is true and correct to tho best 
of ny kn'jv:Xod^ ant b-Iief* 




itincss: 
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Illinois* wa* Jointly interviewed 
1^943 by Special Agents 
This individual Is ol 

origin and has been natural it ed* He is unable to read the English 1c 
and had little understanding concerning the matter under inquiry, but wa* 
cooperativ e* He exec uted tho following written statement which was road to 
him by 


Illinois 
* 1943. 


mgus 


nake the following voluntary statement to 
&ncT whom I know to be Special Agents of the 

bureau of Inves^^atioi^U. S. Department of Justice, 



t Tl ^ ^ 

iliAUUlO » 


l Mm 

LQ VUA i 


I became a Naturalised citisen of 
I arrived in tho United State* in 


"The first mining union I joined was t he United Mine Workers of 
America, hereinafter referred to as tho U1T</, at Illinois about 

■jjjjfc I -worked there under tho Utl.‘ until April, I53?^Thi* was in Peabody 
Mine ^52. I was not working from 1932 to 1935. In April, 1932 thi* Poabody 
mine closed due to lack of a contract. Although 1 was not employed in 
September, 1932, 1 joined the Pro grosslyg^Mlners of America, which will be 
referred to hereinafter as the ftlA, Illinois , and I joined this 

union voluntarily as tho local I had b^S^^^WFmg under all joined the FVA. 

•Prom April, 1932 until 1935, month not recalled, I was nert employed 
in coal mines* About August 1935 1 went to work in Mine B as a meniber of 
FLIA. I never held any office in either P1IA or UJCT. T took no active part 
in the formotion of the FMA. I went to very few PMA union meetings as they 
were hold In Spring! iold and it was aot convenient, for me to do so, I Just 
went to work and minded my business, and I know nothing about tho relations 
between Elshoff and Local 54 of HJA from August 1935 until May 12, 1937, 
when the mine closed. I never went back to l£ine B after that date. 


"I hoard that the UU7 had organisers in Mine B to get son© of the 
miners to join the UlfT, but I do not know who they were and they never 
cd ntactod me. I hoard that some of these men were expelled but I did not 
go to the meeting and know nothing about it. 

•From May, 1937 until Ootobor 14, 1939 Iw as unempl oye^for Tfk, 
and on October 14, 1939 I got a job at th^|BH|^J^'?3aHe~'ne(Sr'^^||^^H Illinois 
as a member of the F}&. 1 have worked thir^^^^^^sinee# 
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Re: JOSK L. U5T7IS, ET AL 

-1-'? C. b'p 96S30 

"I did not picket at Mine B and never went back after 
ilay 12 f 1937. I remember signing the Hffl. petition cm 
May 26, 1937 to show that 1 was a member of Rtt.* I am 
not sure where I was when I signed this petition* I did 
not get in the union trouble* I liked the Ul£7 but did not like to take the 
reduction in the wage scale in 1932* I am satisfied with the FU&* I think 
it is a good union and since I am a member of this union X would not oare to 
change the union at all, or to join any other union* 

"T his statement consistin g of one and one-half pages has been read 
to me by since I do not read much English. I fully 

under and it is true to bhe best of Vf 

knowledge. 




(signed) 


•witnessed : 



[(sig ned) 

"[(signed) 

Spe o ial Age nt FB 1 

(signed) 
Special Agent, F^B.!*" 
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Re : JOHN U LEVttS, ET AL 


'i?c- 



V>lD 


Illinois, was Jointly inter- 
ns haae onAunis^30^1943 by Special Agents 

f and This individual 

is otWmmo^S^rWTT^ ocen nati^^^^ea^w^is unable to read tho 
Englisr^^ngungc and h^s little understanding concerning tho matter undar 
inquiry, but ns cooperative. 


hin by 


Ho executed the following written statement which was read to 



uirus 


Illinois 
, 1943 



n I ns born 
in the Un ited States in 
I presently 


live- 


make, the follovdng voluntary statement to 
rhom I know to bo Special Agents of 
on, U. S. Department of Justice. 

arrived 

gfield, Illinois 
Illinois. 



M I first started working in a mine in under the United Mine 
Takers of America, that vd.ll be referred to hereinafter as UMR, at the 
JH^oabo dy Min e_nc?r Dawson. Illinois. I started working in Uine "B" on 


M Liinc "B 11 was operating under the PH" and so I Joined that • . 
union. Tho full name of this union is Progressive }£ne Workers of America. 
and it will be referred to hereinafter as PKA. I loft the Peabody Mine 
because it closed down in April 1932. 

"From 1932 to 1936 I was uncnploy.d. However during two 
winters between 1932 to 1936 I worked at the Jefferson Sine at Springfield, 
Illinois. 

11 1 have never held an offioe in a itLnc union. I have never 
attended any union meetings. 

"Ihe last day I ever worked at tfino "j? was on Hay 12, 1937. 

*1 started back to work at the Panther Creek mine in October, 

1937. 

W I was satisfied working under HU. No one ever told me to 
stay with the PKA or to join the U«/. I know nothing about the twelve 
minors who wore supposed to be aggitatlng for U1E7. I know nothing about 
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“fcohtinucST 


wage scale reduction problems and wanted only to be 
paid for iay works X saw no trouble of any kind in 
Mine n 3" and paid no attention to troubles between 
the unions or between the operators and the raiions. 


"I went out to Ilinc n B lt s everal tines after it had closed with 
another man r:ho I rode to work i7ith, tut the other miners did not go 
down into the mine, so I didn't. 

"I never helped picket at -*ine B. I have worked under the 
TJir,7 pnH also the PIU* I now work wider the PICA* I like the PI IA ; but I 
will work under either union. It mikes no difference which one. 

11 1 know norhinj' about unions or how they aro run. I only 
want to work and earn a living. 

H This statement consisting of one and aha If _____ has been rend 
to me byfl^ an< ^ 1 Xully unders t ant it. It is 
true to 


itness: 




?pocio^^Igon^^. B. I . ,f 




Q 


O 


Hot JOHN L. 1K.IS, ET AL. 


, INTERVIEW w 


Li 




bV> 



at Illinois,; where 

ho was cooperative, but he 

nakes a peer appearance, docs not appear to he positive of his statements* 
and. gives the impression of having a faulty memory* 

Following is a signed statement obtained froml 


* Springfield,. Illinois 
August 31* 1943 



"I was born 
tered with Selective SeRTce 
presently onployed at 
Illinois, as a laborer 
presently reside cn 


make tte following voluntary statement 
whom I know to be Special Agents of 
U.S. Department of Justioe. 

I am regis- 
ois, and I am 
ring field, 
I 



pany at 


"The first mining job I ever had was with the 

Illinois* I worked there fronHHto Marc 



Coal Ccn- 


"I began working at Mine "B* near Springfield, Illinois in llarch 
MIB and worked there until iiT closed in hay, 1937. !»hen the mine reopened 
mwTo vemb e r , 1939 I star ted working in Mine "B" and continued working there 
until 

N "AtHH|Hf Illinois I worked under the United Mine workers of 

America which referred to hereinafter as the TJUIf. From March, 

until September, 1932, I worked at Mine "B" under the mi«. I worked under 
the Progressive Mine T.'or kors of America which will be referred to herein* 
after as FilA from September, 19327 until one or two weeks before the second 
NLRB election of February 21, 1941, with the except ion of the time when the 
mine we* closed down which was Hay, 1937 to November, 1939* About February, 
of 1941, I signed a tOTi* card because I was foroed to, and not because I 
wanted to do so. 

"I have never held an office in any union. 

"I wanted the FKA to be formed in September, 1932, because the 
U1T.. was always taking cut too much money from our wages i I felt this was 
unnecessary and I felt tho UHYi officials were getting rioh on the rank and 
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Re* * JOHN L. LET:, IS, ET AL. 



J>1D 


file miner under the UkH?. 

•Before September, 1932, we always seemed to get el eng 
well with Elshoff end Faloetti. During this period 
Mine "B n closed down for shout four months due to lack cf coal orders. 


*1 w&s satisfied with the way the HJ A was run, and I think the 
leaders of the TMA treated the miners fairly. I did not like the special 
assessment taken from my wages the first year. I worked under the H£A, but 
the FKA was newly organized and needed the money obtained by the special 
assessments so it was alright with me* I attended some HIA mootings, but I 
never had much to say about either union end took no active part in forming 
union pdicies. 

•There were abcut twelve men in Mine r B" who worked there from 
1932 who were UUTT organizers although they hold JftIA cards. These men were 
as follows i 



JOEALBAEESS- 
AEDRET.; SCHRELE VjCOV S 
DOMINIC ' P a S^UALE_ 

pete carter " " 
JPRaWK AUSTIN 
TQN3LEL2ECE 


■TQF T STUTnag- 
J££L mr»;Jm ER i"C udge« ) 
GE ORGE J AC A-AY _ 

EMORY JACATvA Y 
CHARLES B OH/iNN C2L 
JAMES HALE 


"A number of times I saw Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and 
Tony Flotch in Elshoff* s office before the men went to work in the morning. 
These men and the other nine mentioned above all appeared to be very friendly 
with Elshoff, It looked like these twelve men were much more friendly with 
Elshoff than the other minors. This was before the mine shut down in 1937 
and also after the mine opened in November, 1939. 


*1 do not remember much about the wago scale trouble, but I 
remember that after the mine had opened in 1939 that there was a lot of talk 
in the wash room that tho THIS men would get the back pay, but the Pro* 
gressive members would not* 


"I was not at the HIA meeting on the night of Kay 11, 1937, but I 
heard abcut the meeting. 1 do not remember much about the results of this 
meeting, but I heard abcut the five men who were thrown out of the RIA for 
being tan* organizers. On the next day the coal oars came up shorted. They 
were being shorted by FUA, I don't know why they were shorted* 

*The strike started because Elshoff would not sign a contract 
with PIIA and because Elshoff wouldn't fire the five men who were thrown out 
of the PMA. 
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Re j JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL. 

hl-D 

"I signed the FMA petition of May 26, 1957, beoause 
I wanted to show that I was a FlIA member. I signed 
it near L ine W B" w hile I was on the FLA picket line. 

''On September 27,- 1937, when the mine tried to re-open only a 
few men attempted to go to work. The I LA men. did not try to stop these 
few men from working, but no on© else would work* I remember that the men 
who went to work on this morning were the m en whose_names 1 me ntioned above in 
this statement who were ULti organisers, but not 

there. 


INTERVIEW WITH 



”1 believe I signed one or two other FLA petitions in 1937, but 
I don't remember what they were about. 

*1 can't romccvbar if I went to the mine when it tried to open 
in December, 1937 and January, 1930. 


"I went back to work when the mine re— opened on November 6, 1939. 
I understood we would get 
November, 1939, I worked 
of the nine. It looked 1 

so the men could work. 1 think one shift could have cleared it up. The 
air was bad. 


our back wages. When I went back to work in 


ike - cart of the mine had been cleared up a 



"Before I left the Line in Lay, 1937, I worked in 
hen I went back to work in November, 1939, I could not get in 
because there was a cave in there. All ny tools were buried. 


J*It looked like Elshoff never tried to fix the cave-in on the 
becauseth^day I went back to work they were pulling the 
track out cf the^^Pmff and they would nothav^done this if they 
had intended to fix the cave-in and clear the^mmp It didn't look 
like much work had been done to put the mine in working condition at the 
time I went back to work. 


"When I returned to work in November, 1939, I worked as a member 
of the FLA union. 


i 


n Ckie or two weeks before the second N.L.R.B. election held in 
February, 19 41 I changed ove r t o Qnited Lin e workers union. Charles 
Bo hgnn oa. and cane to my houso tweice just 
Teforo the se^HS^KL«R?B^^.eetioi^5c^skDd me to sign up with ULST. The 
first time I didn't sign. The second time they told me I was one of the 
last to sign with TJLw and I signed. They did npt throaton mo or give me 
money, but I had seen Bohannon and Sirtout 'belt up a PilA miner just outside 
the wash house at the mine about a week before because he would not sign 
with IATVj. 
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INTER7. 
(continued 


*1 knew thie other miner did not want to *ign, 'bolt 
1 Ai-in't hear any conversation between Mm end 
Bohannon and Sirtout before he wa * beaten. 

"I did not want this to happen to me, *o I signed up with WH. 



* ; i liave carefully road this statement consisting of three and 
one-half pages and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 

(•) 


.itneseed: 



Specii*.’ agent, FBI. 
Special Agent, FBI. 
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Re j JOHN L. LEnS, ET AL 


Lit blD. 



_ T- Springfield. 

at 

Spring fiel^^IlliD^^^onSep^e^or" *# 
by Agen^s^H^HH^ and 

v cooperative, h3d a fair unocr^and^n^of the ucTo^a^Ticu^^^a^Bine *B 
t and ho executed the following written statement, which he signed* 

V ■> 

t ' K Springf ield, Illinois. 

‘ September 1, 1945 

V 

make the following voluntary statement to 
and , whom I know to be Special Agents of 

tn^rodera^^^n'eau of Invo^x^at^m, U . S. Department of Justice. 

|, and resido part if the time 
^ntly employed 

at Springfield. 

United States in 

rr * 9 vrr'tr father _ i 

Tnowas naturalized at Springfield Illinois ini 

"I started working noar Springfield, Illinois in 

and worked there until about ^BMFond thci^le^t that Mine for about a year, 

I returned to work in mine B sometime In ftBKK From that time I worked 
at Vine B. continuously until Kay 12, 1937^Sen it shut down* I did not 
go out there again to try to go to work until after it ro-opened in . 

November. 193 9. From November, 1939 I v?orkod there continuously until 



t- 


"I first joined a mine union at Mine B in vH|| This was the 
United Line- \orkore of America, referred to hereinafte^as TUTT. I remained 
a member of the UK7 until September, 1932 at which time Mine B signed a con- 
tract with the Hinn ^nrknrs pf America,, referred to here inaf tor 

as the Fiift, I remained a member of the FMA. until after the second NLRB 
election in February, 1941 at which time the UMft won the right to be the 
sole barzaining agent at Mine B. I joined the UM?/ and remained a menber 
until At the present time I am not a member of any mining 

union* 

ff I never held an office in any mine union* Prior to 1932 Elshoff 
got along alright with the UKY at mine B* The miners did not like it when 
it was reporEeTThat the ballot boxes had been stolen in the TUP? vote token 
in 1932, and it was bel loved that the miners had voted against the reduction 
in wages, and for that reason, the ballot box was probably taken by a membor 
of UK7* The miners then started organizing the FKA* I voluntarily joined 
the PMA in September 1932, and felt that it was well operated. I did not ha- 
any fault to find with the way TWA was run* 
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*From September, 1932 until about three months before the 
mine closed on May 12, 1S37,* Elshoff seemed to get along 
alright with the FLJA* I never heard Elshoff or Falcetti 
make any statement as to which union they preferred# 
However, about three months before the mine closed in 1937 there were about 
twelve men in the mine r.ggit ating for UMff. These men were the following; 
John Ananias, James tla lcT (jeoryp Jacaway . Emory Jacaway , Fra nk Austin^ 
Charles Bohannon , Dominic Fas qua !§ _, Pe ter Carter , Tony Flotch ~and Antirew 
ITchrelevious * 



"These above mentioned men were members of FMA, but aggitatlng 
to get the men to join ULTA. I heard Elshoff did not favor FMA as that union 
enforced the regulations stricter than the TJMfr* It seems the PMA had more 
committee meetings with Elshoff than the UMW had and Elshoff became 
dissatisfied with FMA. These UlffV organisers talked to the men in the mine 
prior to L!ay, 1937 to get them to join TJH 7T. Charles Bohannon and^^Bjj^fc 
talked to me in the mine about signing up with the UMK. Bohannon 
-a friendly way, ’you better sign up before it’s too late*. I never thought 
this was a threat. I heard the men, whose names are given above as being 
former U Iff'j organisers, had talked oth^r minors about changing from PUA 
to UiTT, but I never overheard any of these conversations* 


"I only attended about 2 of the PUA union meeting** I attended 
the special F14A mooting at tho PMA hall on 6th St., Springfllad . I learned 
of the meeting from a notice at the mine. At this mooting, about five of 
the aggitators were accused of organising for UM77, but I don’t recall if they 
v: ere' 'discharged . There wore about 125 men at this meeting. I believe 
the other miners heard about it tho next day. On May^ 12, 1937 one of tho 
PMA lit non told me to make my coal cars short, and I loaded mine 

a little under average. I don’t know v/hy the PMA wanted them loaded short* 

I helped PMA picket for about three weeks in the fall of 1937, After that, 

I never did go back until it re-opened in Koveniber, 1939. 


"I do not remember signing any kind of a petition for either union 
in 1937. hen the mine rc-opencd on an open shop basis relations at the 
mino were rather quiet. Later, tho non would be contacted personally by 
tut; members and I would hoar that a miner had signod up with UK/u In the 
latter part of 1940 and early part of 1941, the UM7T organisers worked hard 
organising and cot a dead line of January 16, 1941 to sign up by then or 
you would not got to vrork unless the miner paid a foe to join again* 

"In J anuary, 1941, the l Faoe Boss’ at Line B named 
(phonetic fromVflflflH Illinois, who v:as a UlffT member, told 
it would bo bot^^^^o sign up with DUTT as it would be a lot of trouble later 
and maybe I couldn’t join up later* A few days bofore, a big organiser of 
UWJ who came in from southern Illinois said it would be best to sign up as 
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most of the men were doing that. He did not threaten s®. 

I signed up because I was afraid 3 might not have a job^ 
or have to" pay *10.00 to join the UMSV later if they would 
take mo. I felt Elehoff and Falcetti favored the HU?*', 
but I did not hear or lea it indirectly why they favored TRC«. The KUIB 
election in February, in 1941 was fair, because the UMT. had already signed 
the minors with the Ci£7 and they knew by then that they held a majority. 

The FWi. did not try to influence the minors at this election. 

"Just before January 16, 1941 a number of men wero beaten up at the 
mins. All these men thrt were beaten u^were PMA. members. I did not seo 
these beatings, but I saw a man who had just boon beaten 

in the Wash House. I saw him bloedii^guibciX tho head. He loft Mine 
_never came back. 1 hoard that four men woto beaten that morning* 
and - tho UM7 ' r did most of this beating, 

heard it TTT7. one other men. 


rx 




r 

/ 

/ 



I did not see 


"I have carefully read and fully understand the two and a half 
pages of this statement and it contains tho truth to the best of ny 




w Titnessed: 



( signed) 



(signed) 
Special Agent F.B.I. 

( signod) 

Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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Springfield, 

Lino is' j was jointly interviewed at his residence on 


August 28, 1943 by Special Agents ■■■pf and Fro® 

his appearance and alortners he wouH^ffiS^^^j^^sentable witness and he 
appeared cooperative, howeuer his knowledge concerning the case was limited. 
He executed the following signed statement* 

"Springfield, Illinois 
august 28, 1943 

make th e folIov.ing vol untary statement to 
and pHHHHHHB, whom I know to be 
Special *.f;e. os of the Feo^ai^^ffWu of Investigation, 

U. S. Deparu-aent of Justice, 

"I reside at 
and I am 




"I joined the United ttine Worker s of America, herein- 
after referred to as UlJlV, about JHp a t Pleasant Plain_, 
Illinois, I worked in mines nea^tnis place. I have 
never held ar^office in the UH7. I moved to Springfield, 
Illinois inpPH and have lived in Springfield ever since, 

I remained a member of UlfiT until September, 1932. At this 
time I was working at line B. I started working at Mine B 
about M and worked until my, 1937 when it was sh ut down 
because of the strike which started on ~~ — ' ~ 



"Y/hen ELshoff first came to the mine I thought he was 
a fine man, but later on, prior to 1932, he seemed to change. 
He was not as friendly as he had been and did not seem to get 
along with the men. The men were dissatisfied. The e xact 
reason for this dissatisfaction was not known. 4 



"On September 6, 1932 I joined the Progressive Miners of 
America, hereinafter referred to as Plfa., The men in j ft ne J B l 
wanted the new union. It made no difference to me which mien 
I worked for. The men seemed to be disgusted with John L. Lewis, 
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Re: JDFK L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

^c, ^?z> 

DITEHVIE.i VfTTH I attended very few of the union meetings 





om 1 Jay, 1937 tr.til September 77, 1937 I 

cid not follow T ,he difficulties at the mine as 
« mining situation, 

"On September 27, 1937 I heard that Mine B. 'was going to re- 
open. I do not recall who told me this. I went out to the mine about 
6; 00 n.M on this date. I wanted to start to work. There were some 15 to 
_2Q men aroun d the mine property, I talked to a miner whose surname was 

who I later heard is an organiser for UlfiV. He said the mine 
was not going to re-ojev I said <1 in qvivting fo r good*. I left the 
mine and never went back to work there never did solicit me 
to join UK7 and at thai time I did not favor of UWT, as he 

was working on a PHI card. 

"I did not follow the mine trouble as I never intended to go 
hack to the mine. It appeared the Elshoff was not in favor of the PKt. 
The reason for this is not known to me, 

"I was always satisfied with the ma nagement of PIMA and I 
feel the majority of the men were satisfied. 

Falcetti came up to me and said the mine was sfintting down i 


Falcetti, Elshoff or none 
of the management ever talked to me about union troubles as they knew I 
did not take sides in the union matters. 

"I have carefully read and fully mderstand the one and one- 
half pages of this statement which contains the truth to the best of 
my knowledge. 


Witnes sed: 

/s; 

Special ngent, F.B.I.* 




264 - 



o 


Rt JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


h W1P 



■d It is not tail i eve a he will make a good witness. HB was Cooperative 
cu^!g the interview but professed complete ignorance on many qiiestions. He 
has no k/.own crindnali^co^ i Xhe follmri ng is the signed stat enent ob- 
tained firm 


ide 

to get me t ) make e. statement and - c*o so kneeing it can be used 
in a court of law. 


X have not held any o. iice in any union, 

"I was workir^ at Peabody when it closed in 1932 and in the 
fall of 1932 I began working at I &re 'Q 1 1 at which time I joined 
Pit, because liine "B" was running un3er~ and i wanted to work*. 

"I had no difficulty with PUi and I did not see or know of 


of the other top men that there were sone around but did not see 
them nor did they approach me in any manner. 

"On stay 12, 1937 I saw some cars coming out of the mine with 
only a few hundred pounds in then and that afternoon the nan all 
came out on strike. This was the first I had known of a strike. 

I did not attend any meeting the night before the strike. 

"I don’t recall signing any petitions in the summer of 1937. 

I saw in the paper in August 1937 that ELshoff had signed a con- 
tract with Ulfr* and so when it was anno need that the Mine "3" 
would open in Sept. 1937, I vent out to work but instead we began 
picketing. I picketed at mine "B ,f off an_ on for a month or so. 

I was not present when the in j motion was" served on the pickets* 


"Springfield, HI 
August 31, 1943/ 



and became > 

"X joined Ua, infMBwhen I went to work at Peabody mine. 
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All during the picketing no one ins brought in to 
picket and all were line "B" workers. Sometime in 
the early part of December 1937 I went to work at 


Panther Creek Old best l£i.ne and stayed there uitil Mine "3" opened up 
again in 1939 except that I was transferred to Hew North 'tine. 


"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in 1937 while I was employed 
at Old West I£Lne and I think it was a fair election. 


"In !Jov. 1939, 1 received a letter stating liLne "B" would re- 
open and due to a court ruling menbers of each union (Plla L UliO 
began working at Jir.e ’*3". I was working at New North nine at this 
tine and because I lik r d the men on top at Uine "B 11 better than New North, 
I vent back to line ,! 3'' . 

"I voted m the IJ.L.R.3. election in Feb. 1941. It was a fair 
election as far as I Know. At this time I vas not a member of any 
union as I had quit paying dues to Flla 5 or 6 months before, ns soon, 
as the election returns shoved ^14; had von I joined UJ£V to hold my job. 


“i am ncm worki g at Line “3" and am a member of U.U.i. I think 
there is very little difference in Pill or ULL r and would join either de- 
pending on which one had bargaining rights fc contract with the coal 
company. 



"I have had this three page statement read to me by 
and it is true and correct. 



/$/ 



"witnessed: 



Special Agent, F.B.I. 
Sp. Agt. FBI." 
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Tvas interview© d at hie home 

_ . - A J _ ^ J V ^ 1 J — ^ i A.U. A at JM.K « bX 

spring! xexOj ax-ljjuzip ua au^upv 



IlTTETT^g^flTH 

>y Special Agents anc 

has a diffioult tine un 3c r st anoin^Vn ^Bpeaking English and woi 
ftejce a Tory unsatisfactory witness. WBMJWs'tated he did not have a 
criminal record. 

The following is a signed statement executed by| 

•Springfield, HI* 

l . . . _L A B 1 Ai • 

iiagUBX co s 
5 r i ng f ie 1 

following Tolurtiry ptft' : ‘-e#nont to and 

who®. I know to cs Spori^!. Agents of^ Investigation, 

no force $ threat e or pro ilsee have been nnde in obtaining this statement 
and I know that whet I iray say nay be used in a court of law. 

7?a8 b cr,a err> ^E ra ^ e ^ *t° the U.3. 

I was naturalised in 

I am at the present employed at Hine m B m A 


from 

Springfield, 111* as a miner* 



/hftri 1 firnt beran ooal mining 


in 111. 


*1 have never held an offioe in any union. 


*1 am unable to make a statement as to the relatione between 
U.1I.TC. and Elshoff at line B prior to Sept* 1932* 

•In 1932 I >?a s employed at Panther Creek Coal Mine, Spring- 

j% 1 ^ i 1 T*_ e* JL 1 A'? A T 4 «« 4 *•> a. X "CTVf d V* a wi A »4- aI* ^ Vua Tlfl 1* ft 4 

1X3X0, XXX* « A-TJ OepVf* Ai?JC J. JVWQU i ion, yuuuucv ***wov v* *^*^* v * - 

to change free IT.fT to K.X. I do not know the reason fear the change fran 
TOT to Fiji. I took no active part in the pr motion of HIA. 

•I -was employed at Mine *B* as a miner in the middle part of 
1955. Between 1935* and :iay 12, 1937 there were no strikes or close- 
downs at liine *B*. The management of mine be seemed to be in favor of 
Fiji between 1935 and I»y 12, 1937 and did noE have a hostile attitude in 
settling grievances* 

*1 was in favor of FIX and thought it was a good union. So 
far as I know FIX was not operated as a racket. FX did not make any 
unusual speoial assessments. X took no interest in union affairs. X 

took no interest in the ban&ine oases and 1 am unable to make a statement 
aj’to the attitude of P1X members teward the conviction of FIX members in 

the oases. 
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JOHN L. IJDIS, ET AL 


M 


7e_ 




Iimig! WITH 



l continue 


•Birtween 1935 and liy 12, 1937, DID did not Mt up 
a picket line and HID did not distribute any literatureo 
at lline *5*. 


*1 know nothing a^out any allege *1 UI7I spies at Mine B. 

*1 do not know if there was ajy relationship between HID 
officials and the management of Mine *B* between 1935 and liay 12, 1937* 

*1 do not know if there was a wage scale controversy in the 
Spring of 1937, 

*1 do not Jrr.or if there ra.« r. MIA meoting on tho. night of 
liay 11, 1937 , 7 oamM reaper if I ruoeivr i .noti^a of a meeting on that 

night or not. ——— 

•On the morning of lay 12, 1937 I was told by a member of the 
PIA pit cemittoe to load the coal ours short. X do not know why. 

T ALaA -An**- "7 — '• '7 ^ Vi-tjt *■ r- nnu 4- V\m **1^0 •B* «n< fll n*n^. T do not 

AtULQi WUit« U^' A W k/j ov J- uiuo ~ — 

know why tho mine closed and X did not arJ: any questions. Ooal oars 
were loaded short on tho morning of Hay 12, 1937 and X loaded ooal oars 
short that day, but I do not know why and I do not know if there was a 
growing sentiment to strike that day. 

*1 signed a PUa petition of Iky 26, 1937. Thic^potition was 
brought to my home for my signature by a repress ntotive/PllA. I think 
th 3 petition was to show that I was for KIA, but I do not renter any 
details* Tho representative of FIul did not threaten me ii 1 aid not 
sign the petition. 

*1 did not sign any other petition in the Sumner of 1937. 

*1 did not know of the formation of now DID looal 7469 July 29, 

1937. 

•I think I attended sorw FH& meetings In the Sumer of 1937, but 
I do not know of ary violence or statements by the management of l&ne 
•B" during that period of tine. 

*1 saw in the newspaper in Sept. 1937 that Mine *B* was to have 
oponod. I went to Mine *B* to work, but no one went into tho mins, I 
do net know why they did not go to work, I acted as a picket from time 
to tine for about two nonthe subsequent to Sept, 1937. Ho one threatened 
me if I did not act as a pioket. So far as I know only miners at Mine 
*B* aotod as rickets and no outsiders were brought in as pickets. 
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“Sonet irra in November 1337 ionooiw inforrord tui 
pickets that they oould no longer picket 
*B* . I Co not know ■wty the miner* oould not picket 
any lon^c-z* or the attitude of other miner* oonoern— 
ttev coulf: not oioket. 

w *■ 

*1 had no notioo to return to work at V .i ne *8* Deo* 13 1 1937 
and Jan. 4 t 1939. 

■I voted at the H.L.R.B. election Deo. 15, 1957 for Kia. 

Ho one threatened r>o if I did not vote Kft and I want to vote voluntarily. 

•In a! out Fwardber, 1959 I reoerlvod notice , in un unknown 
nan nor- that Iii 3 :e ,v 8* .v %4 to aeons Z rebmod to liine *8* as a member of 
PIfiu 


^7 




i?1Z> 


JOfflJ L. LSNIS, ET 


^continuec 
int v the fact that 


fevr year r ^.ftor I returned to !Iine "B* to uork an election 
was held and UIIY won the election no king liine *Ef* a U!ST mine. A ehort 
tine after the election I joined as rajority voted for U.li.n’. 

1 did not care whether I was & ireribor of G*!1*7X* or FlUU 

*Uo one threatened me after ry return to work Nov* 1939 at 

T ^ *15^ T A 3 rirtf .aa frnirnno rtff f V>v*n h+.rtYlo^ nr flwv crMlH- 

* U I IV V | V WWW **«J ''♦*«' ’*'«*■ *»• ” W“W — — “V O"" ” ~ - 

*1 voted in the election to determine if liine *B* should have 
been a U.;^. mine or a P.II.A. nine. No one threatened me during the 
election. 


TTjtnessedi- 



i ^ 7 r T7 T> 


4>pUU AC4A 

Ipecial Agent, F.B.2.* 
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BE* JOHN L. LET. IS, ST AL 


INISHFIEK KITK 



L 


'T’c 'i? 7£> 


.ugust 27, 1943 by S pecial «. ents < 

he speaks Engl: 


is an alien' 




I { + 

\ r 

r‘ 


not 

_x 1 :± ii... "1 .">*1 Ua J 1 4 rt 4 vi^AHwin + 4 AA«\AAi»n 4 n » 4 

WWA >i L '*r>v- hi um’ f ana aau iivb4.c nu v* ««i u*«« wv**vv* *«x ««5 

inquiry. Kc submitted the following written statement* 


Y 


"Springfield, Illinois 
August 27, 1943 



make the following voluntary statement to_ 
whom I know to be Special x^ants of the 



era 


"I reside at 

•■jsantly employed 


eld. Illinois and I am 




an not a citizen of the Uixto 
of Intention at Springfield, Illinois in 
papers. I arrived in tho United Status in 
Springfield, Illinois. 



s. l filed a Declaration 
I liav e not received my second 
and came directly to 


"I joined the United Ifi.no '..'orkers, hereinafter referred to as the 
Ujr;, in Springfield, Illinois. My first job as a miner was 

at the near Springfield. 


Tlhen I worked under the Progressive Miners of -merica, referred 
to hereinafter as the Hi., * was well satisfied. I voluntaril. signed the 
PM,, petition on May 12, 1937. During this period, including Ifey 12, 1937, 
twelve men were working in llin B, where I then worked, as members of the 
HI., but I b.iieve the. secretly, were nemb -rs of the U!'T ana that they 
wore trying to g t members of tho Pill to join up with the Ul£«". 


"One of these twelve men, one Pete Carter , whom I knew personally, 
talked to ms in Springfield in June or July. 1937, in the business section 
of Springfield, at which time Carter told me that ’if I wanted to work in 
Mine B, I w ruld have to join the UK.;. No other throats were made to me. 

I understand that the other eleven of these men wore contacting members 
of the FMA in an effort to get then to change over to the Ulf\ I learned 
of this by word of mouth. I felt that these twelve men were being paid 
by the TO!.* for this specific job, that is, getting the men to join Ulfc.\ 


n r.*-' 

iiU <1 


"About Hay, 1937, Janes Hale, 


6n^ +Um ca4H hm 

u, iv “ — 


one of these men, started driving a 
got it frozi UlLii for t ho «or k h© ^ ^ 


for that union. 
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RE: JOHN L. LE.TS, ET AL 

J?7_£) 

INTERVTETT <1TH *It was the general opinion of the miners that 
(continued) Elshoff was paid by the UIP to keep the mine 

closed in order to break local 54 of the P1!A« 
I do not have any facts to prove that but he wouldn’t sign a contract with 
PM*, and the PHA miners felt that Elshoff favored the UUu, 


"I worked at Mine 

trouble started and 1 



le TFantlier. £reekjiia' 
there continuously until! 
therefore do not have any first nan: 
after I left liinc B, in liny, 1937. 


from to Uay 1937, Aboutthi^tim^t^^^ 

Jjnc an d later got a 

and in Docbnbo^JyT^otajo^wS 
e PH*, operated mine and I worked 
and never did go back to Mine B, and 
knowledge concerning the conditions 



"I have carefully’ read and fully understand the one and one-quarter 
pages of this statement which cont .ins the truth to the best of sc r knowledge 
and recollection. So threats or promises have been made to induce me to 
give the above statement," 


/»/ 



Tfitnessod: 


Special Agent, T. B. I. 



Special Agent, F. B. I.* 


- 291 - 



T T ? ~f Mk ''h W* 


O 


o 


Re : JOER L, LETIS , ET AL 


IKTrRYIEiT FITE 








Special Agents 


ieBByears of age, can scarcely speak 
©^"understand ^^^ish, and is unable to remember 
anything. Re was interviewed on August 26, 1943 by 
[and 



The foil Tiring signed statement was obtained from 


"Springfield, 111. 
August 26, 1943 


*1. 

1943, was contacted 


themselves as Special A~e 



Spring field, 111., on August 26, 
who identified 
nvestigation. They 


cnvAn nr 


eight years and to iry knowledge of work in the mine back in the early 
1930s, but I was unable to answer their questions because I cannot speak 
or understand English vary well and because of my age I am unable to 
remember things that happened. 


•SITTESSES 



signed) 



V o y 


C W.A ns B 1 


AVI 4 " 


FBI 


s i gned ) , Special Agent , F.E * I • 
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Re i JOHi L. LEWIS, ET AL* 


J 2 0 


bW 



was interviewed at his residence, 
pringfield, Illinois, by Special 


field, Illinois, He says he nas no criminal record. 


s presently employed at tfins »fl>. He understands English fairly 
English brokenly, 'but appears to have a good memory and tl 


well, speaks 

coherently. It is felt he would make a fair witness* 
statement was obtained from GLiNCI. 


thinks 
The following signed 


"Springfield, 111, 
august 2E., 3 .*43 

’• I maly^th^^oll^ingvoluntary state- 

ment to^Hm^HKand^|^mm|HV whom I know 
be Special Tgerts of^thc FbcTT^h^ccu^^^ivestigation & 
make it without fear of th>eat7 force or promise of any kind. 

r and came to the 

working in coal mines in Spring- 
I joined the UnitotJ Mine Workers of 

mrr ,^4-n ion +U* ml? 

UJB > vJLi u jljl jl. 7 y#. wuuu wmv vian 





wont Progressive, tnat is joined the Progressive Mine Workers, 
of America and I became Pit* in 1932. 


"In started working for Mine 'B*. 

1/hen the Ph.i was organized 'In 1932 I joined it because the 
majority of our local wanted to and it didn f t make any dif- 
ference whether I was IMY or PMa. I took no active part in 
the organizing of PliA, 

"During the time betwoen 1932 to 1937 I did not notice 
that the company, Elshoff, or Oscar Jhlcotti favored oither 
Pli', or UK?. During this time I noticed no attempts of 
UMSY to organize in Kino f B' and no one over tried to get me 
to join UK/ during this time. I thought PMA was a good union 
and I did not think any one in Pli*. was crooked. I thoug ht PUl was 
an honest union, 



"Between 1932 and 1937 I never saw any effort by 1M7 to pickc" 
organize or distribute literature at Mine *B , « 
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Re: JO»J L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


I? 7 C-r ^ 


t 



iw.«oUt two or three weeks before May 12, 1937 
two members of PI L\ were expelled from Flft* One was 
Joe Albanese but I can't remember the other man 'e 


name. At the nextmeeting of ?3 L. some more members were kicked out* John . . 
, Jharl jjjj^ohanon, TonW^lotch, J^nkJ^istin, Do minic Pasquale. 
he lev io us * ar.d a man named Jacaway w^ro all kicked out* But I do 


not know why these men were kicked out. I never heard of any of these men be- 
ing spies for UM7- 


"I do not remember going to a PTii, meeting May 11, 1937. About this 


time I knew we were having a little trouble with the company on our wage 
scale, and the ?lii officials told us they were trying to sign a contract 
with the company and w ~j to get a wage increase. I thought tho PMA. could 
got us just as much as the Uliff and it didn’t make any difference to me 
whether UW or Plil would try. No one from the company over talked to us 
about the wage trouble that I know about. 


was dressed but did not go down intu the mines.- Bio pit Coninittee of 
Pit. was in talking with the company ar.d they came out and bid us that 
there would be no work because the company would not sign the contract. 
It was our PIA. leaders who told us this, fti May 11, 1937 wo had gone 
dovm into the mines, and I had loaded two half cars of coal. The reason 
I only loaded half cars was that the driver would pull the cars before 
I could load them. I was called out at 222 Rf the afternoon of Ifey 11, 
1937, but I do not know why or who told us to go home. It was that the 
drivers told us that was all, and wc should go home. 


petition and I think it was about a month after the strike. I signed 
the petition at Pit. headquarters. That was tho only petition I signed 
and I never signed a UMtT petition. 


do not know anything more about that. Those same follows who were ex- 
pelled from Pl£i were the ones I heard organized the TJWT. No one ever asked 
me to join this TJ1W, 

■During the sunaer of 1937 the PMu just had its regular 
meetings, I beard of no wildcat meetings going on. 


Mine ' B ’ was going to re-open, but I was never notified to cone back to work 
at Mine »B’ in the fall of 1937. I never reported for work wtil about 



"On May 12, 1937, I went to work as a digger just as usual, I 


"Some time aftor wc went out on strike, I signed a PHI 


"I hoard a Ul£f local was formed in the sunncr of 1937, but I 


"In the fall of 1937 I road several tiroes in the newspaper that 
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Re; JDIfJ L. LEWIS, ET LL. 

IIJTERVIQ7 vara 
(Continued) 



^7c_ bl-P 

Sept. 26, 1937 I read in the paper that 
f B f was going £o open the next day so on 


the 27th I reported for work* I waited on top with the rest of the nen 
and the Flik. officials had a neeting with the company officials. Our 
leaders cane out and told us we were going to stay on the Mine *B * Property 
until the corapany recognized the Plf*. We had our picket line, or sit- 
down for about 56 days and the day or so before Thanksgiving, the U. S. 
Gov't came out and told us to leave. I was in the picket line all of 
the tine. The PUu did not have any outsiders cone in and picket with us. - 
The Plii leaders never used any force or threats to keep us in the picket 
line. 


"I do not remember an atteqpt to have the nines re-opened in 
Deo. of 1937, but I renenber reading in the paper that the nines 
would re-epen in January 1938. I went down to PLIa headquarters and they 
told ne they had hoard the nine was going to open and i f I wanted to 
report could. and 

to wait a day to se^SWH^^nor^Anm^opur^Towori^he first day. 

The second day I heard only five or six had reported for work 80 I did not 
bother to _ up to Mine 'B’. 

n I renenber in December of 1937 the National I<xbor Relatione 
Board held an election which the PM* 1 won. I voted and no one forced or 
threatenod ne in any way. 

"In November of 1939* I got a letter from the company telling 
r.e to cone back to work, .about the next day the Pill had a neeting at 
which we decided to go back to work. This was decided by a notion. We 
went back as PM U but without a contract but we were told a contract 
would be signed in thirty days. I thought the P4.i could get us a good 
contract, but after thirty and sixty days when we didn’t get a contract, 

I began to lose faith in the Pit* lawyer. I never thought about whether 
the BIST could get us a contract until the next Burner. 

"Eron the time we went back to work in Nov. of 1939 uitil 
1941 no one ever tried to influence nc in any way to join the 0147. No 
one ever threatened me or beat ne or gave rsa any Ull/ literature. I hoard 
some of the fellows were beat up and hurt by Ulif men but I never saw any- 
thing like that. During this tire I never noticed anyone from the company 
try to influence me, I got qy same room back and no one bothered ne . 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. i 

7c bnp 

INTERVIEW "After we went back to work in Nov. 

(Continued) of 1939, I noticed no unusual cave-ins or 

fires and did not notice there had been any. Everything looked all right 
to roe, and I went right to work# 

"In July of 1940 I saw that the P11A. would not be able to get a 
contract with the company so I voluntarily joined the UJS? by getting a card 
from the im,T committee, I never had any trouble with the PMA. after this 
and I an certain no one forced me to join Ul£/. I joined UUS7 because I 
wanted to keep ny job and not lose my home and I could see the majority of 
men in July of 1940 were ready to join UK# and I wanted to be with the 
majority. 

"I voted in the NLRB election in Feb., 1941, and no one forced, 
threatened or promised me in any way in this election. I wont to vote 
by myself and was not afraid. 


"I an still v/orking in. Mine n B ! ' and have been since Nov. of 1939. 
I am satisfied with everything. 


"This statement of seven pages has been read to roe by Agent 
it is true and correct to the best of ny knowledge 



and 




Special Agent, F.B.I. 

pccial Agent - F.B.I." 


29 £- 
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Ret JOHN L. LET.IS, ET A L 


Id ?C— b'l P 


intervik: ‘.ith 

interviewed at his 
Special Agents 

This individual worked at the Mine "8" on 



Illinois, was jointly 
once cm Aug ust 30. 1943, by 
ondMK 
y 12, 1937 whex^^^cToso^suid 


the first day in November, 1939, when it opened. He was cooperative, 
appeared sincere, and is presently employed at Mine W B*» He executed the 
followin'; statement: 



Illinois 
August 30, 1943 



bor; 




make the following voluntary statement fc 
whom I know to bo Special Agents of 
Investigation, U.S ; - . Dopartment of Justice. 

Illinois. I presently 

reside at Illinois. I joinet^ko United Mine workers of America, 

hereinafte^referred tc as the TOM, in |^^VLnd started working in the Pea- 
body mine #62 at Riv erton, Illino is,- was years old. I worked at 

the Peabody mine f c r and then starte^rorking at Mine B, near 

Springfield, Illinois aoou^^PMwrhich was under contract with UMI7. I con- 
tinued working at this mine under the UMn until 1932, At this time I was 
not in favor of the wage scale reduction which tho officers of TOIH wanted 
to sign us under and later the ballots were stolen. Therefore, I was dis- 
satisfied with UIT7 management and I voluntarily joined the Progressive Miners 
of America, which will be referred to hereinafter as the BiA. I have never 
held an office in any mine union. 


*As far as I knew, Elshoff was on good terms with TOTT at Mine B. 
prior to 1932. I willingly joined PMA when Mine B went Progressive in 1932 
end I was well satisfied with the management of the union. Elshoff seemed 
to get along with FMA local 54 from September, 1932 t^Aoril, 1937. I 
worked ip the mine fromfl|HVto May, I 

went or PUA ns I live^;oo far away to 

attend. I was not familiar with what was going on except talk I heard at 
the mine. I still work at Mine B, and new under UMn. 


*1 never heard Elshoff or Falcetti say they favored TOUT but I 
felt they wanted to sign a contract with ULTi* because they let a group of 
non organize in the mino. I noticed this aggitation and organizing for 
UL1F start about April, 1937 and continued until the mine closed on May 12, 
1937. The group of men 1 rocalled that did this organizing were as follows! 



o 


Be: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


i 

<b 


VC 


y m> 


INTERVIEW WITH 
^conTTnue^^ 


1937, James Hal e f C harles Bohannon and (judge Bvngarnv r , 
sftose truename is Lee Bumgarner all got new cars* I 
heard they were paid for organising for BUST, hut I 
do not know hew much they were paid or who paid them. 
These men, who were BL* spies never contacted me to get me to join the TICT, 
but they did contact other miners. 1 heard such remarks being made by some 
of these twelve men to Progressive miners after the mine opened under open 
contract after November, 1939, and before the BIHT won the NLRB election j 
sometime later as follows: "73iy don't you join the BLT7. The FMA is no 11 

good for you. You won’t be able to work much longer if you stay with the 
wrr" . 


"I did not attend the meeting, of FLA on Lay 11, 1937 when the 
five men who were ULT. organisers were thrown out of the FLA. However, the 
next day when Elshoff would not discharge these five men, the miners were 
dissatisfied and the cars were loaded short* I think the cars were loaded 
short because Elshoff would not discharge these men, and not because there 
was any trouble over the wage scale controversy. 


member 

time. 


IT T a * __ — . J A- 1_ /*. I— W ' / «n 4- ■» ^ “I A%l ftwi 1 'n.. 

A Dl^L.CU AA—U U41 u*ujr 


. . - TXJTA 


and to show the R1A had the majority of the miners working at that 
I signed this petition voluntarily at the mine. 


"In Lay, 1937, I helped in the FLA picket line for about a 
week. I was at the nine every time it attempted to open from Boptember, 

27, 1937 until it did open in Novenbor, 1939. when I wont back to work in 
Line B in November, 1939, I went in as a member of FLA. I am still working 
at Line B, but now under the ULn. I saw notices in the newspapers and 
heard from the miners about the attempt to open the mine, but I don't 
remember just what the dates w ere. 


•I remained a member of FLA until after the NLRB election in 
1941 when the ULT? got the bargaining rights and then joined UK7Y merely be- 
cause I wanted a job, I have no fault to find with the FLA. They treated 
me fine and that union was well managed as far as I knew. 


"In November 1939 when Line B opened as an open shop Charlea- 
B ohannon and th e ot her eleven men I mentioned in this statement as well as 

and Cudg e Bumga rner and others 

try to convert"T5e» The 

FLA did nothing about this organising, except expelling the five men frcm 


T,he union. 


Tiu_ Ji J . AL AVi . * AA-- 

A lie U1 U. J1U WiA.il W WUC CZ.A i w*D (IIXUQ u^«ueu AU 


November, 1939, but just waited for the law to take care of it, but the 
law was too late. 


"In tho NLRB ©lection on December 15, 1937, I think the eleotion 
was run fairly I never hoard from anyone that there was any fraud. The 


. 298 - 


o 


Be: JOHN L. LKIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW T.ITH 




c_ 


b'lD 



JHL won the election, but Elshoff would not sign & 
contract. In the next NLRB election in February, 
1941 the ULT77 won and Elshoff signed a contract right 

avrnv i*r^ +.K +Ko TTt/77_ T f/>1 +: El v n*fc na ^ d fiff 

\kHVi j 4. V*i W VIM Ilf « • V * V V * ^ j ■ ■■ — 

for keeping the mine closed. The Bik had the bargaining rights in Hay, 
1937 and -'till had the bargaining rights after the first NLRB eleotion, 
and tte non always wanted to work, but Elshoff would not sign a contract 
but instead let the mine stay idle. 


*hen I went back to 


* I worked at Line on Hay 11, 1937 when it shut down and I.want 
back in November, 1939, and worked the first day the mine was open. The 
mine was in bad shape with cave-ins and bad air. 

Lino B in November, 193?. I saw nothing that: looked like 
fire or a big flood m the mine, I w*nfc ia-.k to work in tho west section 
of Line B, 


j- ’ i a 

I ,/luTItJ liitu WfWii 


"in ny opinion, there was no maintain ance woriedon^ mine 
during the time it was shut down exepet pumping done by H^H^HHHpfrcm 
the top of the mine. Some coirpany men worked in the min^t^ge^i^in 
better shape about two days lofore ic re-opcned. 


"I have carefully read and fully understand the two and a half 
pages of this statement and it contains tho truth to the best of ay 
knowledge. 


(i) 



itnessedj 


Special Jigent, FBI. 
f. Special iigent, FBI. 


< 


nnn 


• (77 - 
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Re: JO»T L. LEWIS, ET A L. 


M 0 


b 7£> 



r^TERvIZW WITH 


_ ^ Illinois, was 

"jointly interviewed at his residence on August 29/ 



1943 by Spec^^igents 
is a man years 

tactics Most of 

6ay, He executed the following written statement; 


who resented the 

e~ furnished was bear* 


r 


_JJI 4 ^^^^^^|^^_jiske_Wne^ollowing voluntary statement 
to ■BHmi whom I know to be 

Specia^igent^of the TederalBTreau of Investigation, U. 5. 
Department of Justice, 


Illinois. I was born 
Illinois on | 



refe rred to 
_ id never 

seen a member of the pit 


"I joined the Uhited liine 
hereinafter as the UU7, at 
held any office in the union but 
committee, U}1J while I worked at 

"From worked in th^aines near 

Illinois as^^emoe^o^the UH/. About ^[|l went to work in 
M ine £ and continued to work there rntil the strike closed the 
mine in May, 1937. Rrom May, 1937 to November, 1937 I was »i- 
employed, and in the latter part of 1939* I believe in November/ 
I sta rted back to wor k in Mine B, and continued t o work there 
mtil I quit Dining at that time 




"From 1927 to 1932 the IQI? and hlsboff got along fine, but 
when John L. Lewis favored a reduction in the wage scale and a 
vote was taken and come of the thugs working for him made off 
with the ballot box and Lewis signed up with the operators on 
an emergency contract. I was glad to get out of the DMf7 and 
join the Progressi ve M iners pf >uperica , referred to hereinafter 
as the Plk. The rest of the miners felt the same was and the 
PMA was formed. ~ 


"From 1932 to about January 1937 ELshoff got along al- 
right with the Fife., About 1937, in January, a number of men 
holding Pltk cards, but who were organizing for the Ull/ went 
through Mine B trying to convert the men to Dll/. The men they 
were trying to convert were members of the FMA. Some of these 
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Re: JOHN L. LEkfIS, ET AL. 


JNTERVID/ WITH 
(Continued) 






Pia they tried to convert to the 
11117 "were beaten up, and 


who lives Uli* 10 * 5 * and whose true name is Lee Bungarne r^bsat 

up a young Italian miner with a pick handle while he was in the mine eo 
bad that he was in the hospital for months. Before this Italian miner 
was beat up he told me that Ch arles jBohann on and *€udge 1 b^d 

told him that he had better sign up with the ULR* 


"Carl Elshoff and Oscar Falcetti wanted to sign up with the 
UK,' and they got a bunch of thugs in the mine to swing the men over to 
the UlfiV membership. *-s best as I can recall, this happened about three 
months before the strike in May, 1937. These men were members of the PUA 
but also working for the UlfY. Some of these men were 

Joe A1 banes e , A ndrew Schrelevious . Dominic pasmjale r P ete Carter, Tf frank^ 
Austin, Tony P lotch, John Cotton , whom I also knew as John Anani as. John 
jjj rttmt . George Jacavra y, Emory Jacaway. C harles Bohannon and James Hale . 

"Falcetti and Elshoff were very friendly with the above mentioned 
thirteen men and the others who helped them, Feilcetti and Elshoff had 
these men at the Mine B. company, office where they had drinking parties 
at night. I did not personally see this, but Bill gorntThan r President olT* 
PMA and John Sch neid er who also holds an office in the PUA, saw this 
ASSocidtrion# 

"I never heard Falcetti or Elshoff say they wanted to sipi up 
with UUI, but Charles Bohannon, who Elshoff and Falcetti were friendly with 
told me I had to sign up with the UIA7 or else I could not work, as the 
miners were going over to Ulif. 


"I thought PMA was a fine union, and that it was well run* I 
recall t3iat the officials of Pitt got along well with the members of that 
mi on, at mine B. 


"In the spring of 1937 when there was a wage scale controversy, 

I don *t recall what the PUA officials said what the contract with the 
operators consisted of and there was a slowdown, I believe the slowdown 
was due to Elshoff *s thugs who by their trying to organize caused hard 
feelings, and I do not believe the slowdown was due to any wage scale 
trouble* These thugs I mentioned before in this statement were big 
men, and pretended to be air testers but they vralked all over the mine 
organizing for Ultf and trying to signup the m iners with UW. One of these 
so-called air testers was named a name that eomds like 

that. I know him when I see 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL- 


IN TERVI ew mu 
(Continued) . 


hi 


c 




"I attended the meeting of the Pill cn 
the night of May 11, 1937. This was held 


at the Plft. hall on North 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois, and I learned 
of this special meeting because I saw it posted on a bulletin board at the 
mine. I voted to expell the five men who were expelled from the PJSk, be- 
cause it was shown that they were VUt spies and disloyal to the FUl. I 
believe I remember that one of the five even voted to have himself ex- 
pelled from Pltv. PJ&. had a closed shop agreement with Elshoff at this 
time, and Elshoff should have discharged these men after they were ex- . j 
pelled from the union. As a matter of fact, I think he should have fired J ; 

them before that for their activities in the mine. Four of the men who 

were expelled did not attend this meeting, as near as I can recall, and 
did not say anything in their own defense, 

"The rank and file were advised of the expulsion of the five men 
the day after it happened, by word of mouth. The rank and file thought 

these men should have been expelled. Later, when Elshoff would not fire 

these men the miners were mad and loaded the coal cars short and later in 
the day, May 12, 1943, very little coal was coming up from the mine, and the 
mine went on strike. This was not due to wages. It was because Elshoff 
would not fire these five man, who no longer belonged to PMA. 

"I voluntarily signed the PUi. petition on )§ay 26, 1937 to 
show that I was a member of Plk. The petition was to show that PMl had 
a majority and should have the bargaining rights in the mine, I sigied 
this petition near the mine where there were about 100 automobiles parked, 
to sec that UU7 did not take over the mine. 

"From May 1937 to November , 1939 I assisted in picketing this 
mine from time to time. 


"In the sumer of 
forget what it was for, 
my house and I voluntarily 



I signed another PMl petition but I 
(phonetic), brought this one to 
it 


"I did not attempt to go back to nine B until November 1939 
at which time it had been working about a month, 

"I was not in favor of the Federal injunction of December 9* 
1937 which prevented the PMA from picketing and the miners did not 
like it, but 1 thought and believed the miners thought the NLRB 
election held on December 15, 1937 was fair, I don’t see how it could 
have boon otherwise. 


were 


■From November 1939 to February, 1941 the Ullf and the Pm 
at odds, and they both had their own check weighman. PMl had a 
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gradually the \Mi signed the miners up with UlEf and hired UltJ members and 
when UM/ felt they had enough membership built up like this, they called 
for another NLRB election. This time the UMW won the election, so I felt 
I had to sign up with the U14U. 

"I heard that Elshoff and Falcetti associated with UM7 of- 
ficials and I heard the Pit. watchers saw Ray Edmundso n at the Mine B of- 
fice in May, 1937, after the mine had shut Sowrt dufePto the strikeT^T 
don’t trust John L. Lewis. I dont trust Elshoff and Falcetti because 
they would appear to cooperate with the PHI , and would secretly deal 
with the UK-.', while the PMA had a closed shop contract with the mine. 

I would not rejoin the U14V if I could have obtained a job anywhere else 
at that time. 

have read and fully understand the three pages of this state- 
scant which contains the truth to the best of ngr knowledge* 


»/S 



"Witnessed* /S 

/S 



[, Spl. **gent, F.B.I. 
Special Agent F.B.I.* 
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V V INTERVIEW WITH 



On August 27, 1945, __ 

was interviewed by Specia 

at his reside nce 

N^TT* 




Springfield, 
and came t o 

He is employed as 

be reached througr^^nexgnTO^^^ele- 
phone, speaks English brokenly and can un- 

der stan^^ig^^f^^arly^bu^i^^oberency, especially in fact recoU.ecticm 
is not very good* , His value as a witness is good out his auixi^y w 
be a satisfactory witness is extremely doubtful and it is felt he would 
not make a good witness. He advises he has no criminal record* 


"Spr ingf ie Id ; HI . 

August 27, 1943 

- — - - gjpring x ieid, 

1 1 | fmu"'i Hi 1 i I 1 1 i i ii 1 1 1 In and 

whom I know to be Special Agent^^Th^Wneral 

Bureau of Investigation. I make it without fear of threat, force 

Hta AMfKm c a A T' Ontr W r»^ 

V4 VlUAPy va w*i j «vjumva« 



in about 


"I was bom in 

became 


and came to the U. S. 



■In about I first started working' in coal mines ana at 

this time I became^^ember of the United Mine Workers of America 
thion. I remained a UlAf man intil 1932. In about I started to 

work in Mine ‘B* in Springfield, and I was a U1I7 then. 

"In 1932 a wage scale question came up and the BMW had a vote 
at which time I voted. The result was about 5 to 1 against taking a cut, 
but John L. Lewis, or the District Ulif, called for another election in 
which I al so/yoted, but the ballots were stolen and I heard they had 
been put inflj||mmcar and he took them. There had been an Injunction 
in Illinois against John L. Lewis but at this time in 1932 the injunction 
was lifted and Lewis signed the contract which called for a wage cut. So 
the Progressive Mine J^ker£._eXj^jrAfiaJJnion was ^organized and I joined 
the ulffi In 15 "STicrTT 


rat 


"Between 1932 and Hay 1937 I can remember no strikes or shut downs 
and during this time no one tried to influence me either by talk or force 
into joining the U147. I had no trouble with the PMA during this time 
either-and I never knew of any wfair assessments against us. I trusted 
the PMA officials and I thought it was a good inion* 


304 - 




c 


Q 
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, bOJ> 

ITTERVIEVT WITH "In about 1936 JaclJ^fllcetti who was the bottom 

boss at that time was* talking alone with me at the 
bottom of Mine »B * and he said if we all belonged 

to U5f / it would be better. But I told him a fellow had no voice in UMrf 
and he sa_d nothing more about it. Between 1932 and 1937 no one triad to 
get me to join m?7 and during this time I thought that the company favored 
UK7 but I can remember nothing to substantiate this except that it was just 
a feeling I had. Between 1932 and 1937 a man JbijaOT&honey "ho was a motor- 
man at Mine »B' - but who is now de ad - tpld me that Oscar Falcetti had 
told him he, Oscar, didn -t think I, was on the right side. I 

thought the were talking about the ^^^^^^^Talcetti thought I should 
belong to I®/. But nothing more was ever said or done about that. 

"i/hen some of the Pitt men were convicted of bombings along about 
this time, I really felt they had been railroaded and were not guilty, and 
I still really believe they were not guilty. I think most of the men who 
belonged to Pitt at that time felt the same way. 

"A few weeks before May 12, 1937, some of the Pitt men were ex- 
pelled from the Pitt union for spying for UMrl. There were about six men ex- 
pelled, but they were not expelled all in the same day but probably over 
a period of a week. These men were Chari e^J ^Bowline Gree n ypnhannrm t 
Elmer Jacawav. who was one of the last one6 to be expelled because I re- 
member him voting to expel 'Bowling Green', Frank Austin . Pete Carter, 
and I can't remember the rest. I had never noticed these men acting as 
spies for UMtf. 

"I remember there was ^ft ween ^ and the 

company in the Spring of 1937 and/tne mine were bad. The company would 
ref vise to talk with the Pitt committee. X think the committee, Pitt, tried 
to get the company to fire those men who were expelled from the Pitt but the 
company would not do this. During this time, the Spring of 1937, I 
noticed no slow downs or work stoppages.- and paydays were no different 
from any other day, "e were working pending settlement during this time 
and I felt the company was trying to force trouble so they could close 
the mines. But I cannot remember nov/ what caused be to believe that. 

But I still feel that way about it. 

*1 do not remember whether I went to a Pitt meeting May 11, 1937. 

I went to work the morning of May 12, 1937, and sometime during the morning the 
eager told me that work was to stop and that everyone was to come out. 

1 /pen I got on top, ,or ^rat her in the cage on the way up I was with Elmer 
duacaway track layer and^^^^said, 'They finally 

got them', Bu^^a^wiot know what he meant^O^top I heard rumors that 
the company refused to meet with the committee and I thought that was why 
we were striking. 
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Re: jviii L. LEwjlS, jst £L* 

^ ? c j, 7/9 


TtnnniTn ts./ wtt'bi 

xnijrfikijjjn i« 4. ixi 



w Qn th6 morning of !fey 12^ 1QJ? I wa.fi 

I noticed what I thought was an 
musua^nSiber of cars loaded short* 


r Af + *er we went out on strike for a period of several weeks 
or more, several petitions were circulated by PJJA. and I remember at 
least two of them and I signed both* I also heard UMf cent a petition 
but I never signed it* 


"Sometime in the summer of 1937 I rememoer nearing 
I do not know how t o spell his n ame, but he l ives 

shot by 

whose name I do not know 




went to jaii ior b months bu - 
I he ard it~yas because be threw his gun away; 

after they were shot and^^^^ptold me they were 
"not sien ud with Uliu 



off and ___ 

iandCBj 

e would 


"When the liine »B* was opened, or they tried to open it, in 
September 1937, I did not know the mine was being re-opened and I didn't 
get there until two days after they tried to re-open it. I heard they 
would only let UlWT men down in the mine and would not let PMA men work. 
We started a picket line and had a 8 itdown for about 56 days. I was in 
the sit down most of the time until the U. S. ilarshall told us we would 
have to get out, just before Thanksgiving of 1937. 


"Inuring the stunner of 1937 no one tried to get me to join 
UliT and the company did not try to influence me. The PliA officials did 
not use any land of force, threat or promise to make roe stay in the 
picket lines . 1 wanted to be in the sit down because I thought the PMA 
was right. I remember nothin g unusual during the sitdown, but we 
guarded the mine and bldgs very well during this time because we 
were afraid UtfV would try to blow things up and blame Pitt. 


"The Pitt and myself, did not feel good about having to get 
off the sitdown because we thought it was unfair that we, PMA, could 
do nothing and U1&-* could do anythin, but it was a Federal order and 
we knew we had to obey it. 


"After that I went to work for several construction companies 
until the nine »B * reopened in 1939. 


it Mine *B 1 until 
about Nov. of 1939, when on Nov. 2, 1939, I reoeived a registered 


_ J A; a/4 A A AA 4- f\ 

' j_ W&S 11CVC1 HU t lll^U w tw 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


^ c - b7P 

T + n«n fwswi Ike ft^«ir\< 5 inw 4 - rv pnmO Via r»V T do 

WVW* V1U VJiV wwtuw wv — p * ■— 

not remember any attempts on the part of the 
company to re-open the Mine 'B 1 before that 

time. 

,! Jvo one tried to contact me in connection either with the UlffT or the 
company or the Pitt, from pec. of 1937 until Nov. of 1939. 



IT 3 t nn Wrttr 

j-i_ *** ** w v m 


IQ^Q 

* ' 9 


I thought the 


the wage scale would be the same as the rest of the mines. 

FM1 would have a contract with the company in the near' future and I was still f 
member of rjj\* 


"From the time I went back to work in Nov. 1939* until Dec. 31# 
194 Oj I did not vote in any elections for union certifications, and I 
do not remember of there being any election. 


K \ nr T Tran 4 Vvn Lr 4 a lirn r*l r T n TO "ifl nn nV O Vvn A ITfT 0 

uvi j. u wit u buv r\ w »i v* *v nv r i * 7^/7 vn v* .w a » «(j « » y 

1940 a fellow nancd^|MHlH[^| wno was UHW and was a driver but 
did not do much work^5!^Sc^ic^worked in Mine 'B' before Hov. 1939 > 
approached roe in the wash house and said I would have to join the old 
one. I told him I didn't know what he was talking about and he said I'd 
find out. He might have said it was the United Mine Workers, but I 
cannot definitely remember. 


"Right after that, maybe the next day aftei 

+ A kA i an 111 A A I— U k A < A T It* »» A+ A 1 . A 4- A ABni- n ^ n rtf ^ k A <4«+ J 

Kf\J tlKi ill W1C 1 T Ui JJUf WCl VJ- u**c uaut j 

jumped on the motor I was running in Mine 'B*. I asked what' he" 
doing & he said it was none of my damn busine ss and h e told me he 'd knock 
my block off. But my b oss was there and told^|M||^ltckeet^uietand 
told me to take^Hjflfcout on the motor,, My bos^wasflH^HHjH^B whose 
name I do not know how~to spell. 1HHBB a PMA. worker at that time 
heard this arguement. 


/ 



"About this same time a fellow named! 


j j. _ 


n**n «nn naa jusx. COme to mine *B* asked roc to /gbin Dili and said i 


didn f t join then I might not be able to get in later, 
didn *t want to join then but would wait. 


who was a UWT j 
I told him I / 


•During this time the company also discriminated against me by / / 
not letting me work as often as I should haw.* When I went in to com- / / 
plain to Oscar Fal.~«.~ia he said I didn't want to work* that I was rwi- '! 
ring around with the progressives. 
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INTERVIE H VaTH 



bOc \?q/) 


"About in the Sumner of 1940 
told me I had better sign up wi 
that was all that was said or done. 




mt 

getne 


"Also about that 
rxr . is in the rrnne^ 


the 

£r. Bill told 




ge 

for him. 

alter he rode vixn-inem ^ney oecame 
well. The other motorn^n 
cannot spell, and a mar. nanedjH^K 


tiro Oaca^Falcetti told ©e to show 
time rrhen Yfc Bil^Kurtock and I were to- 
7as stil^a^ Progressive and to watch out 
with other motonnen who were PUi. but 


um , 
name 
and brie name' 


cannuL 


rtsui8uibei 



#. 

wuo 


whose name I 


"On the day before I was hurt which would be Bee. 30, 1940, I was 
working in a room as a coal digger^ I sa? someone go by my room* X asked 
him what time it Yfas but he wouldn 't answer me. A few minutes later I 
saw him with a sheet next to his head and a pick handle uider his arm. 

I recognized him as ’CudgeJ or 0. L. B umgarner, or Baumgartner. I am not 
certain as to the spelling. 3ut I cannot remember any UJ4? man trying to 
talk me into joining UM-/ that day. 


"On Dec. 31, 1940, I went to work a^usua^and ^ went toolroom. t, 

borne time just before noon a driver notified Pill 

committeemen that they were wanted at the distric^anc^that wa^wn^^H^ 

X saw of them that day. They were the entrymen nearest me. At about noon 
X heard some one coming and as I looked up I saw someone with a pick handle ori \ 
sheet just like f Cudge * had been carrying the day before that. This man whe 
I am positive was jjjudge * started beating roe with the pick handle. He \T 

broke my arm and jav; and really messed me up. *Cudge* was a WSJ organizer, 
and only once before had he tried to talk me into joining Ultff, 

"As a result of the beating I was in the hospital about two weeks 
or more I never returned to Mine *B r after Dec. 31, 1940. 

! "bhen the National Labor Relation Board held an election in about 

! peb. of 1941 I voted PMk but Ul*? won* I never had anything to do with 
I ULne »B * after that. I still belong to the Plft and pay my dues, but I 
' have never worked in a mine since Dec. 31, 1940. I stay in the tnian 
j because I like the group and because I like the democraticness of the 
■ organization . 

"When I went back to Mine »B* in Nov. of 1939, I heard there 
had been some fires but I never saw anything to show there had been a 
big fire. There had been some small cave ins but I noticed no uiusual 
cave-ins, I never signed anything for uiaf after 1932. I believe I 
signed a membership card for PMi in the sunnier of 1940. 
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■^7 c_ bO£> 



IR TER VIEW WITH 


"About a week or so after we went out oo 
strike in May, 1937, I remember the UHT had a 
meeting on Monroe St. at Redman's Hall, They 


invited all Progressives but I cannot remember how, I was in front of \ 
the hall before the meeting and I saw a clerk from ELshoff 's office 
whose name I cannot remember, but he is small & wears glasses and I 


would recognize him if I saw him, go into the meeting. I think there 
were mor e company men ther e, but I cannot remember who. After the 
meeting name I cannot spell, came up to me, 

had beeri^^^^W^^^^^^nd hit me. He gave me a black eye, but I 
could not hit him because he had several men with him. j 

"Agent MMI has read this statement of twelve pages to un 
I acknowledge it t^o^irue and correct to the best of my knowledges 




/S/ 



"■fitnesses 


/S 


/s 



Special agent, P.B.I. 


[Special agent - F.B.I," 
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f: 


1943 by Special 
he was bom in 

P<» urat; nn+.tiT'al i 9.aH "fn 


was interviewed at his residence , 
Springfield, Illinois, on August 28, 

He state d tha t 
e ttiited States in 

He speaks Enelist 



^ very poorly and good witness] 

advised that he has no criminal record. The following signed statement was 
obtained from 1 

"Springfield, HI. 

August 28, 1943 

Spr ingfield, 

• pi . m.” k rTfi^^nmrwvonmary statement 

and whom I know to be Special 1 umm in 

the Investigation. I nuke it without fear 

of threat, force or promise of any kind. 


ana 


n I was born 

U. 5. in^H| 1 first SW M TOWgTMIf P - 

and first joined a union in Springfield, 111. - , in 
I became a member of Uhitod Mine Workers of America, 




sylvania 
when 


"I started working in mne.'B' in Springfield in about 
HHH and when the Ul£1 local turned and started with the Pro- 
gressive lflne Workers of America in 1932, I became Pi!A. 


"Between 1932 and 1937 neither the Mine company nor 
the UlfW tried to make me change back to ULW. I liked the PKA and 
I did not think they were crooked. But I was afraid the ViEJ 
\ra.s crooked. 


*1 remember the bombing cases and I don f t think the men 
who were convicted got a fair trial, I think John L, Lewis 
sent in a lot of witnesses. 


"During the time between 193b and l yji some oi the man 
in PMA were trying to get us to go over to They wore 
Stmgarner, Bowling finim Bahaanon, Pas^uale, Tony Plotch and 
some others I cannot remember. These men wore kicked out of 


"D7 f kn^rtwen r\ f +K*I i 
j- uux. w wuuu v w * VI«A< 


"I did not go to a A meeting the night before we 
wont on strike on Hay 12, 1937. But when we wont on strike 
our PMk leaders told ne wc were striking because of the wage 
scale. They didn *t 6ay we wore striking, they said the company 
just didn *t want to pay us our back wages. 
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"I don't remember signing our petition of either 
the Km or the UH7 after we went out on strike. m about 
Sept. 1937, the P1& set up a picket line, or a sitdown 


strike, at line »B T for about 56 days because we ditto 't want the to try 
to work the urine, I was there the whole tinu, until just before Thanksgiving, 
1937, the U. S. liir shall told us we had to get out. I neter received 
notice in Sept, of 1937~from the company to come back to work. I didn't 
go back to any mine after that until in Nov. 1939 when I got a letter to 
como back to line *B ' • This letter vac from tho company. I was on *3PA 
all the time the line 'B 1 was closed. 


"Right after wo want out on strike in 1937, I voted in an election 
which the FLIT. . von over the UU<. No one threatened or forced me to vote 
and no promises were made to me. 


"*.ftcr we went back to work in Nov. of 1939, there would bo men 
come to work for a fev weeks and then leave. They weren't from this part 
of the country and had not worked at 'B' before, "fhile they were there 
they tried to talk me into joining U!£; , but they never hurt or threatened 
me. During this tine I heard Oscar Falcetti toll us that Mine *B' 
would be U1W and he didn 't want any P-Ia. During this time I saw these 
UKT men beat up the PHi men but I can't remember any names, except I know 
I was one of the U11T men who was fighting. No one ever hit me. 


"■.Then we had an election in about February of 1941, Bowling Green 
and these other Li men told me I had to vote for 016/ or they would beat 
me up. I told then I would vote the way I wanted to. 


"I kept on working at Itine 'B' from Nov. of 1939 vntil Jan, of 1943* 
except for about a month and a tialf and in Jan. 1943 I went to work at 
Panther Creek mine. 


":ihen TT.I; won the election in Feb. 1941 I joined U14T and was 1117 
until Jan. 1943, when I vent Pli.. 

"I have had this statement of four pages read to me by Agent 
and it is true and correct to tho best of my knowledge. I cannot write^^^* 

"His X Mark. 

"h'itness 


M 


■ -s 



Special Agent, F.B.I, 
Special ^igent F.B.I." 
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REi JOHN L. LWIS. KT A L. 


^?o 





Interviewed at M» hcna, 

8~28^4^D^SpeoiA^^^ents *od 

I was partially deaf and uz^^^^t^epeoS^or 
I enough to he iptorvi advised be 


did not b-'-vv.. a criminal record* 


? 




The following 


tinned » tc. talent *«u s obtained 



"Springfield, 111* 
August 28, 1945 



; field. 

Ill *, make the foi l owing voluntary statenont 
and whan I Immv to be 8pooial Agents of the 

Bureau of Investigation , no foroo, throats or premises have bean 
made In obtaining this statomont* 


"I am unaDlo to understand English and oonnot speak English 
very woll, therofore, I am unable to mako any statement* I am also 
almost doaf and find it almost impossible to understand English* 



"I ms born in? 
U* S* f ran 


I omnigratod to the 
Ton of tho 0* 8* 


"I ha vo had this statenont read to no and understand what hms 
boon road, this statenont is truo and oorreot* 



’Witnossodi- 



Spooial .agent, F*B*I* 
Spooial Agent, F*B*I*" 
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The following signed statement Tra t executed by 



\ 


•Springfield, 111* 
August 28, 1945* 


Y 



of Investigation, no force* threats or promises liave been made in 
obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used 
in a court of law* 


111*, at which time I beoarne a nsnoer of UjfT. I was employed in the 
Sangamon I line until the Fall of which tine 1 was anployed by 

line *B*, as the Sangamon "ine stop^d operating. I have no information 
concerning I!ine *B* prior to tho Fall of 


mine at which time I become a member of KIA as majority of the employees 
wished to change to P!1A. I do not knot? the reason I changed from OUT 
to KIA in 1932 and 1 do not know the reason majority of the minors 
wished to change. It did not nako ary difference to ne whet union I 
was a nenbor of. I took no part in the formation of FIA* 


with F between the Fall oi^HHftand !lay 1937. Thore were no strikes 
or closedowns during that per^^of tine* The management did not have 
a hostilo attitudo in settling grlevencos nor did the management express 
any partiality to U*!l*Ti* 

•I considered F7IA. an honest union, one that was not being 
oporated as a rackot. No measure of compulsion was used to keep 



"I was employed in 



iy tho Sangamon Coal liine, Springfield, 



*1 have never been an officer in any union. 


"In 1932 Sangamon !line ehanged from a BUT mine to a FUk 


•The managomont of 'Jine *B* seened to be on good relations 
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JtJTc; i,. nfl* IS, FT AL 

members of FHA in line. 1 took no Interest in 
union affairs. During the depression PHA had 
unusually high special assessments for unemployed 
miners, which I did not like, but there were no 
unusually high special assessments during the tine I was employed at 
liiae Vj I know nothing a'oout the bcsribing oasos as I took no interest 
in then. 


intsivie; t:ith 



•During the tine I was employed at llino *B* TOI* did not set 
up a picket line nor did UIIT distributeap^l^erature. Ko one attem pted 
to change ne frcn PHA. to Ulfl’ although 
Springfield, 111., a fomor employee 

advised r» I should change fVorj PHA to Dill as working conditions would 
have been better. I informed him 1 would do whet majority of the 
niners did as I did not oare whether 1 was PHA or DU*’. * 


Iline *B*. 


“I never saw any officals of UH7 with the management of 


*I do not know of any controversy of the wage scale at /line 
"B* in the Spring of 1937. 

•I did not attend a KI meeting on the night of Hay .11, 1957 
and I do not know if I got notice of a meeting on that night. 

•Scmetine during Hoy 1937 a member of the pit ocnnittee told 
ne that there was going to be some trouble as same men at the nine wanted 
to change frcn PHA to UIJ7* A few days later a member of the pit ocrmi- 
teo advised ne that there was to have been no work tho next day as there 
was to have been a strike. I was not told why there was to have been a 
strike nor did I ask. The following day I returned to I line *B* as a 
pioket but I did not return as a picket any other day. 

•The last day I worked at Hina *B* in Hay 1937 I did not see 
any coal cars loaded short nor did I see sny other person load coal 
cars short. I did not know nany persons at the nine as I had worked 
thero only a short tine, thereforo, I did not know what was going on 
and I knew no one who would tell ne. 

*1 did not sign ary petitions in the Sunner of 1937 and no 
one threatened ne in the Sunner of 1937. 

•I obtained employment at the Peabody Hine, Springfield, 111* 
in August 1937 and lost all interest in ’line *B*. * 

•In Sept. 1937 advised ne lline "#* was to open 
as a UII7 mine so 1 returne^t^^^^^f^u had to join BIJ7 when I was 
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JOHN L. ISFHS, ET AL 




[NTERVIT ' T.TTH 



employed at the Peabody nine* When I went to work 
at nine *B* I saw ma n y picket* and only a few 
minors entered the mine as members of OUT to work* 
I worked about four hours and left the nine as I 
had workod the night before at the P eabody JUne and oould not occplete 
tho day. I did not return to Iline ’‘B’* the following day as I oould 
see that there was going to be trouble with the pickets so I returned 
to the Peabody nine* I never attempted to work at ’line *B* again and 
took no interest in the activities of liino *B* f therefore*:-! ffl» unable 
to furnish any infomation subsequent to the day I worked at lline 
•B“, Sept* 1937. 

*At tho tine of tho strike at likne *B* in Hay 1937 I was 
satisfied with P!A and had no desire to change to but I wanted to 

work so I joined HTIT so I could work at t'tu Peab c ly nine • 

“I have had tho five pages of this statement read to ne which 
is true and cor root to tho best of ny knowledge* 


TTitnessedi- 



Special Agent* F*B*Z* 

Special digest* F.B.I. 
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"Springfield, HI. 
August 31, 1943. 



Springf ield, 111. , 
«dl 



jnake the following vcTuntary state. n=nt 

who I Know to be Special Agents of the rederaT’TWRTTnof ’ 

Do force, threats or promises have been made in mking this statement and 
I knov, T that what I nap say may be used ir. a court of lav;. 



"I was bom 111., I have been employe 

HI* since 

kt line *BS Springfield, 

'employed at line ’3 1 in 193 U. i oecane a nenber of Ui Hi in 
jv;hen I was employed at a coal nine in Springfield, HI. and re- 
gained a member of UlTt until I became a member of Pi* in 1932. 3b 1932 
John L. Lewis reduced the wage scale and the UMb local in Springfield, 

111. changed to PKA. I changed to Pit. because majority of the Ul' f members 
changed. 


"Elshoff at line , B t was on good relations with UJf s prior to 1932. 

"3etveen Sept, 1932 and isy 12, 1937 there were no strikes at 
line 'S' nor did the management close-down line *B*. Ho one attempted 
to discredit Pli to me prior to -Jay 12, 1937. So far as I know the manage- 
ment of line •B* was on good relations with FUA. prior to ISay 12, 1937. 

"I thought Pi', was a good union and an honest union, no xnnusual 
special assessments were made against me. I took no interest in union 
activities. 


"I took no interest in the bombing cases and can furnish no in- 
formation about, them. 


"In about 
one year. 



I was a member of Ulf ; Pit 


Committee for 


r 


* 
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Re : JOHN L. LUrOS , ET hL. 

"Between Sept. 1932 and j'ay 12, 1937 UMt; never 
set up a picket line at .Mine »B* nor did 1 Mi distribute 
any literature at nine 'B*. Ho one attempted to convert 

me from F1.U to UU.. prior to Jay 12, 1937 nor did I see or hear of anyone 
attenptiT.g to convert pj* members to 

"I never saw a litf; official trith the management of Mine 'B* between 
1932 and Jay 12, 1937. 

"In the spring of 1937 I understood that PM* was attempting to get 
a contract with Elshoff to increase the wage scale ten cent__ per ton. 
Neither the officials or the management of Mine f B f made any statement to 
the employees of liii.e '3' prior to I£.y 12, T937, so far as I know there was 
not any slow down about the wage scale. 

"I do not know of a meeting of PiSi on the night of 'fey 11, 1937. 


UJTLRVILh hTTH 



"On 1'ay 12, 1937 1 vjorked all day and did not know of a strike. 

Cm the morning of l<iay 13, 1937 I returned to work at Jline *B f and some- 
one told me that the line was on strike. On the mornin g of ray 13, 1937 I 
heard an argument between Oscar Phlcetti of Mine *B 1 

ooard member of Plit, about the signing of a contract to jScroas^The wage 
scale, therefore, I thought the strike was over the wage scale. No one 
informed what caused tho strike. 

"I did not sign any petitions in the sunrner of 1937. 

"Sometime in the summer of 1937 I talked to fJ IOREf .PVTOTTS f 

nv i mp. P,c„3TtJJ r PETE qjgEB . HwaUL-UlSIBT, TOITy. PUCCM, mV-jMWS, 
- JOHN SIRTu TT, C rLJtLLS BOl-p-MlHU and J..MLS all of whom informed me 

that they had been expelled from PIXa because they were U }&. I did not 
know the above men were expelled until they told me, all of whom informed 
me that I should join Ulii, but they did not threaten me if I did not. 

"I knew new lEii local 7469 v/as formed m the summer of 1937 but 
was never approached concerning joining. 

"In Sept. 1937 I was informed by some miners who formerly worked 
at Mine *B* thrt the mine was to open. I went to work on the morning the 
mine was to have opened, but only some IM* members were present to work, 
so I did not go into the mine. No one told me I could not work. That 
day I started to picket at lline ’B’ and acted as a picket for two weeks. 
Only miners at Mine '9* acted as pickets and no one threatened me if I 
hid not picket, I was not present at Mine r 3' when an injunction was 
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Re; JOffJ L. LETklS, ET AL. 




served to prevent picketing and I do not know the 
attitude of PHk concerning the injunction. 


*‘1 did not knew of an attempt to open Mine '3 1 ir. December 1937 or 
Jan. 1935- 

"I voted in the B.L.FUB. election Dec. 15, 1937 for Pit.. This 
election so far as I know was a fair election. 

fl I received notice to report to work at iiine *3’ in Jan. 1940 and 
went to work about Jan 6, 1940. I joinec UliJ in the surnir of 1940 as 
I could see majority oi the miners were joining UM/. I did not want to 
join UM-. as I wanted to a nantsr of .. but I thought it necessary 
to join m.'.V in order io work at line 'd 1 as Mine* ' }’ was to become a tOfit 
mine. Between Jan. 1940 and the summer of 1940 numerous miners at ’tine f B* 
asked me to join UI4< but no one threatened me. I heard that some miners were 
threatened and beaten if they did i,nt join Ulf., but no one threatened or 
beat me. 

n 3etvcen Jan, 1940 and Feb. 21, 1941 the management of Mine ’B' did 
not indicate in any way they were in favor of TM>'. 

n I voted in the IJLRB election of Feb. 21, 1941 for this elec- 
tion was a fair election and there was no violence or threats at the time 
of the election. 


work because of bad air in the none. I was always treated fair at Mine ’B’. 
I have had the six pages of this statement read to roe and it is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 


n I worked at Mine *3* until Oct. 6, 1942 at which time I stopped 


/S/ 



"witnessed: - 


/S/ 

N 



Special .Agent F.B.I.* 


- Sp. j.gt. F. 3. 1. -Springfield, 111. 
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INTERVIEW VffTH 



was interview ed at his resi denc e on August 

:>eciul 



and ctxie to the U nited atatoi ^ 

Illinois in H e res id 3 a Springfield , toad 

has t©ltp’’or^nffibor He ha^^^Hnu^WucScing business whioh he 

operate t Orem hir hom^^^S^undcr stands and speaks English without 
difficulty and indicates ho would be a willing v.'itness* He is of average 
intelligence and informs he has no original record* 

Tho following signed statoment was obtained franj 

"Springfield, Illi. 

August 26, 1943 

"I. _ 

the following voluntary statement 

whan I know to bo i’peoia.l Agent? oJ 


^ri ngf iold, 111*, make 
od'l Bureov^^iirvostiga^ 

v 4 4- ^*4 4 V ^- •+- ^£>n -f* 4-L*«nfi+ im* rsv i ■» 4 wn a#* r%rtf V"^ vul _ 

bXUUS 4. *«kA|^U AO SI X *UW t. v A UA UU SJ* HU 4PW VA P * « a 

"In I joined iho Uni+od Mine Horkors in Springfield, 111., 

and remained a tWW man until 193 2 whon 
America was formed » 




formed in Sept* of 1932, I autanatically beoumo a member of Fife.* I wc.fl 
not forood or ooeroed in any way to Join IMA and I wanted to join. 

R(A at that timo. 



I have not worked at Mine "B" sinoo* 


"While working In Mine "B n during 1934 and 1935, 1 notioed no 
threats, ooeroion, foroe violence or favoritism of any kind shown ty the 
o an pony to either the Xlk£7 or tho Hk« 

"When 1 returned to Mine "3” on wen ^ in as a 

IU/i* During the time that followed until ooot^^prilof 1940, the^. 

TjjJ W tried *OTO ml times to get me to join the TIT/ 17 * A fellow named 

who was a driver and a TMY talked to me several times in an 


0 


o 


JOHN L. LERIS 4 ET aL 

»« 

in 

1 (continued ) 


/ o r* 
k? l v — ■ ' 


)^n r 

& i *- 


effort to get me to change to DIET* He never used any force or threat* 
on me* During t hi a time several of the RA& boys were oeat up f -one of them 
was During the entire time 1 was a member of the Hfa I 

crookedness an the part of the H4A. officials and I never 
noticed any of the fellows who thought the FMA was a racket* TTe all felt 
the FlfcV f&s & good union* I never had any feelings against the TM7 until 
1S3S when ih^y using thug praotioes ? But I never noticed any 

labor stools or spies for TJ?f7 at tho mine while Hfcv had the majority# 

"Ho one ev er tried to get me to oane back to the mines frem the 
time I quit until 1 returned in 1939* 

fl I hove knerm the Faloetti s sinco JHHund the management 
of Mine *B tt never bothered me* But between of 1959 arte April of 

1940 I noticed that the company would not one unless he was a 

XnffT man and had c loiter from the BUJ ho an quarts i 6 or wero a well known 
TftCT man* But 1 cannot romonbor the names cf any of these men* IXiring 
this time I noticed the, company f thru Palootti, would give the good rooms 
to the OUT man and givj the I'JIA. mon the pooor rooms* I also notioed tho 
HfiA men would bo givon no consideration in regard to grievances 4b 
othor things j but the UJW.jnon would be givon pretty muoh consideration* 

"During tho winter of 1940 1 saw ^SS|^S w h° so ntJno I o&nnot 
remember, and a Rih. get boat up by a ohoek wayman who was helped by 
several other BLE7 men, but I cannot remombor any of their nemos* The 
fight wus ovor tho weighing of a oar. There woro two check wayroan 
in this tipple - and the BA**, men thought it was wrong that the®? \ 
should have a oho ok wayman there because the o era pony hud no o on tract 
with the H£7. 

* in SIM I wanted to go back to Mine "B" but Z knew 
I would have t^joix^M^to got a job so I joined IM7 Inj 

"I have read this statement of four pages including this page 
and state it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge . 


"Witnesses 



oial Agont, F«B*I* 
Speoial Agent, F*5*I< 
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Bpring- 

fields Illi nois, wag intervi ewed "at his plaoa of 
emrl<^ent/|HtH|S|H[K Springfield, 1111 
and August SO* 1943* 

a ' r lrunal r ould not B &to a good 


iNT^vijyjMffr 

by Special Agent 

statec. .’•» do oE n 

witness as he is old and very vague in his answers** 



•Springfield, I 11*, 

August 30, 1943 a 

jrir 

make thB following voluntary etatamont~€3BB|U||^jrani 
I know to bo Special ^ents of the Fedora^BurooE^or Investigai 
foroo, throats or p^ocA^cs have been made in obtaining this statement and 
1 know that what I nay say may be usod in a ooui~ of law* 

I on now employed 
ringfiold. Ilia 




*1 joined tho VaU.1T. in cL>out ^^^at irhioh timo I was a ooal minor 
I remaindod a momber of OCT until 1932* I was omployod at Mine "Eg. Spring- 
field", TT.IT in 1930. In 1932 BliV sxclo votes cast in Springfield, 111. oon- 
oorning tho wage scale in ooal mines for that reason I Joinod FMA, whon it 
tras formed in 1932. I took no active part in tho formation of PMA# 


•in about 
never boon an officer 


was a commit toonan in BlfT for ono year. I hove 

M 


any union sinoo that timo* 


•Bctrroon 1930 and 1932 tho managanont of Mi no *B* soamod to have 
boon on good relations with UUP. 



"Betwoon s opt, 1932 and April 1937 Kino *B* did not go on any 
strikos and tho nanagamont did not oloso Mine *B* down. Slshoff and Mootti 
soomod to havo boon on good relations with FKA until May 1937^ tho raanago- 
mont was not hostile in thoir attitude in Bottling griovanoos* 

*1 always boliovod FMA. was operated as on honost union and not as 
a rackety thoro wero no unusual spooial assessnonts* I took no intorost in 
union affairs. I took no intorost in tho boobing oases and oan furnish, no 
information eonoorning tho oasos* 

•Botvjoon Sopt. 1932 and Kay 12, 1937 BUT novor sot \xp a piokot liir 
at nlix) *B* and I do not rcribor BUT distributing any literature at Kine *B*. 

I did not know of any allogod" iftlT spios working at Kino *B* prior to May 12, 
1937 nor did anyone attempt to convert no from FIXA to BUT prior to May 12, 
1937* 


k 
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R£t JOBS L. LEWIS, ET AL 


*1 never sew tho managenorrt of Mino *B* with an 
official of BlfT prior to Hay 12, 1937* 

•I know nothing of a wage controversy at Mine 


•i rooeivei a not loo in an unknown manner that there was to have 
boon a apodal meeting of PMA. on the night of Huy 11, 1837* 1 was not told 

tho purpose of the mo e ting and did not attend* 

•As woll as I oan retibor I hoard someway around May 12, 1937, state 
that sovord of tho minors at JJino *B* woro Thought to hxvvo boon ^>io* for 
miT and wore oxpollod free FNA. Tho names of those I know aro as folios t 
AT^nR-PK F KAMK AUSTIN . T OKY PLOTC B. JOHN ANANIAS, BMCELj^JT^T, 

CBfiRI£S JlUEjUlIOB and Ji'irss H.dE* I do not knew whether thoro was any dif- 
ficulty having the above non discharged. 

*Qn May 12, 1937 I worked all day A on ocming on top of the ground 
I was told that tho mine, Mino *B* S was on strike. I was hot told why tho 
mino was on striko. I do not knew why Hino *B* wont on striko May 12, 1957. 

I did not load any ooal oars short on May 12, 1937 nor did I see anyone 
loading ooal oars short that day. &o for as I know thero was no intent on 
ths part of tho minors to striko May 12, 1937. 

*1 do not rocibor signing any petitions in the limner of 1937* 

•I know nothing about tho formation of a TBJT looal in the axnzzor 

of 1937* 

•^cootino in Sopt. 1937, PMA had a mooting and deoidod to picket 
Uino *B* which was supposo to havo oponod that day. I acted as a picket 
frcn timo to tine, voluntarily, frer. &opt. 1937 until sometime in Movariber 
1937 when an injunction was obtained to prevent tho piokoting. I was not 
pro sent when the injunotion was sorvod* 

•1 do not renibor an attempt to open Mine *B* in ®oo* 1937 cr Jan* 

1 938* 

•On Deo. 15, 1937 KUIB hold an elootion to dote mino if Mine 
should have been HUT or RUl. I voluntarily went to vote and voted Pitt* Mo 
far as I know tho elootion was fair. There was no violence at tho time of 
tho election. 

*1 roooived notice to return to work at Mina "B* about Mav* 6, 
1939* I roturned to wort: about a week later* At tho time I rotumed to 
lfi.no *B* to wort 1 notioed tta> rosults of no largo fires although the nine 


IFTlXVIgrwITH 
[continuoc 
in tho Spring of 1937. 
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was caved in, 1ft numerous placos# I returned to 
work as a nonber of R1A. I had no understanding 
as to tho wage scale# After ny return to Kino 8* 
the management did not shew any favoritism toward 
U1BT ncr did the management maVe uny statements to indicate they pref ered 
tJifinr" ovei 

"In about 1940flfl|H|HBHHfeaw me in my roan at Mine *B* and 

tcld me I should join scon be U1W# A trackman the 

name cf when I dc not know also told me a little later that I should join 

tJMiT, In 1940 TONY iT/OTCH r.nd JOE ALBA1ZESE came to my home and told me I 
should join Ulfltf as liine r B’ 1 would scon be U11V. Sometime in 194^prio^t^^^^ 
tho tine ,1 _ j^rniag UlTA meTjjbsrs b y tho name of 

beat A short time lote^i^t!^^* 

to join tMW to work 

at Mine *B n or I would be discharged or beaten by members cf Ul£t# 

"I voted PUA. cn ^eb, 21, 1941 at the HLRB elections which election 
I considored fair. There was no virlen.ee at the time of the election and 1 . 
did net see anyone threatened if ho did not vete# 


RS» JDHB L, LBTCS, ET 



"I still favor FUA ever UlSV as H& is more democratic and I con- 
sider PUA r. very honest union, 

M I was employed at Mine n B n until I stopped work- 

ing at Mine "B tt voluntarily, 

r 

"I have had this Bix page statement read to mo. It is true and 
correct to tho best cf ny knowledge#” 


WITNESSED i 




Sp. Agt. FBI Springfield, III 
Special Agent, FBI 


Jt 
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Be: JOHN L. LBTIS, ET AL 


i>7c- ^Oi) 



' very cordial and was cooperative except that hie wifo who was also present* 


appeared to control his re narks vrhich then bocano cautious and not 
pertinent although direct answers were given by him at all tines* ttHHHf 
.sn : t worked at Min e B since the diners struck there 
_ . he was unable to recall clearly events in any manner of 
sequence, and it is not believed, therefore, that he dll make a good witness. 


raises or t 


ever took it over. Before I ever started at Mine B I belonged to the 
United 'tine Workers of Anerica, and remained a nenber until Mine B all 
joined up with the Progressive Mi ners of A meri ca. I don't know why the 
now Progressive Union was formed and havo no knowledge of what caused 
the strike at Mine B in 1917. Disagreement of sorae kind I suppose* 


"I personally never had any trouble at the dine either with tt® 


Union or with the mine officials. No one ever threatened rae or forced 
me to join one union or the other, and I don't recall ever having signed 
any petitions showing that I was for either of the unions. 


because I was getting old and didn't think I could fork in the mines any 
more. I took no part in the picketing or union activities at lHne B* 


n I recall voting in one election held by some government agency_ 


I believe I think the Progressives won out in that election but don't 
remember The tally. 


attended union meetings. I an no hand to talk and didn't take part in 
union arguments. , 


■Right now if I could work X would rather work under the Progress- 



lliu X -L-X -V □ ua VU'UUiJ U libli? VAUUUVUU WJ 




"Springfield, 111. 
August 28* 1943 


ment to Sp 



No pro- 


s 



j *mj j _ v 

cuju 4 . 


"I started working at Mine B long before Mr. Carl H. Elshoff 


"After the strike in 1937 I never went back to work at Mjtne B 


"I have never held an office in either union and very seldom 


ive Union 


\ 
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Witnessed: 


t ; - • •• * * 

•The above stntcnent consisttoc ofabg jt3/4 

written was read to « *7 do hereby - 

aro true tc the best of ny knzr*ieQ& ““ 

, • ^* .. ■•■ 

sign kct nano.- 



■• s. . - 

A'-ent, F-B.I* Springfield t 111* 

■Bi ipSSill A0»t, F.B.I. Springfield, HU 
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REj JCEU L. LETTS. ET AL 
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| and his son, 
at the home of 1 
Springfield^ Hlinoi*7 
ite si 

WELS 

conducted the interviews and it is believed the. will DOl 
^ake a good witness inasmuch as he does not read^TrrT^ ^^^^HSB Fttand ®33g- 
lish very well, end although* he understands and speaks cannot 

read or write i t* He has been a naturalised citizen sino^^^HJ having been 
born HjHjB He appeared to be definitely in favor and di§* 

playe<^^r^^Hl showing his maobership in such union in V|H|and was very* 
proud of this mblem. He was very cooperative in every ^f^and was at no 
time hostile to the interview* He had difficulty in remembering dates 
events and frankly admitted that he was never too concerned over the 
troversies inasmuch as he was more interested in making a living for his 
family. He is presently anpioyed at Mine "B% 


__ r**° a i^ e ^ Agents by acting as on interpreter for 

his father, was also very cooperative but repeatedly pointed out that he had 
iVki i<rwvd i>Ko ckd-rioo of* hxb fnt.u»r in all of the disputes and stated that hi* 
infomationjm^earsay. He is a native bom and reads sr id speaks both Eng- 
lish and He experienced difficulty in recalling certain events in 
their prope^sequence or exactness except that he worked at Mine m B m for 50 


lonths after it opened under an open sho^^^ reement, but has 


kind of "turn vu utLts ccipioymenc wun 

he is presently employed. 


Jm 


sinceleft this 

where 


The following is the signed statement oJ 


•Springfield; Illinoia 
August 29, 1945* 


m 

i 

f 


d^vol untarily g ive the following signed state* 
f unq who have mode themselves kn o w n 

to me ftS^^CTETTgenrt of TO^^^aera^^K^S^nof Investigation. Vo threats 
or promises have been made to cause me to make this st&tanemt. * 

I presently reside at 
was naturalised at Spring* 



My naturalisation certificate number is 


»T 


JUXXAW 


al- n_iA _ j Ui *«r 4 

hao uiuvoq w*ine norcer 


01 


S America inH|n coal Uity # 
off and on^nd am atill «a- 
rBhip in CMHA while at Min. B 

»mtil 1932 when I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America* I don't 
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HE; JOHN Li * LttfiS $ EX AL ^ y 

read English or speek very wall and only want to 
end meeting_when I had to and so I don’t know why the 
Progressives started. I don’t know why the strike 
started in 1937 and don't know anything about the 
relations between Mr. Elshoff and the union officials 
I don't know anything about a PlLs meeting on the night before the strike but 
did hear something about a few men wanting to go back to UMHA. 


INTERVIEWS WITH 



”1 ranenber signing some petitions but don't know how many or who 
I signed for on all of then. I believa I signed for UMRA once. I didn't 
take any part in the picketing or activities because iay wife was sick at the 
time and I stayed home he take care of ber ; I was on WPA moot of the time. 

I remember voting for zhz Progressists in the first election in 1937. At 
the Second election I voted for TJliviA . No one forced me* bo vote — til I was 
interested in was working, as 1 wantod to eat one. bake care of my family. 

"The abt^^^^^ement was read to me by '‘‘-gentAM^^^^ in the 
presence of my and it is true to the best of my memory." 


■WITNESSED : 




Spec ial Agt., FBI, Springfield, 111. 

Special Agent, FBI, Springfield, 111. 


The following is the signed statement of 



"Springfield, 111. 
August 29, 1943. 


voluntarily e^^th^following^signed 

statement to - Special Agonts^m^fH^^^ and °f the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or premises of any kind ha^ve 
been made to cause me to make this statement. 


*1 was bo ra a 
presently reside at flH 
presently employed atH 

*1 first joined the United Mine Workers of America In while 
working for the Peabody Mine Co. I started working for Mine B j us^jeforc 
Christmas in the some year. I retained my CURA membership unEll 1932 when 
I joined the Y” Min** Worker 6. jgf America along with all the other 

miners at Mine B. I switched back to UMftA after the second election in 1941. 



and I 
Hinois. I am 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


i rs 

k3 ' / U 

"Both the UMWA and the PMA unions got along with 
Mr# ElBhoff bo far as I know# The theft of the 
ballots on the wage scale was the reason for the 
new Progressive union 00 far as I heard the men 
talking# I had only been in the mine a little over 
interested in unions. My father and I worked to- 
gether much of the time and naturally we didn’t talk about the union situ- 
ation very much* The Progressive union seemed r»j r i gh t to me and I was treated 
the sane by both unions. I didn’t attend very many meetings and never held 
an office in either union. 

« 

"1 didn’t attend any mooting the night beforo the strike* but I 
do recall hearing scnc of the men say that a few fellows were "on the carpet" 

for being epics. I co remember that the day of the strike the men were 

supposed to be loading snail cars - I don’t renenber whether I loaded small 
cars or not* I didn’t know anything about the strike until I was call© 
to the surface. 1 didn't stick around but drove hene almost at once, jl 
took part in the picketing about half of the time. I personally never bow 

any force used or trouble at the mine during the picketing. I have no know- 

ledge of any attempts to open tho nine during the picketing. I don’t know 
anything about any attempts to reopen tho mine* Heard that they tried to 
operate it but that there wasn’t enough of them or something# 

"I remember signing petitions both for Progressives and later after 
the nine reopened for tho United Mine workers. I signed as I did not because 
of fear or force but because the general talk each time was that most of the 
men were going to vote Progressive the first time and UMNA the second time# 

"1 voted in both of the NLRB elections and switched my vote# The 
first tine I voted for the Progressives and the second tine I voted for tho 
United Mine Workers. I voted just the way I ffelt like. No one told me how 
to vote or used any force against mo. However* I heard others say men were 
going around electioneering- those non wore from both sides* just like any 
ordinary election. 

"After I started back at Mine under the "open shop" 1 wasn’t pay- 
ing dues to anyone. Whon I re joined! "joined up with the UMTCA because my 
father favored that group and signed up before I did. I rejoinod UHWA be- 
fore the clction* No member of either union threatened me to get mo to join 
their side# 


INTERVIEWS WITH 

and 


a year and wasn’t very 



"I have read the above and it is true to the best of my knowledge 


* 



• ' h/\ 

al Agent,’ FBI, Springf ioldT^Ill* 
Special Agent, F*B.I., Bpringfiold* 





Re: JOHH L. LEV7IS, ET AL 


IKTERVIE 7 TrTTH 


IpIo 





vas intGrjicwe^onAugus'^28^^^4^^a^hi^^ 

hone by Special Agent* HHHV * n<J 

He was coo perative and e xpressed a willingnoss to testify 
if this caso comes to trial. speaks in a vory low voice, and it 

i* not believod that ho would muk^merre ctive witness. Ho claimed to have 
nr criminal record. 

The follo'ving is a signed statoment obtained from' 

__ IH. 

AugustTe, 1943 

make the following ststomont freely and 
and j&BSSS^^^^ESfirwho have identified 
themselves to eau of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to mo to obtain this statement. 

Ill, I was born in 
the Uni tod State* in 
In. Springfield, 111., in| 


"I, 

voluntarily to 




"I first joined a union when I worked in the mines at^ 

This was the United Mine 7.‘orkers union. I stayed in the U.M.T. , 
until 1932 when I joined the Progressive Mine Tjorkors of America. I rejoinod 
the United Mine 7orkers some time 'Tate in 1940 or early in 1941, "while I 
have been in these unions, I nevt-r held an office. 

*2 started to work at Kj.ne B, Springfield, 111., in I had no 

part in the formation of the Progressive Mine .orkors of Amorica, but I 
joined the P.M.A. when it was organitod because I wantod to bo with the 
majority of the minors at Mine B who favored the P.M.A. I, as well as the 
other miners, felt that that the U.II.T.". was docking its members too much 
Yiithout showing the members what they wero getting for their money. After 
I joined the P.M.A, , that union always explained why they docked us, and they 
did not dock us very much. 

"In the period from 1932 until the strike at Mine B in 1937, thore 
was no trouble at the mine to my knowledge. I don't roraoriber any strikes 
or shut-downs during this time. I don't remember any efforts on the part of 
the mino management to influence tho minors about their union. Ho members 
of the U.lf.TT.^asked me to join this union during this time. 


"All during tho period from 1932 to 1937 I liked the P.M.A. union 
vory much. I always thought that the leaders of tho P.M.A. were trying to 
help the members. I attended a few meetings of the P.M.A. , and I could 
hove spoken at any ore of them if I had wanted to speak. At the meetings 
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He: JOHN L. LE IS, ET AL 

IKTERVIEr: ~1TB none of the leaders of P.K.A. ever attempted to compel the 

riMjBflHHHHHHHjjHT members to do soythingi Another reason 1 lilted the F»K«At 

better than tho U.M.TT* was that the P.M.A, did not fin® 
the members for failing to attend meetings , hut the U,K.W, 

- did fine tho members 60^ for each mooting missed. I don't recall that there 
were any extra assessments by the F.K.A. during this time. I don't remember 
if any TJ.K.\.\ men tried to persuade me to Join the E.M.’T. during this time, 
and I don't remember if I received any literature from the U.U.T, 

"In the early part of 1937 when it came time for P.H.A. to got a 
new contract with Mine B . the miners in P.M.A. felt that their union would 
get as good a wage scale as the TJ.M.'.i. could get. After the P.1I.A. obtained 
a temporary agreement with Plshoff, the P.13.A, loaders told us that they 
had obtained a temporary agreement and that Elshoff had agreed to pay the 
back pay of the P.M.A, minors when the permanent contract was signed, 

" I recal that in 1937 boforc the strpsft/fy }$y, men known to mo as 
And y Schrclevious . Dominic Pas qu ale, and ^^ertTt'rying to get members for 
the U.II." They voro telling all the miners in Mine E that they should not 
work for P.M.A. until that union got a contract with Mine B. They also said 
that if they turned over to U,M.‘.'. f U.M.'.V. could get a contract with Mine B 
right av.'ay, I don't recall that the management made any comment at this 
time which would indicate that they preferred the TJ.lfi.TT, 1 don't recall that 
the P.M.A. officials gave any explanation for their getting only & temporary 
contract with Mine B. 

"Before the strike on May 12, 1937, I hoard ^ ron ^HH|[H| 
checker for P.M.A. at Line B, that there was to be a specia^neetxn^ of 
P.M.A. on the night of May 11, 1937, I did not go to the meeting, and I 
don't know if all the members of P.V.A. were invited to this meeting. I 
don't know why the meeting was called or what waB discussed at the meeting, 

*nhen I went to work on the morning of May 12, 1937, I first learned 
of the strike, Ko one told me that X could not go into the mine, but 1 
vie nt to the wash house to get my clothes and tools, Z recall that I stayed 

on the road near the mine that day and did not go into the mine to work* 

I don’t remember if anything was said about wages at this time, but I do 
remember that everyone was saying that the strike would be settled in a 
few day*. I don’t recall hearing anything about why the strike was called, 

"Prior to the strike I knew that^H^BMK weight checker, had 
claimed that tho scales at 3Iine B were no’^Te^^^^^accurately, and that 
he intended to call the State Scale committee to check the scales at Mine 

B. I don't know if the scales were checked. 
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H@ ! JOHN L * XjEmTIS 9 ET AL 

Ulcy b^O 

"Shortly after the strike started I recall that I signed & 
petition for P.M.A. I signed this petition because I 
felt that F.M.A. was a better union than U.H.v7. I don’t 
remember if any reason was given for the petition which 
I signed voluntarily. I don't recall any other petitions being circulated 
at this time , 



"During the summer of 1937 I worked on a farm, and I don’t remember 
receiving any notices of any attompts to open Mine B. In the fall of 1937 
I went on the picket line at lilne B. for P.L'.A. on several occasions* The 
purpose of tho picket was to keep out U.M.T7. men, P.M.A. men could Hot 
have worked if they had wanted to because Elshoff would not let them, 

"From VMIHH * learned of the rational Labor Relations Board 
election in Deceiibe^^^S? . I heard that the election was baing hold so 
that the miners could vote for the union they wanted so that tho mino could 
then reopen, I voted for the F.Ii.A. in this election which was held in the 
State arsenal in Springfield, 111., and voted for P.Lt.A. because I felt that 
p.v.A. was the better union, I think that the majority of the miners at this 
time favored the P.M.A, because they always talked in favor of P.lff.A. I 
think that the election was fair and square. I was not compelled to go to 
the election, and I was able to vote ac I wanted. 

/ "During the period from Fovembor 1939 to February 1941, I recall 
thntJJKlotch (Baumgartner) tried to persuade me at Uine B to join U.M.T.'. 

This nan had been strong for P.L.A. in 1937, I don’t know why he turned 
to U.K.'.'., but I heard that ho was paid by U.M/.Y. I don’t remember exactly 
when he came to mo, but I do recall that he said that P.UJi. had no contract 
with Hint B, and that if I wanted to work at Mine I ought to sign up with 

u.h.:;. 


"I think it was some time in December 1940 that I joined the U.lf.TY. 
On (^afternoon three men came to my room ^lKine B. One of them was known 
as^mi^HH|B and another was known as These men were not regular 

employees at Lino B. I, together with otn^^iners , felt that they had 
been brou ght to the mine by the U.M/D, to help organise for that union* As 
I recall, BHH^^bsaid that I could not work the next day unless I signed 
up with U.lT^^^^^^Lned U.lt, - '. because I wanted to keep on working. 





give 

what 


don’t remember the exact date, but I remember seeing 
a beating in the black smith s hop at Line B. I donH^ 
caused tKe fight, but I heardthatflHBtried to persuade to join 

U.M.Y. I also h oard that ^JUgav^c^eating to an Aubum^l^U, man by 

;_o clean up the slate in his room. I don't 


tho namo 
know if 


I als^hoaj 

^H^triet 


for failing 
ITd to persuadel 


to join U.U.17* 
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Re: JOHH L. LEVIS , ET AL 


INTERVIEW VTITH 


^7 




^nx> 



nuec 


"After joining the U.M.77., I voted in the election held in 
February 1941. A1 thought I was a member of the U.11.V7. at 
this time, I voted for P.M.A. because I thought it was a 
bbtter union. I remember that Klotch told me about this 

election, but ho did not tell me how to vote. 

r This statement has been read to me byttH and 
I state that is true to the best of ay knowledge wi^recoTlbction^^ 

signed) 


"►fatnesses : 



^signed) 

fecial Agents F.E.I. 
"Springfield, 111." 


(signed) 


332 



0 


o 


Bet JOHN L. LE*IS, ET AL 


interview 


L> ? 







[was interviewed at his hose on' 

Illinois, _on the afternoon of Augusi 

Special AgentsttHHHHH^HBandjHH||^HH| 

[ vis in on 

was at i-ine n B w on Hoy 12, 

1937. He :s presently bedridden. would not make a good witness, 

due to an extremely heavy accent, ^n^^^e^remely difficult to understand, 
and he has difficulty in understanding quescicns put to him. Because of this 
a signed statement was not obtained. 

was not particularly interested in the affairs of the 
Union, prior to the date of the strike on liay 12, 1937. He did not attend 
union meetings regular]y,. and did not know of the cause of the strike. Bs 
did not know that there vaij to be a strike until it was called. Be spent 
some time at the mine property during the sit dawn. He voted in the election 
in December, 1937, and was not molested in any way. He has always been 
satisfied with th e yiTV and neve 1 - wanted to change. He still considers him- 
self as a^M. 
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EE: JCRN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 




as 


bAb 





[was interviewed at his home, I 

jr ing f i eld>IlIiDO^^^by Special Agents' 

and which time he executed 

a signed statement. ~He appeared to b^qu^^cooperative and mentioned at lie 
outset of the interview that he was cognizant of the purpose of same. He 
speaks and writes English, and appeared to have an average education* He 
should make a satisfactory witness except that his knowledge of pertinent 
facts is limited due to hi s working on the night shift at all times. He dem- 
onstrated an animosity for^HHHH|| a nd repeatedly 

stated that the rank and f ju^ miner^^^S^no^E^^^what it was all a- 
bout (refering to the union contro versies) . He iB presently working at 
"B ^ t and considers OSCAR FALCETTI as his personal friend. 

The following is the signed statsmeit of 

, "Springfield, 111. 

August 28, 194S. 

w I do make the foil owing v du ntary statement to 

Agents^^Hjm^^ of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation^I«othreabs or promises of anyTHa have been made to get 
me to make this statement. 

Springfield, Illinois and was born 



"The first union I ever joined was the United Mine “Workers of Amer- 
ica when I was just a kid working at the Old North Mine out north of Spring- 
field. I remained in that union until I joined the Progressive Mine Workers 
of America while working at Mine *B" in 1932. I never held any offices. in 
either union. 

"Prior to 1932 so far as I know the relations between Slshoff and 
the UMNA were fine. 

"The Progressives starte^because the UMWA stole the election and 
because a number of men like |^^^^HBand a few others wanted office* 
and figured that they could ge^^^^^^^ffiey formed a new union. 

"Towards the last, that is before the strike in May of 1937 there 
wa s considerabl e trouble between Elshoff and the Progressives represented 
by^HH^^^fe I should mention that ever since I was employed at Mine "B* 
abou^l93^^^mve worked nights, as mine examiner, and most of my informa- 
tion is not first hand but coses from hearsay. To my knowledge there were 
no strikes or close downs or attempts by the management to discredit the 
Progressives before the strike in May of 1937. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




INTERVIEW ’WITH 



"Because I worked nights, I never attended any Progressive , 
Union meetings and have no knowledge of the relations be** 
tween the Progressive officials and the FWA mouther ship* 
Night men were exempt from union meetings* 


"Never heard or sew anything of any alleged union spies or was 
approached by anyone to change my union affiliations before the strike* 


"My only knowledge of the wage scale controversy in the Spring 
of 1937 was what I saw in the papers. I never knew of any meeting held 
on the night of May 11, 1937 at which any members were expelled. The first 
I knew of the strike was when I reported for work on the afternoon of May 12. 


"I have no knowledge or memory of ever signing any petition show* 
ing preference for either the FMA. or the UMtfA. 

"Luring the time the F %Lk was picketing the mine in 1937 I spent 
about two weeks out there off and on. After a while I went over to the Pan- 
ther Creek tZ mine where I worked until Mine B started up again. I retained 
my PMA membership over at Pa nther Creek' y 2 - securing a transfer* 

"Vfhen I returned to Mine B it was working under an "open shop* 
agreement. But after working a while I saw that all the men were joining 
XJWA and I decided that I might as well get on the bandwaggon to save ay 
job* I didn't care which union I worked for__ all I wanted was to work 
and didn't care who I paid dues to* 


"I heard that the mine waB going to reopen in the fall of 1937 
but I was working already at Panther Creek $2 and didn't bother to go out* 

"I remember the election held in the fall of 1937 (which the agents 
tell me was on December 15) I voted in that election and thought that it 
was conducted fairly and squarely* I rmember that the United Miners got 
only 25 votes and I believe that represented the feeling on unions at the 
mine at the time. However, I don't think that most of the miners knew what 
the election was all about. 


"I also remember the second National Labor Relations Board elec- 
tion early in 1941. I also voted in this election and believe that it was 
also conducted on the square. 

"I don’t care who knows how I voted. The first time X voted for 
FKA and the second time I voted for UMHA. 


"I was never at any time intimidated, threatened or coerced by 
either union at any time during all these years. 


i 


I 
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"I am still employed at Mine B working nights as a. nine 
examiner* * — 

t continued) 

*Xf I had a free choice of unions I would choose the DURA, 
because I feel that it is a real organization, 

1 The above page and one half have been read to me by 4gent i 
and the same are true to the best of ay knowledge •* 


'WITNESSED ; 



Spec ial /gent, F.3.I., Springfield, 111. 

Special Agent, F.B.I., Springfield, 111, 
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i - 


tales 


lalD 



. „ Cjr * 

and 


INTERVIEW WITH interviewed at his home, 

Illinotsbv 6™cial A <? **ri_ag l 

build and very nervous^ He held back informatio^for fea^o^retaliation I / 
by UMWA member#, inasmuch as he was badly beaten by them during the labor j t p 
trouble* His wife often interrupted him and gave information that he at- * t > r 
tempted to hide. For this reason it is not felt that he would make a good J 
witness* 


The following signed statement was given by 



"Springfield, 111. 
August SI, 1943. 


^iJHJHHB^Jjdo v oluntarily make the f ollowing signed state- 
ments to and Special Agents the 
Federal BureS^^TnvesTlgation.^N^xhreat^ol^pramiaes of any kind have 
been made to cause me to make this statement. 


dence is 



My present resi- 


"I started working at Mine "B" on feflBHV joining the United 
Mine Workers of Africa at that time. I starte^a^^airt pi char" and am 
presently employed at Mine "B" as a car blocker* 


"Between^JJ^and 1932 the UMftA and the mine management got along 
fine. In 1932 the mine turned Progressive Mine 'Workers of America and I 
joined up with them, “o far as I know the theft of votes on wages was what 
started the new Progressive Union, delations between Mr. HLSHDFF and the 
Progressives seaaed alright to me until the contract troubles in 1937 when 
the old contract expired the Progressives & Mr. SLS30FF couldn't seem to get 
together, I don't know whose fault it was. 


"I never attended any Progressive meeting the night before the 
strike and I never heard any of the men talking about S of the Progressives 
being expelled for being spies. 


The first I knew about the strike in May of 1937 was when I heard 
the men talking about it about noon and the strike was called that afternoon* 


trouble* 




* VV .A A 


s’! flho nmf If fn** fVi as* An n w fK4 ft 

W *■ 1*E> W* V A V A-* W j*. V* VA WlftA 


"during the picketing of the mine by the Progressives in the fall 
of 1937 I was out there occassionally at nights on picket duty, I spent about 
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RE: JOHN L. LE-dS, ET AL 

cj L 7 x > 


IMTSKVIgr WITH 



5 nights a week on picket duty. During this period I 
never saw any violence by either union nor witnessed any 
destruction of property* 

*1 was at the mine on one occastion , I believe it was in Sept^ of 
1937 when 13 U&TA men tried to open the mine. There were between 2OO-3C0 
Progressives there picketing, but X never witnessed any violence or threats. 
The opening didn’t succeed as more men were necessary for operation. The 
Progressives wouldn’t work with UWIA and as I understand it the 13 tJlf'tt and 
300 PMA ambers represented the menjs actual feelings on union membership 
at that time. 

*1 remember voting in the HLRB election in December 1937. 1 though -1 

tlmt it was on honest and fair election. I recall that UlD'iA received only 
25 votes, and believe that at that time the groat majority of the men at Uine 
B favored the Progressives as shown by the great majority the had in this 
el ection. 

*1 can only explain the failure of the Progressives to sign a con- 
tract with Ur. ELSHDFF during the Z\ years that we were out on strike to the 
fact that Ur. ELSHOFF didn’t seam to care to deal with the Progressives bat 
preferred the United Uine "orkers. I recall a conversation with Mr. EL SHOT - 
way baek in Uareh of 1932 during which he said that JOHN L. LE»I(Mjfa^^^a, j 
good friend of his. During the same conversation he said that 
didn't want to work and was just looking for an easy job* 

*v/hen I went back to Uine B about the first of 1940 I was still ■» 
member of the Progressive Union, although the min e was working under an ope:, 
shop agreement. On Jan 25, a organiser^ came to 

me and asked me to join"tM7A* he filled out th® application and * signed 
it, because I thought that the majority was going that way. Ko force or 
violence of any kind was used on me. I got sick, however, and was unable tc 
attend the initiation and the next morning while I was changing clothes in 
the wash roan I was hit on the taaple, knocked over a bench, and kicked while 
I was down by U1MA men. Z didn!t see my assailants but know that I was beateu 
for not showing up at the UUtA meeting. 1 only saw one other beating et the 
mine and didn’t h&ng around to see who the parties to it were. 

*1 voted in the 2nd HLRB election in the Spring of 1941. This elec- 
tion was held fairly A squarely in my opinion. The majority was for U1T7A and 
108 for Progressives. 

■Very shortly after the above election Ur. ELSHOFF and UK\A official 
reached an agreement and there haf been no real trouble at the mine since that 
date. 



EEs JOHN L« L®nS s IT A 


INTERVIEW WITH 



Ccontinuefi; 


J^o fcqo 

*1 hr. vc nd knowledge of any financial dealings between 
JOHN L. L&7IS or the Blfl& and Mr. iLSHOFF and never heard 
any talk to that effect* 


*1 don't care who know - I voted for PMA. In both NLRB electiers. 


*1 have reed the above 5 5/4 pages of statements made by me and 
they are true to the best of my taowledge** 
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RE: JOHN L. L&7IS 


L>-xCi 


I 



now employed at ronther Cr«oV 0&2& 6* 

is considered by interviewing Agents as a good potential 
witness. lfusod as to the sequence of details which he recalls* His 



interest was passive for several years between 1952 and 1959 and he doe* not 
recall eesnts occurring in that time clearly* He recalls* clearly* however* 
events surrounding the establishment of the Progressive Mine Workers in 1952* 
and the events occurring at Hine *15" in 1959 and 1940 when he was being 
abused there. He is quite apt to confuse the things which happened in 1932* 
with those which happened in 1939 and 1940. Events occurring in between 
those dates evidently did not greatly concern him, and he cannot recall them 
vividly.fl^H^^^^^Fis vindictive against JOHN L« LE >16. and OSCAR FALCETTI • 

He would^^^^^SRorn witness and would not be easily confused on cross ex- 
aminatim except as to sequence and dates of events. He makes a fair ap- 
pearance* has good c omma nd of the English language* and can express hlnself 
clearly. He would be easily understood. He gave information set forth in 
the following signed statement! 


Bureau of Investigation. Ho prom- 
ises* threats* or consideration of any kind has been made to me' to get me 
to make this statement. It is true and accurate. I an willing* if necessr.r 
to go to court and repeat any part of this statement* 

"I have been in the nines for years* 1 first went to Line B 
about 1928 or 1929. I do not reecall exacly when it was, but I was at Ulna 
B when the Progressive liine VTorkers of America was organised. I was on the 
picket line when we struck to nake the company accept the slffT of A and get 
away from JGHN L. LEv*I8 and the United Aline Vorkers. At the time I was pick- 
eting there in 1932 I heard JOHN SCHNEIDE R talking with OSCAR FALCETTI. FAL 
CETTI would not hire the men who had been fired before the strike, and eaid 
something about not being able to keep his Job if he could. I always though 
since then that FALCETTI did not like the Progressive Nine Workers of Aaeric 

"I was never an officer in any labor union. I did not go to the 
meetings of the unions very often* I remember the day that the strike »t a 


"Springfield* 111. 
august 51* 1943 



^nake the following statement to 
1^, who have identified themselves 
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RE i JOHN L. LE.I8 


INTERVI5T 7/1 TH 


Ll<z, LJ-ity 



continue 


in 1937* I do not ran ember if X sras at the meeting of the 
union the day before the strike. I remember that X sras 
loading snail cars of coal that day, but I cannot remember 
*hytit wr.B that X sms loading than small. X was not told 
to load them smll. Something happened that made me see that X should load 
than small. It was something that the company did, but X do not recall what 

it sms . After the strike was called, 1 do not rsasaber exactly what It sms 

that did happen. X know that one day they tried to open the mine. I was 
out there. There were about 10 men who went down into the nine srith OSCAR 
FALCEXTI. After a short time they all cane up. '#e had a union meeting the 
next dr.y or that night, I remember that we went back out to the mine and 
stayed on the property to keep the United Mine Workers from coming in to go 
to work. I stayed out there a lot of the tine during the sit down. The men 

who were on the sit down were men who had been working at Mine B. ^-fter the 

injunction I left the mine property. I did not hear of any more attempts to 
onen the mine* 


"I voted in the election in December 1937. Mo one told ate how to 
vote, or tried to influence my vote in any sray. It was a fair election as 
far as I know, and I voted sxaetly a* I pleased. 

"•/hen the strike started I sms satisfied with the ?rogressivem 
Mine workers of "nerica, and the operation of local fP54. I‘ did not sran£ to 
join the TJU/* X srac off of JOHN L. LE'/IS for what he had done to us miners 
in 1932. 


•During the strike I did not have any other job. 

*1 do not recall exactly what happened to reopen the nine, but when 
it was reopened as an open nine. There were men who belonged to both unions. 
I knew that they were trying to organise the United Mine Workers as a union 
there. I had heard of that. I told everybody that said anytning to me aboub 
it, that I would never Join the United Mine Workers because oT the things tha 
JOHN L. LE TS had done to the coal miners In 1932. I talked about that 0 uite 
a bit, and was not afraid to let anyone know how I felt about it* 

"When I went back to the mine, I got my old room, but when it ran 
out, I wr.B given a very bad room. It sras full of slate, and it was so hard 

to work that I do not believe that the company ever made any money out of it 

at all. I began getting "docks" for having dirt in my coal. I had had very 
few docks before the troulble srith the unions. They ran up #50 of docks a- 
gainst me. They charged docks of #.40 for the first car with dirt in it eac v 
day, #1.40 for the second, and #3.00 for the third car srith dirt in it enoh. 
day. Most of these tines I found out that the dirt in ny car would be sul- 
phur or dirt, and there sms no sulphur or that kind of dirt in my roam at 

all. The company began giving me the bad end of the deals. They treated 
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS 


INTERVIEW '£ 




\) 
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some of the other men that way too. I remember that they 
fired me one day for ta king an empty off the track in front 
of ny room. In fiSjjm years of coal mining X had always 
taken the car th^^wns laying in front of my switch.' There 
was no rule against that. Sometimes when there was a shortage of oars, the 
drivers would say which car belonged to which digger, but there was no such 
shortage that time. OSCAR FALCETTI fired me for taking another digger* s car. 
The pit committee got me my job back again, after making me promise that I 
would not take anybody elses empties again. The very next day, I was fired 
again by FALCETTI, for leaving an empty car on the track in front of my room. 
The situation was exactly the same as before as far as X could see. The pit 
ccmmittee got ne my job back again. 


"About six weeks before X was fired, I went to the window one day 
to get my money. I handed in the stub of the statement to FALCETTI. He pulled 
the peg out of the window, and let it fall, and almost caught my hand. I told 
him that if he had hit my hand I would have sued the company. That was about 
the time that the other things I have mentioned were happening to me at the 
mine. 
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tho wash house. That happened several times to ne. That never happened be- 
fore the troulble with the Unions and the organising of the United Mine workers. 
The company knew that that was going on, and could have stopped it, but never 
did. The day before I finally quit my tools were all stolen. That was the 
first time that my tools had been taken frco my roco during the entire time 
that I was working there. I had a herd tine working there that day, and bor- 
rowed enough tools to sort of finish up what was loose. I had to quit early 
because of it. The next morning when I went to work I went into th£ wash 
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not know what he was going to do. H© hit me in me eye, and about ti 
tira^jjHH^fe, come up on me from behind. «7hen X was knocked down,' 

to kick me in the face. They ran me off bS the eempany proper 
and did not even let me go back to get my pay. That was before the second 
election at the mine. 


"On© Day 1 saw king around in front of the of- 

fice. He was cursing and sayii^^things about the Progressives. He said sev- 
eral ti es, "the Progressives are no good. They h£*vs rot to go." OSCAR FAL— 
CETTI was standing right there where he could hear, and did not say anything. 
He just laughed like he thought that it was a good idea. 

"•Then I went back to the mine after it reopened, I noticed that 
there had been some falls. I did not see any evidence of any big fires that 
had occurred during the strike. 
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RE: JOHN L. LS7IS 

INTERVIEW .71 TH 


doing, because I never saw hin doing ary work. Se never 
talked to me about Joining the United Mine Worker# , In fact, 
no one ever talked to me about Joining the TOOT except a man from Colorado s*o 
X saw at the nine only a few time#. I never learned his name. Be dame to se 
during the first few d&ys thr^t ths ains «na r**op£H6ds, T t^old hi jt. ttet I would 
not Join up with JOHN L. LEfIS. He told se that that was whet he wae there 
for, to get us to Join the TBS?. He case to see me in my room when X was drill* 
ing a hole. He wrs the only one who ever asked me to Join the TOOT but every- 
body else knew how I felt about it, because I told them. 

"X do not recell signing any petitions, although X say have* 

"I voted in both elections, even though I had been kioked out of 
Uine D before the second election. X voted exactly as X pleased ^ » both elec- 
tions. 



(continued ) 


^wne working in the mine, or was supposed to 
be working there. I do not know what he was supposed to be 


O' 


"I was always satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers, and never 
did want to Join up with the United Mine Workers, nor having anything to do 
with JOHN L. LE.'IS. 

"X have read the above statement on this page and four other pages. 
It is all true and accurate." 
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Re 1 JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 
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was interviewed at the home which he 
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can 


would not make a good witness due to a 
heavy accent and the factor that he is extremely hard of hearing, 
and cannot understand well the various questions put to him* He 
gave information set forth in the following signed statement: 
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August 31 » 1943. 


name is 



I make the following statement 

to HHHH who have identified 

themselves to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
No promises , threats or consideration of any kind has been made to me 
to have me make this statement* 


IT 1 - 1 ._ J - J. 

'j. iiave numeu ' 



intend to ever return 


I did not 
net take part in 

ary of the activities concerned with the strike. I did not go to 
the union meetings and did not know what was going on. I was always 
satisfied with the way the Progressi ve iH r\n Workers were being operated, 
and with the operation of local #54 at nine B. I did not want to 
change unions. I belonged to the union at the mine that was there., 
and was satisfied with the PUT of A union while I was at mine B. 

n I have read the above statement on this page. It is true 
and accurate. 

(Signed) 


WITNESSED: 



Spocial Agent FBI 
Special Agent FBI’ 1 


. * 
4r 
jt 


W 




c . 


o 


Ret joh; l. lewis, et al 
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able to express himself fairly well and has an intelligence above that of 
the average miner. He furnished information as set forth in the following 
signed statement. 


Bureau of Investigation. Ho promises, threats, or consideration 
of any kind has been made to me to have me make this statement. 

It is true and accurate. I an trilling, if necessary, to go to court 
and repeat any part of this statement. 

"I have been a min er a ll of my life. I first joined the United 
Mnie Workers when I was ^^years old. I went to work at mine B In 

as near as I can remember. I used to go to the Union meetings 
quate regularly, but I was never a union officer at mine B. In 
1932 when the entire local joined the Progressive Kine Workers of 
America, I was trilling to switch over. I had no objections at all 
to the formation of the PMf. The relations between the company at 
liine B and the unions continued to be about the same both before 
and after the formation of the P117. !3eforc the strike in 1937, the 
relations of the union and the company were satisfactory as far as 
I was concerned. I did not pay much attention to what was going on, 

I just did my work and did not pay much attention to what went on 
at the office or at the union meetings. I went to the important union 
meetings, but was not interested in what went on among the ixiion 
generally. I did not go to the union meeting the night before the 
strike. It was a complete surprise to me. I was completely satis- 
fied with the operation of the Progressive Mine porkers of American, 
and local )f5A . I did not know Imon that there tod been any discussion 
about switching uions. I knew before the strike was called that thero 
was some trouble over some men having been fined by the union or some- 
thing like that, I did not know the details, but I had heard about it# 


"Springfield, 111 
August 31, 1943.” 
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Re: J0»J L. LEffIS, ET AL. 

blO i,0£> 

I did not knew that it was serious enough to call a 
strike over. I do not remonber that there was any quarrel 
about tho wages or rates at the tine that the strike was 
called. 


INTERVIEW WITH 



"*vfter the strike was called, I wont hone. I did not go back 
out to the mine, I was not interested in union affairs. I was never on 
a picket line or anything like that except that I did stay on the picket 
line at the sit down for one night at t ti.no B. After the strike I stayed 
at hone. I do not recall ever£ having been asked to sign any papers for 
cither xxiion. I was in favor of the l’rogressive ltine Workers, and if I 
signed any papers it was for then. I did not know any of the men who 
were in troulbc with the inion exepet one who is doad now. Ho had not 
said anything to ne about changing unions. 


"I did not know anything about the formation of tho UU7 local 
during the s umne r of 1937, nor about a contract with the UMW by the 
Mine B coal Company. I was not at the nino on the day in Septcnbcr 
when they tried to open, and when the sit down started. I stayed at 
the sit down only one night. The nen thcro wm> al l men who ha d worked 
at line D before the strike, except one 



"I voted in the election about the unions in De cneb or 1937. 

That -.7a s a fair ejection as far as I know. Non one triecl to influence 
my vote or nake/xio anything that I did not v/an£ to do. It was a fair elec- 
tion I voted exactly as I wanted to vote. 


■I did not hear anything about trying to open the mine at any 
tine about an attenpt to open tho mine until they did get it opened, ex- 
cept that one tine in September 1937 when the* sit down started, IXiring 
the tine of the strike I was on fflpa part of the tine. 


"When the mine reopened, I did not get to work until about 
November 17. There was bad air in qy section and it was a while before 
things got cleaned out. There was no big fire or fall while the mine 
was closed that I know anything ‘about. 


"When the mine reopened there was no contract with any union. 
Several nen came and talked to ne ab-.ut switching ov er to the UU7, but 
the only ones who asked no to join the Ulf were! 



cane 


and a nan whose name 1 do not know, 
'ny house once and asked me to join th 
say anything, he Just canc along, 
cane to the nine after the strike. 



zaoanesc did not 
was one of tho non who 
several fellows talked to mo 


cse_ 


about chaning, but none of then asked ne to join the Ulf/. 
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Re: JOW L. L&/IS, ET AL. 
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_|was one of the men who cane to the 

nine alter the strike. I do not know what he was 
supposed to be doing in the mine. I never saw him doing 


- i 
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ing wiions. I told him that I did not want to switch but I would join 

any union which had the majority, l o one bothered me, although I heard 

that some of the other men at the mine had been bothered about joining 

the U1W and that there had been some beatings. I wondered what 

was supposed to be doing in the mind, I never saw him doing anyTo?E^!ff 
I asked somebody what he was supposed to be doing. They told me that 
he was supposed to be an Air Examinier. I liad never hoard of an air 
oxanincr at Hina B before. The mineTexaniner chocked the a ir at night. 

They had never had a man to do that in the day time before 
came to the mine. After he left, there was no one as an air Inspect 
in the day time, 

"I joined the U!5^ on the l ast day that I could join and not 
have to pay a new initiation fee, ^mflHHk cano to me and told me 
that all the fellows had joined up, an^tha^they had a majority and 
that the mine was going to be UMYJ entirely. Ho told me that if I did 
not sign up by a certain date that 1 would either have to leave the 
mine or join up with the Uli.h So I joined the UI£7 on the last day. 

I did not want to join tho UIi<. If any other jobs had been available at 
the time I would quit and gono to work soraevhere else, but I had to 
have a job, so l"joined the UHW even though I preferred the PIP, 

"In the second election no one tried to influence ny vote. I 
voted exactly as I wanted to vote. 

"In Uay or April 1942 there was a fire at the mine and I could 
not work in my section. They asked me to v/ork someplace else in the 
nine and double with some one, but that was against the uiion rules so 
I went home. When I went back there was some quarrel about it, and I de« 
cided to quit. 


pages. 


"I have read the above statement on this page and three other 
It is all true and accurate. 




Special Agents FBI" 
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He: JOHN L. ZZIFIS, ET AL 




\.rlE> 


V * 


INTERVIEu 



wag intorvicwcd at h ia hone which he owns, 
seated at ield p Illinois, 

on the af tornoo^g^Augus ^S^i945 . by Special Agents 

^^'was born at 
has been in the mine^all his life. 

considered by ihtePVHJWlhg agents as a good potential witness because of 
his appearance, his ability to express himself and apparently has above 

A J 1 ^ J A..W .d. tJ» 4-U rt 4 K A 4 4 m + Via 1 V.ff 

avwr&^C? UlbClil^Ci L1VJV • OC ^vo Wiu bwv * v* v»* 

signed statement: 



•Springfield , 111. 
August 30, 1843* 



mo to bo Special Agents 3 1 

AX..^ n A - 

UI'U-OC a , Viil ua 09 | 

me to males this statement* 


I make the following statement 

who have identified themselves 
ureau of Investigation. Ho 


f hia 4*„r 


pof 


*1 h^veworked at t^ine B since about^^H off and on, and steadily 
since about Since that time I have boei^^Dottom man. That is # I work 

at the bottom of the shaft, stop the cars, and put thee on tho lift etc. 

That means that I am one of the last men to go down in the mine in the morning 
and one of tho first to come out at night. I do not go to the mine early, 
and leave as soon as I can at night. Thus, I do not get to know the men at 

AL a _ 4 ** — 1 1 T 4 n. wni AU A. wVl n MAmV Vk« #*V 4 W 4 V ft tfl4wiA t»« 1 A. 6 
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they happen to come out during the day, I joined the United Ifino TTorkers 
first T?hen I was years of ago. 3 was nevoij particularly interested in 
Union affairs* bu^l did keep track of things in the Union. I did not go to 
meetings often. I was never and officer. In 1932 tho entire local went 
over to the Progressive Hine Workers of America^ I was not particularly 
interested in going over to the PIT? of A, but I was willing to follow the 
majority. It did not make much difference to me which union I belonged to. 

I did not go the PICT meetings, because \ 

V*TLa m 4«L4 

uuu Eaoj jubOb Mic panic UA^iiw . 



B I did not attend the meeting of the union tho night before the 
strike. I did not know what the strike was about. I was called out. I did 
not know that there was going to be a strike until I was called. 


"I did not stay around the mino after the strike started. I do not 
think that 1 signed any petition for any union. 


J.1 x. l_ A. XL A T 
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the operation of the Progressive I'ino 'norkers of America or tho local at 
Mine B. I did not particularly care which union I belonged to. I was still 
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that they were doing, but I would not have wanted to change 
unions at that time. 


*1 did not know of the formation of the UM7 local at mine B. I did. 
not go out to the mine the day that it was opened in the fall of 1937. I did 

not stay out at the picket line when the men stayed there for several months. 

I was asked to go out, but I told the men that I would go around to tha 

houses and talk to the men but 1 would not go to a picket line, bocause 1 dad 

_ _ jl xt .■ „t. it. - x. > i _ _ ... _ *» . — X — — A.V J _ — 
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**I voted in the election of December 1937. I mot up at the 
Progrossivo Hall, and went down to vote in a group. Eo one told me howtto 
vote, or tried to influence nor vote in any way. It was a fair election as 
far as I know. I voted exactly as I wanted to vote. 


“During the strike, I was unemployed excopt for what work I could 
get on "SPA. 

B I went back to the mine soon after it opened and went to the same 
job tht I had before. I still continued to go to the mine late in the 
morning, and leave early at night, and i did not know much about what was 
going on out there. 1 understood that several non were beaten up out t here 
and th t there was a lot of organising going on. I knew I 

do not know what he was supposed to bo doing in the mine .^^niKay^xnought 
that he was an organiser for the U!57. 1 talked with him several times in the 

mine. No one ever asked me to join the tJl£7. I heard that Falcetti had said 
that he did not want anyone to bother the bottom men. riono of us working 
at the bottom of the shaft were approached to join the UUTf, Several of us 
decided a few days before tho Bocond election that the mine was going to be 
UJC7 and so *e went up and signed up vdth the UB£7. 7«c had not beon asked to 
Join* but tho old Progressives h-d bscs run out oC tho iriino or hftd 10 ft. 
and it looked as if everyone there was a United Mine Torkers, and I wlways 
■wanted to be with the majority, so I joined. 

“I never hoard anyone connected -with the management say anything 
about wanting the mine to change unions or anything like that* I did hoar 
Oscar Falcetti say three or four tines bofore the Btrike or any trouble 
started at all, that he thought that the mine would go back to tho United 

Mine 'Yorkers. I did not pay much attontion to him. I did not hear anything 

l.l. n 4p ^ nA .J. 
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“Then I went back to the mine when it was reopened, there was 
no indication as far as I saw of any fire. I hoard th t there had beon a 

few falls. I do not know of any big falls. 
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Re: JOHi: L. L^HS, ET Al 

"I have read the above statement on this page and two other 


pOgts ^ T t ^ e oil fynfi ftriH ftfjftnrftf A . 


(signed) 



signed) 


(signed) 
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7 WITH 



was Inte rviewed r.t tho' h one which hft 

owns located at Springfield, 

^^^^^Il^nois , o n the a reerngoiw>nEugua^K[, ^945 J _by Speo- 

born inM|^^^^^^^^^H|HH|^^a^T^consIaorod a^^goo^potontiel 
witness to hie appearance, ability to express 

himself, and an apparent above average intelligence. He gave inf oraotion 
set forth in the following aignod stetoaentt 

"Springfield, 111. 

August SO, 1945* 

name i the following statement to 

and who have identified themselves 

Special Agentl^o^nh^Todera^euroau cf Investigation* Ho prem- 
ises, throats, or consideration cf any kind has boon made to me to have me 
sign this statement* It is all true and accurate* I am willing. If nec- 
essary to go to court, and repeat any part of it. 



"I have been working at Mine B since 1929 as a digger* I was a 
nembor of the local when it changed over from the U1C7 to the Progressive 
Mine Wcfkors cf Anorica. I was not too anxious about the switch in the be- 
ginning, but afterwards I didnotwant to change back to the United Mine 
Workers. I was living at^mBBHlll, at the time, and did not ccsxe back 
to town to attend the unior^ncot^^^* I did not gc __ tho meetin gs very 
often* 


"At the time of tho strike in 1937, I was vory much satisfied with 
the way the things wero going cut thoro at tho Pro gr ossly^ Mine Joke rs an d 
tho loca l #5 4* I did net wont to chango, As far as I know all the men were 
satisfied with tho union as it was. There were a few men who had always 
been for the OUST ever since the Flff* was organised, an! they did not switch 
over as wo "thought they would, and kopt talking about going back to the UJA7* 
Ho one of than talked to me about it though, and I did not hear then say 
anytning personally. 

"I did not attend the local meeting the ni#it before the strike, 

I was down in the mine and did not know that a strlje was being called* It 
was all a Surprise to no. I did not stay around tho mine, and I have for- 
gotten now, just exactly what it was that tho men struck for. I signed a 
petition or sane kind of pa per for thoe Progressives* They brought it to 
mo at my home in Til* I did - not sign anything for the UlffiT because 

Z was not intoroste^u^cinihg the TJlEf, He one approached me to join the 
U1BT cr to sign tholr petition. 
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k /?c Tr,4n 

to *• *" 

*1 did not go out to the mine the day that tho sit dew* 
started, I did got out there three or four days latef, and 
gtayod there on the company property Tor several days* 

The non 


until the injunction came and wo had to leave# 
who wero on the eitdown were miners w ] ho hod been working at ^nine 
were not a now bunch of non brought in* 


There 


"I voted in th election in the December 1937* That was a fair 
election as far as I knew. Be cne asked 'me or tried to influence ny wrte in 
any way* 


I voted exactly as 1 wanted to* and no one said anything about it# 


n/sw 4^V\h f Atmw +:rt nnon 

14V TW ViHh V Vi 4W J w T V« w* ^ v V w JT W** ^ XT ^ " 


one time in 1937 when tho sit down started. During the stri e I was unan- 
ployed most of the tine, and workod on the WPA part of the tliae. When the 
mine reopened, I went out there to work, and workod two days when I finished 
ny roccn I; was about a month before I got a new rocn* When I went baok I 
saw no indication of any big falls cr fires in th__ mine* 


"Whan I went bock 
do not know what ho was suppe 

1_ _ — — . 1 1.1 j, nr^ t-V +• Wft r ^ » 

Xiu WUD ItMjiiA Uf yuuu f AWl vnu U4* 


<Ar ** o 

vv aw* i-* p 


t was working there in tho mine# I 
mg# ^he only times that 1 saw him 
&f c 4 Hg was talking most of the 
time to men about Joining the DUFF, He never had a nan going around witi^ho 
air t esters before the mine went on Btrike. do not have any now, 
■■■was the only man at tho nine I h ave ever Been going around in the day- 
^^e making such tests, (■■^^■'talked to me about joining the OUT. I 
told him that I did not wont to at that tine. Ho was tho only eno in tho 
nine who appror.chod mo cn the na tter until the day that I signed ftp as a DM*. 
On that day I was'apprcachod by -fliUHIIHIIIB been told, by ads 

in the paper, etc, that wo had unt^^ ^^^^^^^fffJanuray 1941 tft Join the 

m --r 7 j_ X I a A «nA VnrAVlSfl T 

VLZ < * x joinea up cn t-na^ cay vuuuyu - 

folt that I would h_ve to Join in order to koo^ny Job at t he ninoi I know 
at that tine that l"”wculd have a chance tc vote on which union that I want od , 
and knew that if tho election went for the Progressives, that ny application 
to tha DUFF would not moan anything. I signed up for the DUFF even thought 
I really wanted to stay and be with the Progressives. That occurred before 
the second election about tho union at tho mino* 

"At that election* they tcld us to go to the United Hall and go 
up tc vote in a body# I went directly from my hccie, and voted exactly as 
I pleased* No one influenced ne in my vote at all* 


"I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers of America and 
wanted tc* stay in that Union - and only Joined the TOST in order to keep ny 
Job at mine B* % 


"I hive read the above statement on this page and two other pages# 
It is all true and accurate# 
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net rank above the average, but he can express himself fairly well, hue a 
fair nmory ( and a fair appearance# He would not be easily confused on 
cross examination* He gave information set forth in the following signed 
statement t 


He promises, throats, or consideration of any kind hac^ boon made to ne to 
make this statement. It is true and accurate and I an willing, if necessary, 
to repeat any part of this statement in court* 

' *1 worked at Wine B as a digger from sometime in until May 

12, 1937, when the strike at ^ino B started. I was a Mmbor of the Unitod Mine 
Workers until 1932 when the Progressive Mine JWorkers oTTKerica was organ- 
ised. I did not have to much to do with the~ organisation of the PMW, but 
I was glad to join the organisation because I wanted to get rid of John L# 
Lewis. I was a member cf the Pit ccranittoe of the FWff union at Mine B for 
a year and a half sonotime between 1932 and 1937* I had not been on the 
camnittoe for a couple of years before the strike startod# I attonoded the 
meetings of the Union quite regularly* *he attendance at the meotingo varied 
from vory large numbers to very small numbers, depending on what was to cono 
up at the meetings# 


strike started# There had been some discontent about the mine but 1 do not 
knew exactly what it was about# There had been samo discussion in the gge 
abeut^goin^ovortethe United Mine VTorkers. Charley ^ojharinon, Tony Flotch, 
and talked to me and asked me to jolnT the^United Mine 

Workers, end asked me what I thought about it# Frank Mistin also talked to 
me about joining the United Mine Workers, before the~eftrlke started# I had 
no£ intention of Joining the United Mine Workers. I was satisfied with the 
Progressive Mine Workers cf America, and with the operation of local {^54, 

I have never wanted to change over to the UlfflF# No one connected with the 
FMfiT evor asked mo to do anything tht I did not want to do# After the str e 
I did net go back to the mine because I decided that I would got out of tTIe 
mines if I had to fight for ay life for a right to work* I had quit tho 


"Springfield, 111# 
August 30, 1943, 



# I itake the following statement 


HB ■ who have identified them- 
oderci Bureau of Investigation# 


"I did not attend the meeting of the union tho night before tho 
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pit connittoe whon one of the other nee had been 
shot. I did not want to got shot. 


*1 was down in the nine the day that tho strike was 
started. I sont up short cars that day because X was a Inoat finished with 
ny roon, and know that there was sono discussion about quitting until a 
now contract was fixed up* I had finished cleaning up ny roan and was on 
top and in the wash houso when the strike was eallod* I ms out at the 
mino shaft a few days after the strike started. X think X signed sene sort 
of paper for the Progressives. I knew that I never signed any paper for 
tho United Mine Workers. 


*1 never heard anything abou__ the formation of a UMIff local for 
Mine B. I never heard anything about cT contract with the TOW. 

*1 was not at Mine B the day that they started to open tho mine in 
September 1937. I went out there on tho second cr third day after that. I 
stayed there at the nine about two thirds cf the time after that when the 
nen were there on the company property. The non who were there on the prop- 
erty were nen whe had worked there all the time before that^ I heard that 
they tried to open the mine a few days after the injunction, but I did net 
go tc work and do not know what happened. I voted at the election held at 
the Araory in ^ecaaber 1937. That was a fair election as far as I know, 

Bo one attempted to influence ny vote, or tell mo what to de_ X voted at 
that elocticn Just exactly as X wonted to vote. 


"When "the nine reopened I did not attomt to go back to work. I 
get a letter to go back, but I was doi g alright and decided not to work 
any noro. I wont out to tho nino.nad 1»lTTimsm7 nod asked them to send my 
tools up. X sold the tools right there to someone else. 

"I was always satisfied with the Progressive Mine Workers of Amer- 
ica. Ho one in that organisation ever threatened no or asked me to do any- 
thing that 2 did not want to do. I would have liked to have continued to 
work at Mine B if 1 could have without all that troulble. X had a hard time 
gotting a Job aftor that. _ 


*1 have read tho above statment cn this page and two other pages. 
Xt Is all true and accurate 
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MBB was int erviewed at the h ome which 
n^Tims^Tocated afHHHHHmHV Springfield, 
Illinois, on the evenm^o^Augusx 30, 1943, 


by Speci al At 
was born 
by interview 



ig agents as a goo 


a distinct effort to be accurate, and would bo difficult to confuse on cross 


G jtaUfliHat 1 ual# 
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well. He gave informatics set forth in the following signod statements 


"Springfield, ELI 

August 30, 1943. 


"My name is 
statement to 
themselves to me 



I mak e the following 

, who have identified 
eoeral Bureau of Investigation. 


No promises* "thi'Gais* Ox C Ofi si u C T3 1 i OH Ox any kind ha 3 LAjuii inado to ux* vO 

make this statement. I am willing, if necessary to go to court to repeat 
any part of this statement. 

"I first went to Mine J3 in 1932 when I was years of ago. At 
the time that I went to Mine B the local there was a member of the Pro- 
gressive Mine Iforkers -of America. I liked that union. I was very much 
satisfied with the way the PMW of A and local #54 was being operated. I 
would have stayed in the PUN if I could have. Thera was nothing wrong 
Tilth that union as Tar a a I know# I did not go to tho union mootings vgfj 
often. I was not at tho meeting of the union the night before the strike 
was called. I did not know anything about the strike until the day that 
the strike occurred. I was working on top of the mine, and noticed that 
the men were sending up small cars. I did not knw anything about it 
until thon, and thought then that thore might be a strike. I did not 
know why, but I recall that someone told me afterwards that the quarrel 
was because the company would not discharge some men, or something like 
that. I did not know any of these men beforo the strike. 


"After the strike I went back out to the nine on tho days after- 
wards for a short time. I do not remember that anything happened out thore. 
I do not recall signing any papers, but if I did they were for the Pro- 
gressive Mine Workers* I could not got a Job at that time. 

"I did not know anything about tho formation of the UMS7 local in 
the sunnier of 1937 nor anything about a contract that Elshoff was supposed 
to have signed with the UMff. 

"I was at the mine the day that they tried to open it in the fall 
of 1937. I went out the first day expecting to work. I do not recall 
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exactly what happened. Tfe did not go dam In 
the mine, and stayed there at the mines pro- 
perty for 5 l days. At the day of the start 

. n X * IX J - - — . a ^.1 J -» U> 4 m. *m m. Vn.< A Mk •* A ti m M A+ MM 

OA W1U SAb QUVTH nu 1*1C b'JlU U&J cUl^UliXii^, Jl/wiUU «iijf uuu »*VAU liww 6 W4M t 

to go back into the mine. Tic stayed out at the mine in order to keep the 
0157 free going to work at the mine. We were protecting our Jobs. The 
men who were out at nine during the sit dawn were almost entirely men who 
had worked at the mine before the strike. 


"I voted at the election in December, 1937. That was a fair 
election as far as I know. No one tried to influence my vote. I voted 
exactly as I wanted to vote. I did not know of any attempts to open the 

— M n<t w^m k*fA*wH fhrt nnf A r*Ti r\r* af+.ni" 4 +. linf Hi f Kn WiH no ft M aifl lllf 

iJXU'v W^WUUli W* V / ^ W**W w*ww »W* *V » ** ** -**v< Ui***w 

did open. 


the strike I did not hive ft 



I got to talking with one ox tne customers. I^told him that I was a Miner 
at Mine B. He asked me to join the UIST, but I told him that I was satis- 
fied with the Progressives. I do not know who this man was. 


ff I went back to work at Mine B the first day that it was reopened. 
I resumed ny same job on top of the mine. I did not go down into the mine. 

I did not hear about any large carejins or falls, or fires that had occurred 
at the mine while the strike was in~progross. They brought up quite a 
bit of dirt after the strike, tut I do not know what they were doing 
below. 



••After the mine opened, I was tr.ated alright , 
and Charl ey B o hannon asked no a couple of tines to go to the meetings' 
but no ono asked mo directly to join up with the U1I7, I did not see any 
fights, or have anything done to me, but I did see some of the men after 
they hod boen beaten up. 


"I joined up with the U1E7 on the last day that I could join 
and not have to pay a new iniation foe. No one told me that there was any 
deadline, but I used to hear the men talking about it in the wash roc®, 
and decided to join the UH7 in order to keep my Job. I joined up shrotly 
before the aencond election. If jobs had been plentiful then as they are 
now I would not have sifyiod up with the Dl£7 but would have changed and 
gotten another job, because I preferred to stay with the Progressvie 
Mine TJorkers. 

”1 was always satisfied with the P rogressive Mine Workers and 
would have liked to still be a member of that organi nation. No one in 
the Progressive s ever bothered me or made mo do anything that I did not 
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want to do. 

n I ha vo read the above statement an this and 
two other paces, and it is true and accurate. 




\ 


- 357 - 


f 

l 


6 


Ret JOHN L. LERIS, ET AL 



& ID 

INTERVIEW TilTH H| 

Springfield^^^ 

&^Kwa^^WereTewe^a^tn^regiQence ofHHHBHH 

Agents 



MBt and is employed at Mine "B* . Be became employed at Nine "B n in 
joined the RiA at that time. He quit work at Uine "B° in April 
of 1937, and became employed again at the mine in September of 1941, beccr- 
ing a member of the UKW at that time. 

He said he was satisfied with the RIA, and that he knows nothing 
concerning the goings on at the Onion, not haring been connected with it or 
either union during the period under investigation. 
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was lnt 
Agents 


Springfield, 
st 3<J» 1943, 


Illinois, 
by 


was cooperative and willing to give his information freely. He speak* ir 
a very slow and low voice. It i3 believed that he would make a pood w*j.v 
ness to the extent of his knowledge of events at Mine B. Ho claimed to 
have no criminal record. 


The following signed statement was executed by 



"Springfield, HI. 
August 30, 1943. 


"I. oake the foll owing statement freely and voluntarily 

to who have identified thenselvos to 

me a 3 Special Agent s o^Th^Tedera^Bur e au of Investigation. Ho threats 
promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 

was bom 
States in 

«I firstjolnGd^ain^rjion in H^when I Joined the United 
lELne workers in SHHHHHUV * stayooin this union until 1934 
when 7 joined the Progressive Mine.. Work ers of Amer ica. I rejoined the 
U.lf.7. some time after February 1941* I have never held an office in 
any union. 



"I started to work in M ine B some time in 1934 or 1935* I took 
no part in the formation of P.M.A. at Mine B. 

"Prior to May 1937 I don’t remember any strikes at Mine B. To 
my knowledge there was no activity by U.H.’J. organizers. I don’t remember 
any expressions of favoritism by the management for U.H.V. 

"I was always satisfied with F.K.A. and I thou^it that the official:’ 
were fair and square with the members. I wont to the P.M.A. meetings 
occasionally, and I was not fined for the mootings that I missed. I don’t 
remember many extra assessments by the P.M.A. 

"Prior to the striko of 1937 I don’t remember any picketing by 
U.M.W. men. But I heard from the miners that the following men were 
agitating in Mine B for U.M.Tf. S Joe (Sac p^Albanese, Andrew Schreleviou3, 
Dominic Pasquale, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, Cotton Ananias, John Sir tout. 
George andEmory Jacaway," and Charles Bohannon* I also heard that those 
men were going on parties with the management ' of Mine B, but I can’t remenH.' 


Re: JOHN L 
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XNTEKVIE7 V.' ITH the persons who told mo about this* 

n In 1937 the P.M.A. were getting angry abiut the activities 
of the men I hovo named above* They did not want to 
work in Mine B with these men because these men were organizing for U.M.TT. 

I think that the only reason for the strike in 1937 wa3 that the P.M.A. men 
did not want to work with the U.I1.T7. organizers. The members of the P.H.A. 
felt that their loaders could get as pood a wage scale as the U.K.'S, leaders 
so I don’t think the wage scale had anything to do with the strike, 

"I did not know of any meeting just before the strike in 1937. On 
the morning of the strike, the officials of P.li.A. and the non themselves 
said that they would not go into the nine if the U.M.TT. non went in. The 
U.M.H. man stayed ir the office of Mine B that morning, and the P.li.A. men 
stood around the shaft to prevent the U.U.h*. men from going into the mine* 

"Prior to the strike I heard something about the activity of 5 
or 6 U.K.'S, spies in l&ne B, and that the P.M.A. had fined them and dis- 
charged them. I don’t recall from whom I heard this. TShon the management 
of Mine B let the U.M.V. mon go into the nine on the day of the strike, the 
P.li.A. men, who did not want to strike, began to load their coal cars short. 
I don’t know if this action had been decided on in advance of the strike. 

I think the men Just decided to do it on the spur of the moment. 

"I signed the P.li.A. petition in May 1937 voluntarily because 
I wanted to. As I recall I was told that the petition was to be sent to 
Tashington to show that P.li.A. had a majority of the miners in Mine B. I 
think X signed the petition in the vicinity of the nine. 

”1 recall signing a second petition for P.M.A. just before the 
election in December 1937. I think that the purpose of this petition was 
to send it to Washington with the request that an election be held for 
Mine B. I think this petition was started by the P.M.A. officials. 

”1 was not asked to join the new U.M.TT. local that started up 
in the summer of 1937. I don’t recall any incidents of violence in the 
sunner of 1937. 

”1 received a notice from the management of Mine B about the 
opening that was scheduled for September 1937, but I don’t recall getting 
any other notices of an opening of the mine. I don’t recall any comment 
by P.M.A. officials about the mine reopening in Sept. 1937. In the fall 
X was in the picket line at Mine B for about 30 days. The purpose of this 
picket was to keep U.M.TT. men out of the mine. I was not forced to picket, 
and I did so tecatl3e I wanted to. 
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"I don't recall how I received a notice for the election 
in December 1937. I went to the election voluntarily, and. 
voted far because I th.urht that was the better 

uri^n and because I did not like John L. Lawis. I think 
that this election was fair. 



"I tv art- a. 1 back to work in l£Lne_E_ about tv. o months after it 
opened. I could not z° back sooner because th-t section >f the nine in 
which I had been working hod been damaged during the- time the sine vt, 
shut down. After the nine opened up there w.s considerable trouble in i&fce 
mine. There many fiohts and many men were beate:. up, I did not 3ce ar.y 
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No threats or violence wre used against me. 


"After I, starte d back to work, a man known a sflHjM and 
another known aaflH |T came to a© in the mine about onc^^^^W^^and 
asked me why I dl^^o^join the N.H.17. union. They said that everyone 
else in the nine was coins to siCP up, and that I would lose my job if 
I did not si^n up. During this time I don’t remember that the manace- 
Dent over expressed an opinion as to which union they preferred. 


"In the election of February 1941 I voted for the U. 11.17. At 

this tine I was n f it c nember of the U. 11.17, I voted for the U.H.T. because 

the men that I have mentioned before in this statement had told me at 
one tine or another that if the F.U.A, wan the election, the mine would 
shut down a£ain because the management had said they would shut down in 

that event. I did not want to lose ay job so I voted for the U.M.Y. 


•Prior to tho strike in 1937 I don 1 1 remember any employ who 
had the jo^of”air checker” but after the mine opened up in 1939 the man 

known as had such a job. He had no particular duties, and I 

think tha^T^wa^morely or^anisinc for D.U.17. There wore a couple of other 
Jobs like this but I don’t recall who held them. 

"I cannot estimate the coat that was involved in reopening the 
mine. I don’t remember big fires after the mine opened up. 

"Wany of the miners are of the opinion that John L. Lewis was ^ 

£iv Inc noney to Carl Elshoff durinc the time the mine was shut down. I, 
like the rest of the miners, think that Lewis cave Elshoff money to 
live on and to keep the nine in condition so that it could be reoponed 
same day when the U.U.T7. had tho majority of the miners. I don’t know 

whore these ideas come from, but most of the miners had them. 

"This statement consist^i^^^^^^^^M^threo other typewritten 
paces has boen read to me by and I state that it 
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INTERVIEW WITH is true to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 



Witnesses: 



Special A L errs ; F.B.I. 
Sprinrfie_i, 111.'* 
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INTERVIEW ..TTH Springfield, _ 

Illinoi^^ra^inte^iewed at nT^uoneon September- I. 19 VJ 



Vrtr m fr»n , f ft 

wj 


r»H 


able to understand English very wel?. an^T^~expres ■- v -fm- o.;J er.jily, llz 
speaks clearly and is easy to understand. Hi daisied. to have no rriminal 
record. 

"Sprir.Bfl'iV.. r:ii. 

Sepi-.-rrcir 1- LvmJ. 

he the following gtatemem fr-.ely and 



kand SSSS^S rlio 
identified themselves to IK as Federal 

Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have b«sn mr.de 
to ne to obtain this statement. 


, *:--'-irgfl :ild, !J-'.. , 

I came to the 


"I presently live at 

and I am employed b • the Paa'. 

"I was born in 

hCsrA C+ Q+ ac i ri 
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Federal court in 


"I first joined a nine union, the United line */orkers in 

Peoria, 111. I stayed in this union until I joined the Progressive 
Hine workers of America at lin e 3 din 1936. I rejoined the U.K.’- r . seme 
time In 1941, as I recall, when I was working at line A 




•I alleys thought that the relatione betveen P.IIa. officials and 
the miners were satisfactory. The officers of P.U.A. seemed to be 
good men, clean and square, and trying to help the miners, I think 
that the relations between and Ushoff were O.II. As I recall 

A Ua. Ktr D If oV A A rvf +ft 1V1V )WIP- 

ncic l iu ca-wao sj*; uu»o wjf * vv w 

fits to members of 

■I don't know anything about any activities of any U.’VJ. men or 
organisers before the strike in 1937. Prior to the strike I never 
received any literature from U.ll.*'. 
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••After April 1, 1937, I knew that P.U.*. was work- 
ing under a temporary agreement with the rain© 
manaeenent. I think that the miners all were 

» 

aware of the extension, and I think that they were satisfied with 
this arrangement. I did not hear any talk to the effect that U.U.W. would 
be able to get a better contract than P.U.jt. Elshoff was an independent 
operator at that tine, and could not sign a contract -with any union mtil 
the association of mine owners signed with a union, Host of the men knew 
this, and I think that the men had no fault to find vith P,J!.^. in this 
matter. 


2MTERYia» w UH 

Tnon^rued ^ 


*1 can ’t recall attending a meeting of P.K.A. on £he night before the 
strike started in 1937, and I don't remember whether or not I had a notice 
of this meeting. 

"I vent to work on the day that the strike started. I remember 
that some of the miners loaded their cars with snort weights. I remember 
that the strike was finally called, but I don f t remember if the men were 
called out of the nine during the day, or if they were told of the strike after 
+,hpy ciiJU8 up from t-l±6 mine at tho end of tho day - 

"J- really don't know the reasons for the strike. I had heard that 
charges had been preferred agaimst some of the men previous to the strike. 

These men, I think, were supposed to be U.M.fc. men. I don *t remember any- 
thirg more about this matter. I remember that some men were accused, but 
I dbn *t knovr whether they had to stand trial, or what happened to them. 

I don *t know whether the strike was called because the company refused to 
fire tliesc men or because of some other reason. 


"I recall that I signed a petition for P.U.ji., but I don't recall 
vhat the petition was about. I was not forced to sign this petition. I 
neser signed a petition for U.JI.*. 


n I don 't recall getting a notice about the reopening of the mine 
in Septwmber 1937. I sav in the newspater that the nine was going to re- 
open, I vrent out to Mine B with the indention of going to -rork. When 
I got to the mine, a coEmlToe of P.Ii.A, men had met with the management, 

a fl rl Vfll + /S T ♦ -I —I W rt A A A 4- It n H U n n ^ 1 tnl 1 U n. 

i * i * u "v* v wwiw Visa e vuu j kuiu^ciiu^jw tv vum J ua tic- U » • X Ui i i« R uu uiiau UiiC 

P.if.A. men could not work -unless they up with U.li.Y;. The men were told 
this by Elshoff. Twelve nen went into the nine, and were not molested at 
all. Ihe rest of the men, all of them P.K.A., refused to go into the mine* 
The next day the P.lu.**. started to picket the mine so the company could 
not bring any outsiders into the mine. I was on the picket line several 
days. I saw ixily Mine 3 men in the picket line. There were no strangers. 

I vent to the picket line because I wanted to. No force was used against me. 
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Re: JOHN L. IMS, ET AL. 



B7TERVIEW WITH 


"I think that the Federal injunction in December 
1937 was secured to get the P.1I.A. men off the premises. 
I don 't know anything about the attempts to open the 


mine in December, 1937 , or January, 1938. 

"In the election in December, 1937, I Toted for F.M.A. because I 

J !■ I i JL n _ _Hi Ah AM AU Ah -i w. ^ * MAh AA H) If A T + #44 #4 W ^ 



T ^ #44 #4 


XW 1 j V u i«w w 


natter to me which in ion won, but wanted to be with the majority so 1 
voted for P.U.A. 

"In the late fall of 1939 I received a notice from the company that 
the mr.e was going to reopen, I started to work the second day that the 
m -; ,1 o .sc nrwn an<^ s+.(-»Arii T tt int.il Uardh 1QZ.0. when T ouit and went 


Falcetti. At that time he treated roe -0.K. I don't know of any acts of 
favoritism by the management for any inion. 


that many men were asked to join U.lf.W. , but I never was. No one ever 
threatened me. 


I db not know the roan's name. The case was taken up with Falcetti, and 
Baumgardner denied the charges. The man who was beaten had no witnesses. 
The case was pending when I quit at IflLne B. 

"I have heard that Baumgardner asked some men to join the U.K.3T. , 
but I don 't know the names of any of these men. He never asked me to join 


line A where I had been trying to get a job for several years. I always 
thought that the working conditions in LELne A were better than in Mine B. 
ifo pressure was brought to bear on me to make ne quit in liine 5. After 
1 quit I heard about some rough stuff at Mine 3, but there was none of . 
it that I heard about when I was working in liine B. 

"I have read this statement consisting of this and three other 
typewritten pages and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge and 
recollection. 



"In the tine that I was an officer of P.M.a. I had one case with 


"Ho one ever came to me and asked roe to join U.M.W. I heard 



”1 quit working at Liine B because I was able to p,«t a job in 



/S 



Special Agent, FBI 
Springfield, HI." 
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Re: JOHN L. IZWIS, ET AL 
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INT ERVIEW TTITH was interviewed 

~ [and Special A cent 

appears to have slightly more Intelligence than the average 
miner, and related his story in a clear manner. He would be a satisfactory 
witness to testify to those matters contained in the following statement 
which he signed: 


"Sept. 1. 1943 
Springfield, Un- 



make the following voluntary statement t< 

_ both of whom have identified themselves as' being 

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No thrsats or 
promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 


"I was bom on 
a U. S. citizen when X was 



and became 

I presently reside att 


The first union that ^joined was the U.M.W. inj 
an office in any union. I started working for 
and joined the PtiA union when it was formed in 1932. 


I Uav? 


n^er 


Lne B in about 
I believe the 

union was formed in 1932 because the men figured they were getting a raw 
deal from John Lewis and the U.K.'S", After the PliA was started, things seemed 
to be going along good until 1937 when the strike took place* 


"I don’t remember anything about the wage contract expiring in the 
spring of 1937* As far as T know the strike was called when the PMA men 
discovered that some of tj>eir men were acting as spies. I remember 
that Tony Plot ch. Pet§|£anter, Fran k A ustin and others were the men 
who were supposed'to be 1 spies . These men would come to our meetings and 
try to break up the meetings. I have heard Pasquale make the remark 
that "there wouldn’t be any £rogressive pretty soon". I was never asked 
by any of these men to join the U.H.tf. I used to attend the meetings quite 
regularly. I was at the union meeting when our union expelled tho spies 
from our local. As I remember it this was a regular union meeting and it 
took place about a month before the strike. Tfe held a trial for the men 
after one of these meetings and several of our men testified that those 
men were working for united and trying to break up our union. I believe 
that Pete Carte r was There and he didn't offer any defense. 

"I went to work on the da^o^he strike, which was In May of 1937, 
and started my work as a digger^^Hjj^B I don’t remember any arguments 
or anything when I first went tt^work^^T worked along as usual & didn't 
load any cars short that day. I didn't hear of any cars being loaded short 
until after the strike. When I came to the top after my work was over I 
was told the mine was on strike. 
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Re: JOHN L. I£-.7IS, ET AL 


"After the strike was over I recall that X signed a PMA 
petition one day when I was at the union hall. I believe 
I also signed some kind of a petitio^at^^iouse, which 
petition was brought to my house by bHH|| and 
i the best of my knowledge the strike tfasTalled because 
of the spies being allowed to work after they were expelled. 

"During September of 1937 I went out to the mine when I was told 
by the union that the mine was to open. As I remember it the men who had 
been acting as spies were there & wanted to go to work, but our men said 
they wouldn't work if those men were allowed to work. Since no agreement 
could be reached the mine didn't open and some of our men stayed there on 
picket duty. I went on picket duty for a couple of weeks sometime later 
on in September. 


INTERVIE7' VTffi 



(TOitinuedl 




"I recall the NIRB election in Dec. of 1937. I left my house and 
went to the armory alone at which time I voted. I never heard of any 
fights or violence at that time. I recall that some of the spies were 
around the Armory passing out pamphlets for the U. 11.77. , but there were 
no fights. 


H I started working for the Panther Creek #5 Mine in the fall of 
1939 and never tried to go back to worTc'Tor’lfine F. I recall that Pete 
C arter , S hannon and Prank Austin were driving new cars shortly after the 
strike and our men all figured they were getting the money from U-H.W. 

I have known Boahnnon for a long time and know that before the strike he never 
seemed to have any money. 


"I have read over this statement of four pages and wish to say it is 
true to the best of my memory. 


/»/ 



TTitnessed: 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 

U, 5. Dep J t. of Justice*" 


i 


/ 
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Ui JOHN L» LEWIS, ET JL 




INTERVIEW WITH 


much information relative to 



?cial Agents j 

stated that he has 

memory and forthat reason could not give 
the ovents 'Which took place at the time of the 


i strike and subsequent thereto* 
Government witness* 


It is believed that! 


would make a poor 


There is boing set forth below the signed statement which 
executed at the time of this interview. 



"August 31* 1943 
Springfield* 111* 



f make the following voluntary statement tci 

of when h&vo identifiod themselves to be Special 
Agents cT tho federal Bureau cf Investigation. Ho threats or promises have 
boen made to induce me to make any statement. 


"I was b 
citiron for about 



years. I presently reside at 



V. S. 


"I first joined a union in ^fl^fhen I joined the U.U.VT* Luring 
the l ast war I was a pit ccprtittonQn .^^str.rted working for Mine B in about 
joined the F.U.A. in 1932* I quit working about a year and a half 
ago. Detween 1932 and 193? I attended union meetings quite regularly* I 
do not recall much about the contract expiring with Mine B in 1937 in view 
cf the fact my memory is not so good. To the best cf my recollection, I 
think the strike was called because some of the men wanted to be with the 
Progressive union while the others wanted to be with United* 


"I remenberthat seme of these men who wanted to form a U.M.W 
local were WUIircCj^’^QUALE, TONY BLOTCH and same others. As far as I - know 
all cf the men were 'satisfied with the FMA union. I remember that at one 
of the union meetings scm6 of the men were fired from the union because they 
wore spies. I do recall that it was sometime around the time of the strike* 
but I don't knew any of the details. I knew that there were some claims 
made that somebody stole some ballots when the mine went ?MA, but I do not 
remember anything mere about the relationship between the company and the 
union. 

*1 recall that thefe was same question about a contract and wages 
about the tine cf the strike* but I can't remember the details of the die* 
putos. 

"I was on the picket line at^nine B from some tine in Sept, of 
1937 until I started working for thefTanther Croek Coal Co. I worked there 
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for about four years and did not work for Mine 3 again. 

I never saw any fighting while I was at Mino B and I was 
never threatened at any tine. I remember signing acme 
kind cf a petition at PM&. uhion headquarters and I think 
this wo. s a petition to the company about going back to work* 

"At the time of the strike I was vcrlclng^^fmiH 
and I remember loading sene of the cars short because everybody else was 
doing that, but I don't renember why they wore doing it* I don't remember 
any of the details about the strike because I have always had a bad memory. 



*1 think the petition that I signed was a petition to the labor 
board to show them how nany P1& non were at the nine. I have read ever 
this statement, ha vo initialed the first two pages* and hereby sign the last 
page. This statement is true to the best of my menory." 


WITNESS 



) Special Agents, F.B.I. 
I U. S. Dept, of Justice 



o 


o 


Be: JOBS L. IZ.TIS, IT td. 


1 * 7 - 


4 


7 -£> 



reason it is not believed tha 


difficulty 

and so for 

woul^ good witness ■ 


The signed statement executed by 1 
is being set forth as follows; 


it the time of this interview 


"August 30, 1943 
Springfield, 111. 



make the following voluntary statement toj 


both of whom have identified themselves as being 
Special Agents oi' the federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises 
have been made to induce me to make a statement. 


- i was corn 
0. S, citizen about 
presently employed at 



am 


n l first started mining in about HH_and followed that trade until 
June of 1943. I joined the U.JlT:. in obou^^f and was in that union until 
about 1932T when I joined the P.Y.A. I do not recall when I went to work at 
i'ine B, but I was there when I joined the F.U.A. As far as 1 was concerned 
I was satisfied to remain with United, but when tho J?MA coma into being at 


iiine B I was more or less compelled to join FMA is order to hold ny job. 

As far as I v/as concerned, conditions were the same under FUA as under the 
United. 1 livod quite a way out of town so 1 never attended many of the 
meetings. I hoard about the FJ.!A men being convicted for some bombings in 
about 1936 or 1937 A I always felt they were not guilty of what they wero 
charged with. 


"Boforo the time of the strike I don't renombor any activity on thB 
part of tho U.Lt.T.'. to organise the men. I was never asked to join the 
U.K ,7«. boforo the time of the strike. I remember that a new contract was 
to be signed betwoon the company and the union in the spring of 1937. 

I was quite sure the natter of wages would be settled by our union and the 
company. I do not know anything about what tho union was doing to settle 
the issue, as I hardly over attended any meetings. I did not attend a union 
mooting the njte boforo the strike. 


*0n the day of the 
a drivor and as I recall it 


strike I went to work as usual in as 

a lot of the men starting loading tneceui^^hort. 
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continue 


IITTZKVIEn tfITH I asked some of the men why they were loading thsTjeons } 
short and the men told me they were trying to bring "the 
company to term*. 1 believe tome of the men eald they 
didn’t want to work with some men who were euppoaed to be 
*pies for the U.li.17* I do not know the name* of any of the men who were 
supposed to be spies. I do not know of my own knowledge what caused the strike* 


"I renember that within a fow weeks after the strike somebody asked 
me to sign a TVA. petition to go back to work. As I recall It these men 
brought the petition to my houso. I also recall some men asking me to 
join the U.M.A. one night while 1 was in a tavern, but I told them I didn't 
want to join the United. I was never threatened by anyone trying to get 
me to join a union. 


"About two or three months after the striko I went to work for 
Vino A. I on ly workod for Mine A u ntil 

I Have boon abi" lu uj aJiJr xiSTu 

rked in a mine since that time* 


"I have read over this entire statement of four pages, have initialed 
the first three pages, and horoby sign this page. This statement is trua 
to the best of ay memory. 



(signed) 





Special Agents, FBI 
U. S. Dept, of Justice" 
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Re: JUKI L. LETIS, ET AL 


IJJTERV 







Fv/as in terviewed, b y Special Agents 
r and AMHJHHTat which time he stated 
'talk th^Engliet^anguage T ®ry well* 
is a rather elderly man and stated that he had a very bad memory. It is 
believed that this man would make a very pooi^sitness . There is being set 
forth below the signed statement executed at the time of this 

interview. 



I 


t 


"August 30, 1945 
Springfield, 111. 

mako the following voluntary statement to 
both of whom have identified themselves as 
ederal Bureau of Investigation. Eo threats 
or promises have boen made to induce me to make a statement. 



"I was born 
citiren since about 
the TJ.M.W. union in 
for !.!ine B in about 



havo been a U. S. 

I joined 
'started working 


* ."hen the rest of the minors joined the FKA I also joined the F.II.A, 
union. I was v/orking at Kino B at the time of the strike in Kay of 1937 
and I remember that a motor nan came to me and told me that the mine was on 
strike. The nen were dissatisfied with the union because of the high duos 
they were paying and becauso they weren’t getting anything in return. I do 
not know anything about any men who were supposed to be spies for the U.U.T7. 
I do not know anything about any dispute betweon the men and the company. 

I never wont to many of the union meetings at that time jo I do not have 
knowledge about the union’s activ: 



"I do not have any information about what took place at^ina_B_ 
between 1932 and 1S37. This statement has been road to me by 
at whoso residence I reside, and I wish to state 
"best of ay memory . 


tru< 


Vitnessca 


ligned) 



(signed) 



Special Agents, F. B* I. 
U. S. Dopt of Justice* 
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I NTERVIEW '-71 TH i^torvic 

by 6pooial Agonts 

whioh tino he stated ho had only a vug uo~roool looticp 
of what took plaoo at Mine B at the tine of the strike* flH^Hfhas 
difficulty uod or standing tho English lang uago and It is believed ho would 
make a poor witnoss* 





Thoro is being sot forth bolow th o statonent whiah was taken 
at the tine cf tho intorviow wlthflB^HMF It is boing noted that 

iB tatcd h o did not want to s^r^n^s statonent intsnuoh as he was 



"Sopt 1, 1943 
Springfield, Illinois 



jnakc tho following voluntary statement to 
both of when hnvo idontifiod thonsolvos as 
SpooiaT Agonts of tho Fodoral Buroau of Investigation* No throats or 
promises have boon node tc induoo no to nako a statonent* 



"I was bom 
Citizen sinae 
presontly 


have boon a U*S* 
and I an 


W I started nining in about & Joinod tho U«H*tf* at that 

tine* I have never hold an effioo in tho uni cm* I started werking for 
Mine 3 in 1937 and at that tino I was a nonber of tho Hl/t. union booauso 
I had wurkod at -the Sangonoun Coal Co* bof oro that tino* I startod 
working for Mine p in tho spring cf 1937 a nd so I don’t know anything 
about tho striko* Z was workingJHHj^Mas a tinboman and at that 
tino I was working nights so I anything about tho union 

aotivitios* I never heard anything about any ran who wore supposod to bo 
spies for the U*M*U* I do not know anything about any wage dispute or 
oontraet at tho sine in tho spring of 1937* I was on the piokot lino at 
tho nine for about 62 days and ovory thing was quiot at that tino* Thoro 
was nc fighting or violenoo that I know of* 


*1 wont book to work at Jline B vrhon it oponed up in 1939, 
but only worked thoro about a month* I loft Hinc B to work for the BOltfL. 
C n.1 Co whioh was Progressive and lator worked at Fi.nthor Cr ook ^ 

1 quit Hinc B boouuso I get a bottar Job and booauso I didn^t ~liko to 
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work nights* 

■This statonont has boon road to no by itgont 
and I wish to stato it Is truo to tho bost o 


His nark (X) 



*.7itnossos 



)Spooial Agonts* F*B.I. 
'u* S. Dopt* cf Jastiao. 1 


•nioTEs 


This statonont road to udnittod it wus true* but ho 

doolinod to sign it*" 
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Re: JOHN L. 1ZVTIS, ET AL 

l 



■hhhhhhh|m xXii noia , was iribery xewo s oy opeCiaj. Ageno 

and Wt/t/KKH 030 understa: 

little English and canno^caS^^^an^undTO^onversation in the 
lanruar ^^He w's int e rvlev7ed by Agents throu gh the coope ration of 

who acted as interpreterJHflfl^^^J had very 11 
^nTomation relative to the instant case and iT"T^^eTTeved he would 
make a poor witness. There isbeing Set forth below the following state* 
ment which was executed by^^^H^^Band signed with his nark, *1*. 



'August# ^i| 


lrtj •% 

±y**j 


Springfield, Illinois 


make the following voluntary statement to 
oth of whom have identified themselves as 
being Special Agents of the Federal &ireau of Investigation. No threats 
or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 



"I was born in 



came to the U. S. in 
worki ng ss a minsr is 



I have never 
B in about 


when I came to the U. S.and joined the U1E7 in 
any office in any union. I started working f cr 
and am still employed at M ine B.. I joined the Progressive Union in 19 
when the rest joined. Nobody threatened me at any time to join the union 
and as far as I'm concerned, one union is as good as the other. 



"I do not know anything about any of the men in Progressive acting 
as spies and trying to organize far U.li.17. Since I cannot understand much 
English and cannot Speak the English language to any gre-t degree, X never 
heard anything about what the men were talking about. I never talked 
about w'ges or strikes with any of the men at the mine. I just went to ' 
the mine and did my work and then eame home. I know there was a strike 
at Ifine B in 1937, but I don't know what the strike was about except that 
there was an argument going on between United and Progressive. 


men. 


"’■Then the mine went on strike I came home with the rest of the 
I went out to the mine in Sept_ of 1937 and stayed on picket duty 
et vne mine wiiii Thanksgiving. I do not know anything about any petitions 
rut out by the P.II.A. In view of the fact I cainot write my own name I 
knew? I didn't sign any petitions and don't remember ever eiving my consent 
to anyone to sign any petition. 


"I remember the NIRB election hold in Dec. of 1937, but do not 
know any of the details of the election. I do not have any knowledge of 
what took place at I41ne B between Dec_ of 1937 and November of 1939. I 
heard the mine was to open in November of 1939 so I went back to the mine. 


- 3T5 • 





Be; JOHN 


l continued 1 
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L. IfT.TTS, ET AL / _ 
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TThen I started working for the mine in 1939 I stayed 
a member of the PUA until about Jan. of 194^ when I 

joined the UU7e I joined the UItT because all the other 

men were joining that union. As f.ir as I was concerned 
conditions were the same under United as they r/ere under progre ssive. 

TJhen I went back to the nine I was given ny old job as a digger 
I have never been threatened by anyone at the mine and I have neve^see^® 
any of the men fighting. The only thing I can say about the strike of 
1937 and the conditions out there, is that ther c . was some kind of fight 
on between the unions. 

“This statement has been given by me with the aid of 
who has acted as interpreter. Ms statement has been" 
and it is true to the best of my memory. 





Witnesses 



X (his mark) 


Special Agents. FBI 
U. S.Dept_ of Justice** 
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JOBS L. LETIS, ST aL. 
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ien amp 
ref loo ted ft 
it «8 ftaoe 
operated ft gaa 



cents 



lin ing investigati on una conducted by Speoift] 

““ and mmmmm* in OB effort to interriei 

Hin^^a^the tlneo^h^trUce. The oi^ _ 

rosidinrat^HH^HHmV At thr.t acidresB 
lod ttot>ho(^Bli^BwhohadliTod ftt that, address 

opera tea a gaa station looatot 

jritorriowo d at that p lfto^at whloh tine ho stated his hemo 
addreae to bo *» ^ nevo^orlco^tnttne B end that 

there wus a groo^poaaibilit^jf thorc being tvo ^ Spring- 
fiold. 



In view of the faot the who fomorly workod ot 

Mine B la no longer residing in this oomunity, no further offort ia being 
node to looatc bid* 
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intervit; ms \ 

Agents - 

f appears to know nothing concei 

that he was unaware at the time that a strike had been called at ians 


as interviewed by S 
and 

ne 3, it" 



He would not make a satisfactory witness, he neither reads nor writes 
English, and expresses himself with difficulty-. 


He furnished the following signed statement: 



"Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 1, 1943 

make the following voluntary s tat ament to 

_ "both of whom have identified themselves ao f-pecxai 

Agents of the Federal bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises 
have been made to induce me to make a atatement. 

"I was bom have been a 

I presentl^resideatJ^^^U^^jBpr I came to Illinois in 
and started working in the minesthenT^^L joined the U. H. «f. union 
and have never held any office in ary .union. 

"I started working for M ine B in about fl|Vand at that time I was 
a member of the Progressive union since ' I ha^oeen working at Peabody #5* 
I have never attended maiy of the union«stings and so I don’t have any 
information as to wly the mine went on str ike . I we nt to work on the 
day of the strike and worked that whole day a digger. When 

I came home that day nobody told me there T/^^^strike and in fact I got 
up the next morning & waited for the men to pick, me up to go to work, 
'•then the men didn't come for me I went far a walk and saw some miners who 

+ j-\“1 A t no + Vio rrt4 t-i q vie e r>n « + **i b-n 

NKf V4»V 'law V4I tf m * 



"I remember that after the strike I signed a petition at Progressive 
union hall to go down to work. I think I signed some other petitions. 
After the strike I heard that some of the progressive men were spies for 
the United. I do not know the names of any of the men who were supposed 
to b^ spies. 

"I never went to the uin \ while it was shut down and never was in 
the picket line, I voted in the election of Dec, 193? and as far as I 
was concerned everything went along fine. 

"I went back to work at the mine in 1939 when I got a letter telling 
me to come back to work. I went back to work and took up ay old job. I 
joined the U. K. IT. a couple of months before the election at the nine in 
February in 1941. I joined the U. M. T7. union because I thought all the 
rest were joining up and I didn’t went to lose sy job. Nobody even told 
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Intervie:.; *ith 

(continued) 
did ;j> to many because i don't 



me that I would lose ny joo, but I 
didn't r/ant any trouble. I hardly ever 
go to any union neetin^s now, and never 
understand the En.^lish language very iseU* 


l "I haven't any information as to what caused the strike. 

"This stateiaent was read to me the ‘ 3r08 ® nce V 

wife and I -wish to state it is true to the best of w neoory. 

N 


•Witnesses 



) Special Agents, F a I 
) U S Dept, of Justice" 



* 
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was interviewed at his residence, 
Springfield, Illinois, by 



jLgentM^HBflHHVand on August 29* 

** a and is employed at 

me "3" as an entryroan. He informs that he has never been convicted of 
a major crkn^^tait refused to state whether he had ever been convicted of any 
crimes. HH| appears intelligent for a miner but conveniently forgets 
things. not make a good government witness. 

I 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

"Springfield, HI. 

August 29, 1943 


"i* oi ___ 

Mk^the^^TTowing voluntary statement to 

PmH^ihom I know to be Special Agents of the 
of Investigation. I make it without fear of threat 
nd.se of any kind. 



;i iei c, 

d|_ 

Bureau 
force or pro- 


"I was born in 
about 



and came to the U. S* in 

I derived my u. £>. citizenship from my father, 
who was naturalized in Springfield, 111. in 


"I first started miring when I started work in nine , B I in 
Springfield in about I belonged to the thited JSLne '/orkers 

_of America at that tine. In 1932 our UIT7 local went over to join 
the 'regressive, }^ine_'tfprkera ol America, and I became a PIIA, in 
1932. I changed because the majority of the men wanted to change. 

I was a P J5A from 1932 vntil the strike at line 'B ' in 193*7. During 
this time I never noticed any attempts on the part of the UIH to or- 
ganize a picket of Mine *3* and I never noticed that any of the 


A Amn* n^r Tf w ^ 4 A *1 m 4 n 


n u j ai u a 


frtw mil fKnw tltUT nf* 
av* wa *t»v* vi*m w* 


P1A. During this time I noticed no strikes or closedowns at Mine 
•B '. I thought the PI Ik mion was all right and the PHA, officials 
honest. I read of the bonbing cases about this tine but I am 
not familiar enough with this situation to be able to make a state- 
ment. 


"I remember some of the men were expelled from PXIA. but I do not 
know why and I never asked why. I had very lit le activity with 
thft Union * PISki. altho I had been elected to the p}u, pit Oonirnittee 
in Dec., 1936. In about llarch, 1937, one of the PJ.1A oi'i'iciais T.'Fiase 
name I don't remember, suggested I resign from the Pit Conmittee 
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because I was not capable, but nctbine uc’e was aai i 
or done about this. 


•i id was not vorkiag ao 
the mine at the time_.o i cn-; strike in Ifey, 193V, or right before that 
time, and I didn't attend any meetings of Fiji during that tine. I dj 
not know any thing about the strike t why there was one, or how it_w 5 .s 
called. 



"Duri ig the summer of 1937 I do not remember signing any 
petitions either for UI*f or ?KA» 

"I do not remember having been called to work at line *B' be- 
tween Jjay 1937 and 1'ov. , 1939, and I do not remember whether any effort 
was made to open Mine '3' . 

"I don't remember anything about a U15V organizing in 1937. 

n I was at the Mine '9' picketing when the U. S. Ilarshall cane 
out just before Thanksgiving of 1937 ana tola us we had to leave, I just 
walked off and thought no more about it. 

"I remember voting in a Xational Labor Relations Board Election 
in Dec. 1937 in which Pill beat UliV. I was not threatened in any way in 
this election. 

"I returned to work in Nov. of 1939 as a trogressive and changed 
to U!£< the following spring. Ko force or violence of any kind was used to 
make me change to ul£« and 1 cin utcW because I saw most of the fellows were 
changing to Ulfi, 

"During this tine I knew of no organizers in the nine and after 
I heard some of the P’k men were beaten up I never said anything which 
would indicate that they were. Since the Spring of 1940 I have bean 
Di!T and no one iias tried to make me change. I voted in the NLRB election 
in about 1941 when Uli s” won, 'et m ore threatened me in any way. 

•iihen X returned to work in Nov. of 1939, 1 don't remember 
seeing anything unusual like results of fires or cave-ins. 




